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ABSTRACT 


An examination of the role of Henry III in his conflict 
with the League is essential to an appreciation of the complex poli- 
tical situation during this penultimate phase of the wars of religion 
in France. As a result of the highly personalized nature of royal 
power in the sixteenth century, the monarchy's survival against the 
dual challenges of religious diversity and aristocratic insurgency 
depended chiefly upon the conduct of the talented but unstable Valois 
king. 

The Prologue of this paper reviews the immediate histori- 
cal background to the struggle of the 1580's, with emphasis on the 
League of Peronne in 1576 and the ultra-catholic resurgence in 1584 
provoked by a threatened calvinist succession. Chapter I traces Henry 
III's conduct during the first serious outbreak of hostilities, when 
his ambivalent attitude toward the ultra-catholics and his inability 
to translate political insight into practical measures resulted in the 
Treaty of Nemours. The implications of this surrender to the League 
‘and Henry's subsequent attempts to avoid fulfilling the commitments of 
Nemours are discussed in Chapter II, culminating in the defeat of royal 
strategy both on the battlefield andin Paris, where a League-inspired 
popular uprising drove Henry from the city in 1588. Chapter III out- 


lines both the royal capitulation to the League expressed in the Edict 
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of Union and Henry's desperate attempts to reverse this trend at the 
Estates General, the failure of which precipitated his assassination 
of the duke of Guise and attendant irreparable break with the ultra- 
catholics. The Epilogue examines the assassination's aftermath in 
which the king was driven into an unexpectedly advantageous alliance 
with the calvinists that was terminated only by Henry's own assassin- 
ation. 

In conclusion, a study of Henry's conduct results in a 
greater appreciation of the monarch's political abilities than has 
been usual; however, his accomplishment in preserving the heritability 
of the French crown is outweighed by his general mishandling of the 
conflict with the League. As a king, Henry III must be adjudged an 


interesting failure. 
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PROLOGUE 


It was no easy task to be king of France in the late sixteenth 
century. Throughout the morass which history has named the French Reli- 
gious Wars the twin themes of conflicting religions and conflicting aris- 
tocratic factions were entangled in an apparently endless period of chaos, 
through which the monarchy seemed able to do little more than stumble from 
crisis to crisis. By the time of Henry III, last of the Valois dynasty, 
the political kaleidoscope had swirled into an ironic pattern in which the 
catholic monarchy faced its greatest challenge not from calvinists but 
from co-religionists who should have been the king's strongest supporters. 
Ultimately, in his conflict with the catholic League, Henry was to prove 
no more able than his predecessors to control events, but the mere survival 
of the monarchy during the turbulent 1580's must represent an accomplish- 
ment of some magnitude. 

The nominal cause of the disorders which tore France pounder for 
decades was the existence of a non-catholic population that came to be 
known as the huguenots. From a moderate reformist movement originally 
on the fringes of the catholic church, French protestantism fell under the 
decisive influence of Jean Calvin, to emerge as a rigidly defined creed 
equipped with an organization peculiarly suited to a small group's surviv— 
al within a hostile environment. At first the new religion had spread 
chiefly among the professional and trading classes, but when it began to 
make significant inroads into the lesser nobility it gained immeasurable 
strength, for the addition of military might to an efficient organization 


transformed the huguenots from a potential nuisance into a probable threat 


datestete otek sda ak sonst 20 ere one oe 
-bied foney! oft bowsa end einem gan abn of 
-alse antes? ites bars nea tins en nl = 
~adnro Xo baked snc aefrne eeteeti a son : | 2 
mort sidmse sels som, sftatl obo sida bausee vit 
e(ieanyh atoie’ of? Io Beet , TIT com rm 
ed2 dotdw of otat3sy sha0rk mae batriwa bed 94 
iud etelatelss ma? sof agai torts sueseorg, 222 teat 
-srstxoqqve tasgaoxte sus ws ound wont vote oe sis - mi 
evoTg of akw wrnall agued oEfodssa sia sor stint ‘is: 
favivive oxen odd Jud ,etaeve Lorstes 64 a10e2s98bo%q eid one ten oe 
~aentipaone 1155 sabwoxqgs, Yous @"082 snotidnws sda gndrwb wtoupnow ent Xf 
| ioe “Ssaman son to, 9ua 
xo sabaten. idle Ate alle Ne aie cating | 
od of ome Jodd sotatugog atforisno-ton  3o-satiezetso ett eo eshsoab ’ 
“Wiealgiz© sassavom setmsGise sasraban 8 207% etonseged vit as nvead 
arld sabed [163 gattnaressory Aodeas edoiwis attoddss sia Yo asgntt? oily a0 
beers bontish vibtgit 6 ep sgiams 3’ catrind neat Yo songutind oviekoed | 
~vivive »'quong Linie «94 \boatwe wlretioaeg codtasinagt on dite boqutaps 
bassae Ued weighs yom 989 sent 26 Inemiotivn eliteod = atisiw In 
04 magsd 32 oath aud yaaenata gaibexd ‘bon Inapleedord $i gaoan yLtatia, 
sidorwes siml heaeae ae asain re radians abaownl tonotiingte od eas 
BELtie To cok tbbs, as v0 -H3ignetta 
| FI atonnegud es bewzotens23 


<<. : iN a : 
i. : ities: 


ve Py 
7 itoring : 


© 


to the stability of the French atte bea 

Unfortunately for France and her king, religious conflicts became 
enmeshed in the dynastic rivalries of the country's aristocratic factions. 
The Bourbons were the princes of the blood, who could aspire to the throne 
should the Valois line die out; generally, most became calvinists, and 
their family lands in the south-west of the kingdom were seen as the 
stronghold of the reformed religion. Roman catholicism found its French 
champion in the house of Guise-rcadet branch of the Lorraine family, whose 
driving ambition had catapulted its members in two generations from the 
position of half-foreign upstarts to status among the greatest nobles in 
France. Identification of the Guises with intolerant ultra-catholicism 
had arisen from the fact that throughout the middle decades of the century 
one of the family's most prominent members was also the most powerful 
prelate in France, and thus much of the house's wealth rested upon associa- 
tion with the established church. Of the factions, it was the Guises who 
constituted the dynamic element, their sudden pre-eminence fostering jeal- 
ousy and discord among the Bourbons and other noble houses. Once religious 
conflicts were added to the maelstrom of incessant rivalries, the subsequent 
strife was such that only a strong central authority could impose a rough 
equilibrium upon the warring factions. 

Through the luck of a splintered lance, suddenly this strong 
figure was removed in 1559, when Henry II died accidentally in a tourna- 
ment. He was succeeded by his fifteen-year old son, Francis II, whose 
seventeen-month reign was dominated by the Guise uncles of his wife, 


Mary Queen of Scots. Upon Francis' death, the crown passed to his nine-year 
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old brother, who took the name of Charles IX, but his reign was most 
notable for the emergence of his mother, Catherine de Medici, as the fore- 
most figure on the French political scene. ee foreigner, a commoner, 
and a woman, the queen mother laboured under severe handicaps in her 
attempts to preserve the monarchy amidst warring aristocratic factions 
and conflicting religious ceunes Aware of the crown's weakness during 
the reign of a child-king and perhaps over-estimating the strength of the 
huguenots, Catherine thought monarchical survival most assured not by 
permanent alliance with one faction or the other, but by playing them off 
one against the other. Although at no time did she indicate that the 
royal family might convert to calvinism (and indeed the value of the king's 
patronage in the church made this most unlikely), at intermittent periods 
she seemed favourable to official toleration of two religions within the 
state, thus strengthening the huguenot faction immeasurably. Unfortunately 
for the Valois family, this policy succeeded not in establishing a stable 
peace but in provoking an apparently endless series of wars, truces, fac- 
tional realignments, and further wars; moreover, instead of establishing 
the monarchy as the dominant force throughout these interminable squabbles, 
Catherine succeeded only in making the crown distrusted on all sides--an 
impression perpetuated by her role in the infamous massacre of St. 
Bartholomew's day in E570 65 

Upon the death of Charles IX in 1574 it did not appear that the 
political pattern of the previous decade would undergo much change. The 
new king was Henry III, a young man only twenty-three years of age, cur- 


rently serving as the elected king of Poland, and upon returning to his 
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4 
native land he gave little indication that he wished to wrest control of 
the government from his mother or disassociate himself from the policies 
she had been espousing. Indeed, his reign was soon marked by the alterna- 
tion of war and truce that had prevailed since 1560; however, early in his 
rule one development, if not unprecedented, served as an ominous harbinger 
of the direction from which future threats to the monarchy were to evolve. 

During the late 1560's, recognizing that the success of the 
huguenots was proportional to their organization rather than to their 
actual numbers, catholics in several communities had formed leagues which 
united them by oath in a common purpose; however, at that time the leagues 
remained local groups that generally were sneppseeendee hac in Lovo 2 
catholic association was organized that gave promise of greater breadth 
and longevity than any of its predecessors. When a peace treaty marking 
yet another phase of the apparently endless civil wars awarded the govern- 
ment of Picardy to the calvinist prince of Condé and further ceded him the 
town of Péronne as a personal stronghold, the catholics of that province 
declared the formation of a "holy and christian union" to prevent the area 
from falling into the heretics' nanag* Asking the king for his support 
in their endeavours "to maintain the town and the whole province in 
obedience to the king and observance of the catholic, apostolic, and Roman 
church," the signatories of the declaration also expected to be "assisted, 
supported, helped and comforted universally by all princes, prelates, and 
lords of this kingdom." Furthermore, they offered an implicit organiza- 
tion under the control of one leader (as yet unnamed), who would be advised 


by a network of agents intended to serve not only within France but also 
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5 
as a means of communication with "confederates in neighbouring nations." 
Thus, while protesting their dedication to the king's service, the allied 
catholics of Péronne had projected an association of international scope 
whose leader clearly was not meant to be Henry III. 

It was soon obvious that this position was intended for the duke 
of Guise. The prime mover behind the ultra-catholic organization in 
Picardy was a member of Guise's faction, and the duke himself soon issued 
a icclomations in which he urged that the "association of catholic 
princes, lords, and gentlemen" should swear "all prompt obedience and 
service to the leader who will be appointed," and that all who refused to 
join the League would be considered enemies punishable as such. The 
articles concluded with an oath for each member to swear "on pain of 
eternal damnation" that he would serve the "holy catholic association" to, 
if necessary, "the last drop of his blood." 

At this point Henry III made one of his rare decisions. Recog- 
nizing both the potential strength of an organized catholic party and the 
danger to himself if this faction were to exist under other than royal 
command, he suddenly commended the concept of a catholic organization, 
declared himself leader of the new movement, and sent out instructions to 
all royal governors to promote the ere The terms in which the 
king couched his directions made it obvious he wanted recruits for a 
catholic army who would be satisfied by service to their faith rather than 
wages out of royal coffers; thus, in one rather clever step, the king 
gained himself an army while simultaneously "labouring to avoid that blow, 


: : 7 
which he saw he could not break by making resistance." 
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6 
Henry's unexpected usurpation of the League of Péronne somewhat 
cooled Guise's enthusiasm for the catholic association, and the subsequent 
brief war with the huguenots resulted in a peace treaty only slightly less 
favourable to the calvinists than the previous peace which had provoked 
the catholic reaction in Picardy. This moderate royal success did not 
blind Henry to the dangers of an official catholic faction which could 
likely fall under Guise's influence, and the articles of the peace treaty 
in November 1577 included a provision that "all leagues, associations, 
and confraternities formed or to be formed under whatever pretext... 


3 As the king's momentary support waned, 


are to be broken up and annulled." 
so did the League of Péronne, but the brief interval of royal favour had 
implanted the concept of a nation-wide catholic League which was later to 
be revived under determined ultra-catholic leadership with what proved to 
be catastrophic results for Henry III. 

In 1574 Henry III had seemed a figure of considerable promise: 
he was physically attractive with a notably regal bearing; he was obviously 
intelligent and had shown himself a skilful orator; and he even enjoyed a 
military reputation (albeit undeserved) for his largely ceremonial role 
in the catholic victories of Jarnac and Moncontour in 1569. Unfortunately 
for France, these qualities were undermined by traits less desirable in 
a monarch. 

It soon became apparent to all that the king suffered from a 
general emotional instability. The extremes of his temperament sent him 
into fits of frantic activity which were followed by long periods of 


lethargy during which Henry had no interest in affairs of state but be- 


10 ‘ 
came instead an “absentee king." Moreover, even his active phases 
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7 
were spent increasingly in pastimes that were considered most unbefitting 
his royal dignity. Henry's general indolence and taste for a "soft and 
peaceful life" in preference to such traditional kingly recreations as 
the hunt had already lost him much respect among the people, reported the 
Venetian hitsssdadne * and this public revulsion was to augment as the 
king's behaviour grew ever more eccentric. For example, he developed a 
mania for collecting small dogs, and was described by the future duke of 
Sully as receiving foreign delegations while accoutred "like a cheese- 
seller, with a basket hung on a ribbon around his neck, in which were two 
or three little dogs no bigger than your poser t Even Henry's religious 
observances went far beyond any socially acceptable expression of devout- 
ness to become a form of bizarre exhibitionism: he founded an order of 
flagellants with whom he walked through the streets of his capital 
scourging himself publicly for his sins, and he often withdrew into long 
religious vigils during which he became lost in intense melancholia. 

Perhaps these personal vagaries would have occasioned less com- 
ment had they not been accompanied by a taste for luxury which meant that 
great sums of money were often spent on the king's peculiar whims. Indeed, 
Henry's concept of public finance was so vague and his preference for 
extravagance so central to his personality that he apparently failed to 
comprehend the public wrath aroused by his costly excursions around the 
countryside in search of ever tinier dogs, by his ostentatious entertain- 
ments at court, or by the apparently limitless generosity with which he 
showered his favourites. It was the latter trait which attracted the 


most opprobrium, for as he slowly sought to free himself from his mother's 
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8 
domination, the king surrounded himself at court with a coterie who became 
known contemptuously as 'mignons." It has been suggested that the decades 
of civil war had taught Henry to distrust the great aristocrats who 
normally would have constituted his closest associates, and that in pre- 
fering members of the lesser nobility he was attempting to create a 
king's party whose loyalty to the monarch would be ipdinidedvne This was 
probably an element in the king's decision, but in choosing nonentities 
devoid of political strength, Henry gained no significant allies and indeed 
had to drain his own treasuries to support his friends in a style suitable 
to the king's confidants; moreover, in selecting his favourites, the king 
showed himself a poor judge of character. 

Although the question of Henry's sexuality is of little relevance 
beyond its impact upon contemporary public opinion, it cannot be denied 
that he frequently favoured courtiers on the basis of their youth and 
beauty rather than other merits, and as a group, the favourites apparently 
earned the vicious description left by the memoirist L'Estoile: 

These pretty mignons wore their hair artificially waved, 
curled, and re-curled, wearing on top their little velvet 
bonnets (like whores in a bordello) with their neck-ruffles 
so wide . . . that seeing the head above the ruffle was 
like seeing the head of St. John the Baptist on a platter; 
the rest of their dress was of the same sort; their duties 
were to play, blaspheme, leap, dance, quarrel, debauch, and 
follow the king everywhere and in all society, doing nothing 
and saying nothing except to please him.14 
When such individuals remained mere companions, they could excite only 
ridicule and contempt, but once they were elevated to positions of 


political importance, they could become a severe liability to the king. 


The early 1580's witnessed the rise to prominence of two mignons whose 
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9 
petty backgrounds did not prevent Henry from creating them the dukes of 
Joyeuse and Epernon and subsequently showering them not only with jewels 
but with governments. Joyeuse was little more than a rapacious and vain- 
glorious courtier, but Epernon was an individual of some competence who 
might have served Henry well had his overbearing haughtiness not offended 
every other royal supporter and servant. At little gain to the monarchy, 
Henry's policy of favouritism alienated the nobility, infuriated the tax- 
payers, and generally caused a further loss of respect for the sovereign 
himself. 

Scorned by the people and isolated from valuable support, Henry 
lacked the innate ability to withstand a political crisis. Although his 
intelligence rendered him an incisive analyst, he grew less and less 
capable of transmuting insight into action, and his immediate response to 
stress was to escape into frivolity or religion. Given the nature of 
sixteenth century monarchy as an intensely personal institution, the king's 
limitations were to prove disastrous to the French crown. 

Henry III's foppish existence at court was anathema to the hugue-— 
not leader who was to become heir to the French throne. Only two years 
younger than his Valois cousin, by 1584 Henry of Navarre was an experienced 
commander whose successful preservation of hisco-religionists argued his 
political skill as well as military capability. Reflecting the rigours 
of camp life in his casual dress and indifference to cleanliness, Navarre 
could not have provided a greater physical contrast to the fastidious 
king; the not infrequent meetings of the two as youths had only underlined 


the lack of sympathy between them, a clash that was aggravated by Navarre's 
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unhappy marriage to the French king's sister, Marguerite of Valois. 
Thus, beyond the religious conflict and the legacy of distrust left by 
the Saint Bartholomew's day massacre, there existed a fundamental discord 
of temperament which helped prevent a rapprochement between the two 
Henries. Although Navarre's practical abilities would have made him an 
invaluable ally to the inept French king, and the calvinist's status as 
heir to the throne made him a pivotal figure in the wars of the late 1580's, 
to a large extent he stood offstage while the drama between king and 
League was played. 

If Navarre was to wait in the wings, centre stage was taken by 
Henry, third duke of cutee? Scion of the foremost ultra-catholic family 
in France, Guise probably would have inherited the mantle of catholic hero 
even had he not desired it: he was the eldest son of Francis of Guise, 
a popular soldier whose accomplishments included the recapture of Calais 
from the English and the massacre of huguenots at Vassy, and whose career 
had been cut short by a calvinist assassin; he was the nephew of Charles, 
cardinal Lorraine, by far the most powerful prelate in France and one of 
the ablest politicians of his era. But beyond the merits of his pedigree, 
Guise was himself an attractive figure--tall, blond, handsome, physically 
graceful, naturally gracious. Only one year older than Henry III, Guise 
had spent much of his time since childhood on military campaigns where he 
acquired a reputation for valour as well as an honourable war wound which 
won him the affectionate nickname of "le Balafré" (or "Scarface"). Beyond 
his family's traditional identification with the ultra-catholic interest, 


Guise harboured a personal hatred for the calvinists whom he held 
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Li 
responsible for his father's death, and the young duke's instigating role 
in the St. Bartholomew's day massacre established beyond doubt his cre- 
dentials for the leadership of the extreme catholics. Yet Guise's many 
attributes were overshadowed by one trait which he had inherited to a 
degree unprecedented even in his family--his ambition. In two generations 
the Guises had risen from half-foreign upstarts to be the most powerful 
nobles in France, but the third duke was to raise his sights ever higher 
until the crown itself did not seem beyond his grasp. 

The precipitating cause of the ultra-catholic resurgence lay in 
the death of the king's younger brother, the duke of Anjou, in June tgae,*6 
Anjou's life often had been irritating to Henry III, but his death proved 
calamitous, for with his decease the heir to the French throne was the 
huguenot leader, Henry of Navarre. Although at thirty-three years of age, 
Henry III could not be considered elderly, it seemed unlikely that he 
would have children, for his marriage of nearly ten years remained barren, 
he was credited with no illegitimate offspring, and neither he nor his 
queen enjoyed robust health. Thus, unless some preventive action were 
taken, it appeared inevitable that sooner or later the French crown would 
pass to the calvinist king of Navarre. The horror that a heretical 
succession engendered among many catholics should not be underestimated. 
The concept of toleration as a viable policy did not come easily to minds 
accustomed to the practice of cuius regio eius religio, by which the 
religious complexion of a populace was determined by the creed of the 
ruler. In addition, whatever indications Navarre may have given of his 


personal humaneness and magnanimity, he could not dispel the dominant 
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12 
impression of calvinism as a particularly intolerant doctrine whose 
adherents had proved themselves ruthless opponents of catholicism in past 
wars. Furthermore, families such as the Guises who had distinguished 
themselves as the traditional religion's staunchest defenders had the 
most to fear from a calvinist king, for it seemed impossible that some 
revenge would not be exacted for such atrocities as the Saint Bartholomew's 
day massacre. To prevent this dismal prospect of a heretical succession, 
the ultra-catholics had to organize, and the leadership of this movement 
fell naturally to the duke of Guise. 

When Henry III reacted to Anjou's death by sending a delegation 
to Navarre asking him to convert to catholicism, Guise and his brothers 
took this sign of compromise as sufficient pretext to quit the French 
court in disgust, and they retired to their lands in north-east France 


' as the king's 


"on very bad terms with the court and in great jealousy,' 
secretary Villeroy ee On their estates in Champagne far from 
the sovereign's surveillance, the family held a conclave which represented 
a considerable segment of the French aristocracy: the duke of Guise 

could look for support to his two younger brothers, the duke of Mayenne 
and Louis cardinal Guise, to his first cousins, the dukes of Aumale and 
Elbeuf and the chevalier Aumale, and, less assuredly, to the head of the 
entire clan, the duke of Lorraine, whose preference for a peaceful 
existence usually was superseded by we sense of family solidarity. In 
planning the establishment of an official nation-wide association of men 


in arms who would force the implementation of ultra-catholic policies, 


Guise and his cohorts revived the oath of loyalty that had been incorporated 
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13 
into the manifest of the League of Péronne, thus evoking the most success- 
ful precursor of their embryonic union which had even enjoyed royal 
sanction. The problem of whom to propose as a valid alternative to the 
calvinist heir to the throne was solved when Guise enticed Navarre's 
sexagenarian uncle, Charles cardinal oat bana into agreeing to present 
himself as the catholic claimant to the ees therefore, all subsequent 
ultra-catholic proclamations were made in the name of the cardinal, but 
the real power obviously rested with the duke of Guise. By the winter of 
1584 a nucleus of the ultra-catholic movement had been created, but Guise 
was experienced enough to know that any successful insurgency required 
money, and for financial support he turned to Philip II of Spninie 

Spanish ties with the Guise family had existed since the early 
1560's and had strengthened in the 1570's through mutual interest in the 
fate of the tape i domcdbM ata Queen of Scots, who was Guise's first cousin. 
On religious grounds, Philip's commitment to international catholicism 
made his affinity with the French ultra-catholic party easily explicable; 
however, his willingness to subsidize Guise's faction was rooted also in 
Habsburg self-interest. Revolt in the Low Countries against Philip's 
authority had given France a splendid opportunity to revert to the anti- 
Spanish policy which had prevailed for the first half of the sixteenth 
century. Spanish interests could be safeguarded either by the establish- 
ment in France of a friendly ultra-catholic regime which would be in 
Philip's debt, or by the intensification of internal disorder to the point 
that France would be unable to embark upon foreign adventures. As the 


revitalization of the League under the dynamic duke of Guise seemed 


ek 
-ege9pue teou ord wnt ennai aa 
Layo boyotas neva beditotdw aoken simevxiimp +. 
od 03 svktanvesia ie neu ‘od mod Yo mide 
a'orzeve% beottos: sarod “—, bavioe asw seeads aiid 
jneeetq 63 grkoongs ‘ogee L aotausod Yertbies. sole 
2neopsedue ile ,srototeds) yshbtdd, Sst 03 Jonmtelo se a3 
twa, isatbrao 2d9 to an bt) nk ob6m est 3 
to tednkw oft vi. .aetwD Io MWB eds iiziw beaesy lage ins 
sete) wud -bedee1> assd bail thomstom bikTodvso-ex3 tw -sd2 Foes siettaiae: 
— vonegzueat finders txts ans s6itd nggel 08 pest 7 at 
© nage to TI qhieed 04 Beets od sxoqaue tatonanth 0% Sil 
glass edd sotke bagelks- ia bi pats ie ang “el ; 
a at teoxedet Rein ren iw ee. bas 2°OOer 


ge 
. 
+s] 
~ 
an 


at sé stage tay ste, ute en piibssstert nh eer 
ies alien -288b 2b otatinadl 


14 
likely to accomplish at least the latter end, the Spanish king sent one 
of his agents to meet with the ultra-catholic leader at his family seat 
of Joinville. 

The resulting Treaty of J6invaldests which was signed on 31 
December 1584, represented the intermingling of religion and politics 
which was to characterize the relationship between Spain and the League. 
Provisions dealing with religious matters denied the legality of a 
heretical succession andnh ences recognized the cardinal Bourbon as heir 
to the throne, promised the introduction within France of the decrees 
of the Council of Trent, and pledged a joint campaign to eradicate heresy 
in France and the Low Countries. Upon his accession to the throne, the 
titular League leader was to implement fully the Treaty of Cateau- 
Cambrésis, including the specific restitution of the city of Cambrai, and 
as an additional territorial concession, all lands south of the Pyrenees 
currently held by the king of Navarre were to pass to Philip. Furthermore, 
all French princes were to desist from any acts interfering with Spanish 
trade with the Indies, and they renounced any future Turkish alliance. 
In return, Philip was to provide the League with an annual subsidy of 
50,000 escudos, and he was to contribute money and manpower to maintain 
a continuing alliance between France and Spain. By these terms, the French 
signatories agreed to a considerable surrender of sovereignty (although 
it is questionable to what extent they would have fulfilled these pledges 
had one of the ultra-catholics actually attained the crown), but in 
return the Treaty of Joinville assured Guise of immediate financial and 


diplomatic support from Spain in the forthcoming struggle for supremacy 
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15 
within France. : 

Thus the beginning of 1585 witnessed the birth of an ultra- 
catholic movement unprecedented in support, in organization, and in ambi- 
tion. Exploiting the sympathies of a catholic majority irritated by 
concessions to the huguenots, fearful of a calvinist succession, angered 
by royal inability to enforce religious uniformity, and suspicious of the 
apparent unconcern with which the king regarded this failure, the faction's 
leaders succeeded in transforming general discontent into a potent politi- 
cal force. While organizational strength was drawn chiefly from the 
extensive Guise family connection and its attendant adherents, the revival 
of an oath of loyalty to the League and its leaders as had been used in 
1576 provided a means of extending the ultra-catholic structure beyond the 
limits of personal fealty. Nevertheless, much of the League's rapid 
growth undoubtedly resulted from the dynamism of its actual (if not titular) 
leader, the duke of Guise. The ease with which he wore the mantle of 
catholic hero lent credence to League claims that the movement existed 
only to force the implementation of policies which would ensure the 
preservation of the true religion and the safety of her supporters; how- 
ever, under Guise's audacious leadership, less disinterested motives for 
the ultra-catholics' actions were to become apparent. 

While Guise spent the first few months of 1585 in consolidating 
League strength and employing Spanish funds to purchase additional arms 
and men, the ominous absence of his family from court had not gone un- 
noticed. Yet in the face of what could be incipient rebellion, the king 


devoted his time to drawing up a new book of courtly etiquette containing 
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regulations so complex "that it is impossible that this nation could 
observe elem: a Slightly more practical was the introduction of a 
second innovation, the Quarante-Cing--a group of forty-five young gentle- 
men who formed a royal bodyguard twenty-four hours a deena Bound to the 
king by a personal oath of loyalty, these armed guards were meant to pro- 
tect the uneasy Valois from threats of eaves violence, Guise-inspired 
or otherwise; however, unimpressed courtiers referred to them as the 


; 24 
' or "hamstringers." 


"coupe-jarrets,' 

At the same time, Henry's relations with foreign powers did 
nothing to allay the suspicions of those subjects who saw his failure to 
exterminate the huguenots as a mark of sympathy for the new religious 
teachings. In an impressive ceremony at court early in 1585 he showed 
himself honoured to accept the Order of the Garter as a reward for his 
"sincere and perfect friendship and affection" from the royal arch-heretic, 
Elizabeth of Bip laut Such an award could be disregarded as empty 
formality, of course, but another protestant lure about the same time had 
far greater implications. 

In January of 1585 a delegation from the Netherlands arrived in 
France to offer Henry sovereignty over the Low Comte mia Despite 
English hopes (and Spanish fears), it is doubtful that the French king 
ever gave the proposal serious consideration, for the delegation received 
no audience with the king until six weeks after its Reena The appeal 
from the Dutch rebels flattered the French king, “having occasion greatly 


to esteem such a fine and notable offer, which is one of the most remark- 
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able ever made, and not to one of my predecessor kings." However, at 
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‘gif 
least one of Henry's advisors interpreted the deputies' cautious phrases 
as a bid for maximal French aid with minimal French control, resulting in 


"oreatness in the air." 


a sovereignty which was no more than a 

The discussions also foundered on Henry's profound disinclination 
towards activity. Unlike his late brother Anjou, the king was no seeker 
of military glory. His two favourites lacked their master's distaste for 
such adventures, and had they worked together they might have persuaded 
Henry to take some action, but as early as January 1585 Joyeuse and Epernon 
were quarrelling over the possible spoils of the hypothetical erpedi clone: 
Upset by this unpleasantness, the French king swore that "rather than that 
there should be dissension between them, he would give over this matter 
and never hear of it roe Henry was ever a peace lover. 

Yet negotiations were prolonged by more than the king's customary 
indecision. Upon news of the Netherlanders' arrival, the Spanish ambas- 
sador, Bernardino de Mendoza, demanded not only that the French monarch 
refuse them audience but that he apprehend them as rebels and send them 
to the Spanish Rees Understandably enraged, Henry informed the over- 
confident ambassador, "in a great choler, that he was nobody's subject 
nor at commandment; that his realm was free for all comers, and his ears 
open to hear everybody. . . ee The Valois sense of dignity, always 
ultra-sensitive, had been offended. Thus Henry gave the Dutch offer more 
apparent consideration than he might have done otherwise, creating the 
possibility of a French intervention as a salve to wounded royal pride. 


At any rate, Mendoza was sufficiently alarmed by the capricious king to 


utter private threats that "if there were no other remedy, he had a means 
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to put such a dissension in the court that the King should be more busy 
to appease it than to look to other maecarex' ss By the time that Henry 
gave an ultimate refusal to the Flemish delegation in March, the Spaniard's 


ominous prophecy seemed to have been fulfilled. 
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PROLOGUE: FOOTNOTES 


1 : : pas ; 
Background information on the wars of religion in France can be 


found in: Jean-Hippolyte Mariéjol, La Réforme et la Ligue - L'Edit de 


Nantes (1559-1598), VI, pt. 1, of Histoire de France depuis les origines 
jusqu'a la Révolution, ed. by Ernest Lavisse (9 vols.; Paris: Librairie 


Hachette et Cie, 1900-1911), cited hereafter as Lavisse; Lucien Romier, 

Le Royaume de Catherine de Médicis (2 vols.; Paris: Perrin et Cie, 1922); 
J. E. Neale, The Age of Catherine de Medici (London: Jonathan Cape, 1943), 
cited hereafter as Neale; James Westfall Thompson, The Wars of Religion 

in France, 1559-1576 (New York: F. Ungar, 1957). 


i 


Oe useful of the many biographies of Catherine de Medici was: 
Jean-Hippolyte Mariéjol, Catherine de Médicis, 1519-1589 (Paris: Boulevard 
Saint-Germain, 1920). Of primary sources, by. far the most important col- 
lection is: Catherine de Medici, Lettres, ed. by Hector de la Ferriére 
and Gustave Baguenault de Puchesse (11 vols.; Paris: Imprimerie Nationale, 
1880-1943), cited hereafter as Lettres. 


fee P. d'Anquetil, L'Esprit de la Ligue, ou Histoire politique 


des troubles de France, pendant les XVIe et XVIle siécles (4 vols.; Paris: 
Grezavelalain« 1771) -e1L E171. 


dei cee in full in Agrippa d'Aubigné, Histoire universelle (10 
vols.; Paris: Librairie Renouard, 1886-1909), V, 97-105. Cited hereafter 
as Aubigné. . 
Cited in full in Pierre-Victor Palma Cayet, Chronologie Novenaire, 


XXXVIII of Collection compléte des mémoires relatifs 4 l'histoire de 
France, ed. by C.7B. Petitot (131 vole: ;*Paris:; Foucautt, 1819-1829) , 


254-257. Cited hereafter as Palma Cayet; collection cited hereafter as 
Petitot. 


ean Loutchitzky, Documents inédits pour servir a l'histoire de 
la Réforme et la Ligue (Paris: Sandoz et Fischbacher, 1875), 42-44, 


beortce Caterino Davila, The History of the Civil Wars of France 


(London: Henry Herringman, 1678), 231. Cited hereafter as Davila. 


ocean Dumont, Corps universel diplomatique (8 vols.; Amsterdam: 
Chez P. Brunel, 1726-1731), V, pt. 1, 302-311. Cited hereafter as Dumont. 


*siographical information concerning the young Henry is found in: 


Pierre Champion, La jeunesse de Henri III (2 vols.; Paris: B. Grasset, 
1941-1942); a more complete but less creditable biography is by Philippe 


Erlanger, Henri III (Paris: Librairie Gallimard, 1948). 
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=m M. Sutherland, The French Secretaries of State in the Age 
of Catherine de Medici (London: The Athlone Press, 1962), 230. Cited 


hereafter as Sutherland. 


LL ‘ She 
N. Tommaseo, ed., Relations des ambassadeurs vénitiens sur 


les affaires de France au XVle siécle (2 vols.; Paris: Imprimerie Royale, 
HESe), SFL 235), 


Te Moe neta de Béthune, duke of Sully, Mémoires des sages et 


royales oeconomies d'estat, domestiques, politiques et militaires de 
Henry je grand Petitot snd ser... bh» 362, 


Pe reaiet 89. 


Te arrc de L'Estoile, Journal du régne de Henri III (Paris: 
Librairie Gallimard, 1943), 122. Cited hereafter as L'Estoile. 


ti aeracnieal information may be found in René de Bouillé, 
Histoire des ducs de Guise (4 vols.; Paris: Amyot, 1849-1850), II, 301- 
oo, Lil, 1-327. Cited hereafter as Bouille. 


So remncrl: known as the duke of Alengon, upon Henry's accession 
he succeeded to the title of Anjou. 


Ee ateroy to Belliévre, 21 July 1584, quoted in Sutherland, 253. 
Sthe cardinal was a younger brother of Navarre's father. 


terhe most extensive discussion of their relationship is found 


in Joseph de Croze, Les Guises, les Valois et Philippe II (2 vols.; 


Paris: Amyot, 1866), cited hereafter as Croze. A more concise summary 
is found in Gustave Baguenault de Puchesse, "La Politique de Philippe II 


dans les affaires de France, 1559-1598," Revue des questions historiques, 
XXV (1879), 5-66. 


Aye Lamar Jensen, Diplomacy and Dogmatism, Bernardino de Mendoza 


and the French Catholic League (Cambridge: Harvard University Press, 
1964), 51-53. Cited hereafter as Jensen. 


ements V, pt. 1, 441-443. 


22 ciuseppe Canestrini and Abel Desjardins, ed., Négociations 


diplomatiques de la France avec la Toscane (6 vols.; Paris: Imprimerie 
Nationale, 1859-1886): Busini to Vinta, 7 January 1585.4. 1V,oo4o.0 CGlted 


hereafter as Negs. Toscane. 
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ao metoi le, 372. 


Tees literally, "cut-throats;" Busini to Vinta, 7 January 1585, 
Negs. Toscane, IV, 545. Stafford referred to them as the "taillagambi," 
Great Britain, Public Record Office, Calendar of State Papers Foreign, XIX 
(1584-1585): Stafford to Walsingham, 7 January 1585, 265. Cited here- 
after as CSPF; all dates have been amended to new style. 


oor tie abepinen Henry III, January 1585, CSPF, XIX, 265. 


£ Pie ere to Walsingham, 12 January 1585, CSPF, XIX, 228. 


ee erat tora to Walsingham, 22 February 1585, CSPF, XIX, 273. 


Ernest Charriére, ed., Négociations de la France dans le Levant 
(4 vols.; Paris: Imprimerie Impériale, 1848-1860): Henry III to Maisse, 


17 February 1585, IV, 331. Cited hereafter as Negs. Levant. 


Beara to Walsingham, 22 February 1585, CSPF, XIX, 274. 


Ogee cord to Walsincham, 12 January 1585, CSPP, XIX, 230. 
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CHAPTER I 
FIRST CONFRONTATION, MARCH-JULY 1585 


The spring of 1585 witnessed the emergence of a conflict which 
was to threaten the very existence of the Valois monarchy. Catalysed by 
the prospect of a calvinist succession and encouraged by Spanish gold, the 
duke of Guise raised his family's traditional banner of devotion to the 
catholic cause; however, he bolstered the usual rhetoric with demonstrable 
military might that he apparently would not hesitate to use against 
Henry III if necessary. Weakened by his realm's past ten years of dis- 
orders which had exhausted the treasury and alienated the major aristo- 
cratic factions, the king awoke slowly to the danger of revolt by his own 
Be teens ta. 

As the strength of ultra-catholic sentiment revealed itself, it 
was evident that Henry's feeble display of authority over the Low Countries 
had backfired. Although his flirtation with protestant powers was no 
personal innovation in French foreign policy (which had long been directed 
against the Habsburg hegemony), the unhappy Valois faced a situation un- 
known to his more fortunate predecessors who had played the diplomatic game 
without undue attention to religious rules. The growth of a catholic 
opposition eager to interpret any apparent inconsistency as an dedication 
of heretical sympathies meant that without gaining material advantage in 
the form of a working alliance or financial aid, Henry had weakened an 
already shaky hold upon his subjects’ affections by arousing further 


suspicions about the sincerity of his catholicism. 
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23 
As early as February 1585 there had been rumours of a Guise 
insurrection aimed at kidnapping the king. Some observers dismissed this 
story as a Spanish fabrication meant to frighten the vacillating monarch 
out of any action in the Low Countries, for as the English ambassador 
noted, "a man disposed to do little, will easily, with fear, be brought 


3 ; : ' 
" Yet the chimaera gained substance when a courier from 


to do nothing. 
the duke of Bouillon informed Henry that the duke of Guise was raising 
troops in ee: Angry and frightened, Catherine de Medici interrogated 
the cardinal Guise, who disclaimed all knowledge of such suspicious 
activities and denounced the report as slander spread by heretics against 
his Gorden 

However, within days it naane obvious that more was behind the 
gossip than heated huguenot imaginations. Troops were being mobilized 
within the country, yet so confused was the situation that few people were 
certain of what was intended against whom. Was this a crusade against the 
new religion, or a rebellion against the state? wondered Estienne 
aun ne. Pierre de L'Estoile's speculations were more inventive, if less 
accurate: was Henry aiding the Dutch? was he joining other princes in a 
crusade against Geneva? or were the Guises moving against their king? 

Whispers of rebellion grew loud enough in March to send the 
cardinal Guise to Henry in an attempt to defend his family's honour. 
Reiterating their loyalty to the crown, the cleric claimed that his 
brother the duke was willing to come to Paris to answer these charges in 
person, whenever it so pleased the king. Unimpressed, Henry replied curtly 


that he would believe such rumours as the duke's actions substantiated, 
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and as for the Guises' return to court, "as they went away without cause 
given them, so he would not send for them neat hie Once offended, the 
king would remain offended--until events forced him to a more conciliatory 
attitude. 

Henry's distaste for unpleasant realities showed itself in his 
contradictory behaviour of the next few weeks. On the one hand, he cited 
"advertisements from so many places [that] had come to him of evil affected 
subjects in his own ate as his reason to refuse involvement in the 
Dutch rebellion, yet he treated the danger as negligible, claiming he 
neither believed it nor feared wee as he continued his customary social 
extravagances. What precautions the king did take were negative, not 
positive: rather than trouble to raise troops himself, he simply forbade 
all others to recruit. The resulting Mandement du Roy sur la convocation 
et mostre des compagnies de sa gendarmerie, issued 9 March 1585, outlawed 
unauthorized assemblies and prohibited the formation of armed idea 
naive invocation of legality over force that no one (perhaps not even 
Henry) took seriously. 

As was inevitable, such flagrant inertia in the face of threaten- 
ing rebellion led to speculation. Was the king somehow in collusion with 
the Gitteeataa Was this a prelude to renewed campaigns against the hugue- 
Borage? To many observers, no other explanation could exist for Henry's 
inactivity. 

The folly of the king's optimism was demonstrated within a week, 
when a barge loaded with weapons and armour was discovered on the Marne 


: : 14 
just east of Paris, on its way to Guise headquarters in Champagne. The 
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25 
arms were seized, but Henry hesitated over the arrest of the officer in 
charge, a member of the cardinal's household named La Rochette. By the 
time the vacillating king made up his mind, Guise's lieutenant had 
tbeapeas?? Now Henry could stay inactive no longer: whatever excuses the 
Guises might offer, their sovereign could not ignore the reality of their 
preparations for war. 

Paris was abandoned by the princely members of Guise's eeeunsatl® 
Earlier, the elderly cardinal Bourbon had travelled to Gaillon, near Rouen; 
now the cardinal Guise departed for Rheims without taking leave of the 
king, and when an infuriated Henry sent guards to Elbeuf's house, they 
found that the duke had fled. Only Guise's sister, Madame de Montpensier, 
remained at court; and although Henry spoke of using troops to keep her 
in Paris, he did nothing. 

Action was imperative, yet Henry still did not appear unduly 
worried (or unduly Sctivey, 2! Despite the obviously military nature of 
the situation, the king attempted a less bellicose solution: couriers 
were sent to the three Guise brothers and to the cardinal Bodewoat® to 
ask for explanations of the recent "maulvais bruitz" and "nouveaux 
Sencémanayt? Conciliation, not intimidation, was the royal approach-- 
as was demonstrated by Catherine de Medici's mildly reproachful letters 
to the wddal wierante roe Pacific by nature, Henry apparently failed to 
see that the militant organization of discontent had made negotiation an 
ineffective remedy unless the royal position were strengthened by the 
threat of less gentle methods of persuasion. 


The king made few moves to create such resources. Publicly, 
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he repeated his ineffectual prohibition of troop Gaatees privately, he 
asked his closest supporters to be ready should he call upon themaae 
neither measure an adequate response to the dangers he faced. What caused 
this pusillanimity? Perhaps Henry feared hastening Guise wrath, as was 
suggested by unsympathetic dint tudtuscipate- or perhaps he hoped to 
demonstrate that the catholic rebels, and they alone, were the aggressors 
in the emerging conflict. Given the complexity of the Valois personality, 
elements of truth can be seen in both interpretations; however, again the 
principal explanation seems to lie in that profound irresolution that 
dominated the king in moments of crisis. Hesitant to act, once more 
Henry flung himself into his "foolish ceaomiepoeice 

Unfortunately, it was soon obvious that the king would have 
reaped more immediate rewards had he concerned himself with the state of 
his army rather than the state of his soul. Despite royal instructions 
prohibiting entry to those accompanied by more than personal servants, 
on 21 March the town of Chalons-sur-—Marne opened its gates to the triumphal 
duke of Guise, who promptly installed a garrison of his own supporters in 
the eavyt-? The duke explained his behaviour as sheer self-defence, claim- 
ing to have received warnings that troops were coming from Metz to surprise 
him at his former camp at Sodindldsliekeeeabaat these protests deceived no one. 
His excuses were no more substantial than the nonexistent companies from 
Metz; France was now in open war. 

At last the king felt pressed to act, and with characteristic 
extremism his habitual indolence was transformed into a furious energy. 


He turned first to the security of his capital, where fears were such that 
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(according to the English ambassador) "everybody looked . . . to have 
their throats cut, . . . as well rich men as them of the Peleedionalle™ On 
26 March Henry issued detailed instructions concerning the preparation of 
the mid tear and the regulation of the gates of the city; in addition, 
he ordered that all guests (including their servants and horses) were to 
be reported instantly, all entries and departures to and from the city 
were to be listed and brought to the Hotel-de-Ville, and all boats were 
to be forbidden the waterways within two leagues of Paris between the hours 
of eight P. M. and four A. Mote A few days later, the king expanded his 
provision for the militia; however, apparently unsure of the Parisians' 
loyalty, he named his captains and lieutenants to command the local fonecs:- 
The new appointees, all prior royal ee ie edie aac were called to the 
Louvre, where the king himself warned them of the present danger to his 
state, and asked them "to be good and loyal subjects, and to keep a close 
watch on their city, and on its gates and Aeron Henry's distrust of 
the populace further showed itself as each day he sent a reliable courtier 
around the city to check the gates, "spying upon the actions and counte- 
nances of those who were on ecards and, in fact, the king sometimes 


inspected them hime ak 


No longer could Henry be accused of indifference. Yet, despite 
these sudden (and frantic) efforts, perhaps one sceptic showed insight 
in his observation that the external pressures ''did greatly animate the 
King dn showalae Beyond precautions taken in Paris to ensure his own 


immediate safety, what did the worried monarch accomplish for the preser- 


vation of his kingdom? 
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Peace-loving by nature, Henry turned to "the pen and not the 
acide 4 dissipating his energy in writing "an infinity of lowes to 
subjects whom he hoped would support him. While at last resolving to levy 
an pee the king moved slowly to effect ie 0 and at the same time 
showed his desire to settle the conflict through less violent means by 
sending his mother to negotiate with the ultra-catholic rebels, "trying 
to extinguish the fire before it kindles ence Wks 

Thus, almost from the outset, the uncertain king committed himself 
to a contradictory approach. He was raising forces ostensibly to crush 
the ingrates who threatened his crown; simultaneously, he was deliberating 
openly with the traitors, showing his eagerness for some compromise. 
Henry's obvious distaste for Guise and his party made it clear that he was 
attempting conciliation because he was afraid that he could not succeed in 
conquest. 

This weakness in time of civil war was partly a result of the 
king's failure to create his own party among the nobility. Relying on the 
majesty of his position to compel peapedtana Henry saw no need to win 
loyalty by distributing favours; what honours were at royal disposal were 
heaped upon the two great favourites, Joyeuse and fea nenile Of late, the 
latter in particular had benefited from the king's generosity to an un- 
precedented degree. Announcing that "he loved [Epernon] as his brother, 
and would, if he could, make him as good as imselreye- Henry felt that 
his own resources could provide no adequate recognition of his friend's 


merit, and went so far as to try to persuade the duke of Mayenne to cede 


46 
the government of BuEpOndy to the "archmignon." Naturally, less 
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fortunate courtiers detested the two successful sa rvedia tite and, as a 
matter of course, they lost regard for the monarch who fostered this in- 
equality. When the time came that Henry needed his traditional military 
leaders, he was amazed to find difficulty in discerning his own Bubporttrs: °° 
not having been wooed with past favours, the disgruntled nobles did not 
anticipate future rewards for service to their king. Henry's blindness 
to the politics of power had placed a dangerous weapon in the hands of his 
opponents, who did not hesitate to use it. 


The nobility's alienation from the crown was exploited in the 


princes, pairs, prélats, seigneurs, villes et communautez catholiques de 


ce royaume de France, de s'opposer a ceux qui veulent subvertir la religion 
catholique acta Hee aterseene League's official manifest, issued in the name 
. 50 

of its titular head, the cardinal Bourbon, on 31 March 1585. Although 
this document first claimed that the rebels’ principal motivation was 
fear for their religion, the balance of the manifest was composed of 
secular grievances, the most virulent of which were directed against 

the actions of certain persons who, having crept into the 

king's friendship, . . . have seized his authority for 

themselves, and, to maintain themselves in the grandeur 

that they have usurped, favour and procure by all means the 

effecting of these [heretical | pretensions, and have had 

the effrontery .s. . to distance from the king not only 

the princes and the nobility, but all who are closest to 

him, giving access to none but their own men. 
Listing the favourites' accumulation of positions, the manifest declared 
that the security of all office-holders was endangered by the two courtiers’ 


rapaciousness. Having "drained to themselves all the gold and silver from 


the king's coffers," the mignons had gained the power to play kingmakers 
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and would impose a successor of their own choosing upon the kingdom; 
furthermore, asserted the manifest, unless this situation were remedied 
rapidly, everyone would continue to suffer the "infinite other oppressions 
being born from day to day at the appetite of their disordered desires." 

However extreme (and improbable) these conclusions, most nobles 
shared the envy and bitterness that had provoked the diatribe. To the 
king's surprise, many of his experienced captains defected to the ‘eeu 
and others who remained loyal to Henry did not conceal their belief that 
certain of Guise's complaints were hucitimarenté 

If his traditional supporters were reluctant to stand by the 
king, there were other allies to be found--such as the huguenots, who 
were, overtly, the intended victims of the League's crusade. If Henry 
were to turn to the French calvinists in his struggle against the ultra- 
catholics, such an alliance would not be uncongenial to many huguenots who 
hoped to gain some advantage from this new complication of the French 
political scene. Since the king's personal dislike of the Guises was as 
obvious as the secular nature of their League, some huguenots hoped that 
these two factors might combine to produce a distinction between religious 
faith and political loyalty. Good Roman catholics could show themselves 
as traitors; at last, could not huguenots be recognized as Henry's faith- 
ful servants? 

Henry of Navarre sought to define and exploit this differentiation. 
Dismissing the Leaguers' religious convictions as a mere pretext for per- 
sonal aggrandizement while emphasizing their political demands upon royal 


prerogatives, he forwarded all information about the League's activities 
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in his area to the French VPs Navarre hoped thus to accomplish a dual 
purpose: he would convince his hesitant brother-in-law of the huguenots' 
good will as he discredited the ultra-catholics for their political 
machinations. When Guise actually took up arms, the king of Navarre 
decried the act as simple treason and sent reassurances of his own loyalty 
to the French crown: "Believe me, my lord, that no one will bring you 
more fidelity, diligence, and affection than Serer yaaes Wanting Henry III 
to move decisively against the League, Navarre made offers of support (with 
preserve royal authority, "for which I will employ my life and all my 
resources ioe cucelien Most of all, the huguenot king tried to impress 
upon his catholic suzerain the particular similarity of their interests 
in this matter: the League manifest presented "a declaration of war openly 
against all those who profess the [calvinist] religion," but it was just 
as surely "a covert [declaration of war] against the state and the royal 
house of Feancedist 

Henry III's attitude towards the huguenots was, as usual, incon- 
sistent. When Guise's bellicose intentions became apparent, the French 
king sent word to the calvinists to be on their guard but to make no show 
of Pratneecs for "by remaining peaceful, they condemned the arms of the 
Begeud.'": Realizing that open protestant preparations would make civil 
war inevitable no matter what stance he oe Henry tried to reassure the 
huguenots of his determination to protect them: he would maintain the 
edicts of toleration, "or else . . . he wished God to confound him; and 


that he affirmed with the greatest protestations and deepest oaths that 


ie 7 caine 
taub @ daiicnosss 03 ayia begndorsaves bs Bald conser | 
‘adoreugut siz. to Nk wala a ica 
[eotstieg ries wor! vsobledra-siate tty bs 
ovrsveK Io grid aff emus Pryrey <tionee* 
viisyol mo abd to asocRmiaabey tue bas oases /s! 
uoy anizd Sftw cao oa) eds, Sol yx souk 
2 alanis nots2ai% bes, .a90 
Agtw) sreqgqua to eas2ito “ Srqsven .suseed sda: 36 ne 
o3) ngteqmes 3 nt * ("abinia. se 4 anarestinlion obi 39 
we Lis bis 23h! yor yotam: Ehew f goth OR" yer saat 4 wy 3 
vesrami oF habits gatd Jonsegud ofa «fle 20 tact? “ieeuata 


asestesnit atedi to Wiel pees abe ie cat 


vinego saw to notisralosb. a" cai Sus 7 ee 


tavt aaw IL sud ".cotghier, 


leyos 92 bre of838 add 3 


III yest! giboany 


ee ee 
aE en aR Aem oP dhtanteaeh att So ext 


32 

could gag 2d However, when it came to a recognized military alliance 
with non-catholics, the king was less vehement. He threatened such a step 
in an audience with the papal nuncio on 4 April 1585, when, greatly offended 
by rumours that the pope favoured the League, Henry stormed that "he would 
be constrained to take what help he could to defend penedie. uot Yet, when 
less angry and thus less bold, the French monarch instead advised the 
huguenots to "slip their men of war into the king's eeoBeer?? while he 
informed certain royal recruiters that calvinists would be "as welcome and 
as well-used as anne Henry went so far as to suggest that huguenot 
companies place themselves under the command of a catholic officer in order 
to serve the royal eansa, oe but he could not decide to use his potential 
allies in any less clandestine manner. 

The complexity of decision-making seemed to weaken Henry's 
initial resolution concerning the huguenots, although he had found sev- 
eral reasons to enlist their aid. First of all, many of them were eager 
to join him against the ultra-catholics, showing their enthusiasm for his 
cause by wearing special insignia that they called symbols of the "Counter- 
Leaavewlee Navarre's repeated assurances of loyalty also did their work 
well: ever conscious of royal dignity, the French king preferred his 
brother-in-law's respectful pledges to the duke of Guise's arrogant dis- 
regard. In addition, Henry recognized that Navarre's position as suc- 
cessor to the French throne gave him an interest in preserving the royal 
authority that the king himself was struggling to save. Yet, generally, 
Henry's inclination towards the huguenots grew less from logic than from 


desperation: if the king were to meet the League in battle, he felt that 
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he needed calvinist troops. 

Unfortunately for Henry's peace of mind, he also found strong 
arguments against a huguenot alliance. Personally a devout catholic, the 
king had lost his early taste for religious conversion by force without 

6 

losing his hatred for heretics. 2 Past conflicts imposed a harsh barrier 
between catholic king and calvinist subject: after years of mutual sus- 
picion, what trust could exist between them? Added to Henry's personal 
misgivings was the simple fact that most French citizens were Roman 
catholic. If the king joined with huguenots against the catholic hero 
Guise, he would give credence to the worst of League propaganda--thus 
alienating many moderate catholics and probably causing a revolt in his 

, he) 
capital city. 

Such was the unanimous opinion of his councillors, who saw the 
solidification of a catholic party separate from the monarchy as intoler- 
are They also argued that alliance with the huguenots was 

the way, not only to have all the Catholics of this realm 

against him, but also all strange princes of that religion; 

when it shall be seen that against them that makest the 

chiefest title of arming for the religion Catholic, the King 

shall take succour of heretics, and bring them by that means 

in opinion that he meaneth to lean to them. 69 
At first Henry stood firm against their advice, declaring that huguenot 
0 
aid "is necessary for him and he will have it ret however, under his 
advisors' disapproval and the terrifying prospect of foreign invasion, the 
king's momentary determination soon crumbled. 

In the meantime, Henry of Navarre grew exasperated with the 


French king's indecision. Repeating his willingness to fight against the 


League, the calvinist leader pleaded with Henry III, "If I had the good 
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fortune to be among the first to warn you of this evil, I beg you that I 
will not have the unhappiness to be among the last under your authority 
to destroy ted As the days passed without word from the French court, 
Navarre fumed that favourable opportunities were epi, Eee fear con- 
firmed by a brief letter from Henry III which began: "My brother, I warn 
you that, whatever resistance I have made, I have not been able to prevent 
the evil schemes of the duke of Guise. He is armed; stand on guard... a 
Such passivity provoked Navarre's reproaches: "For me it is a legitimate 
regret to be considered useless in your service when there is so great 
cause to serve you, and when there is need, if ever there was, for you to 
be well at herp Through his inaction, the French king apparently re- 
jected these offers of assistance, thus reviving the huguenots' distrust 
of the Valois whom they had long regarded as the originator of the 
St. Bartholomew's Day poaeanacuie Henry's earlier promises of religious 
toleration were no longer believed, and it seemed probable that ‘he would 
prefer to arm "against the King of Navarre his faithfull [sic] Subject, 
than against Catholiques though pope lowing 

In £act ;pthis eee situation that the French king was struggling 
to avoid. Without the military support of the huguenots, he felt too weak 
to challenge League forces in battle; if he dared not arrange the former, 
he could not risk the latter. A negotiated peace with Guise's faction was 
the only solution--and the best way to weaken League pretensions so that 
a settlement might be made on equitable terms was to win Navarre back to 


eathalicieneas Had the strategy succeeded, it would have seriously under- 


mined the League's self-proclaimed raison d'étre, but the general chaos 
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in France plus Henry's reputation for unreliability prevented its achieve- 
ment. As should have -been Bcecadt’ Navarre was unwilling to alienate his 
calvinist followers for the tentative support of a vacillating monerene 

Desperately hoping, nevertheless, for Navarre's conversion, Henry 
was facing advisors who argued that the only prospect for peace with the 
League lay in agreeing to war against the huguenots, for "it was better 
that catholics should make war upon heresy rather than, divided among 
themselves, they should fight each pttter sine No longer believing that 
military campaigns could destroy the calvinist faction, the king opposed 
this solution as the beginning of an unprofitable war that would be "long, 


a Belliévre alone supported the king's stance, 


bloody, and miserable." 
claiming that he did not see how the gargantuan task of extermination could 
be accomplished any more easily at this time than in the past; furthermore, 
he objected to the revocation of the king's edicts of toleration without 
any cause given as a "great blot of fderhiattonwen 
Certainly, Henry wished to avoid the humiliation of seeming the 
League's pawn, but his opposition to war against the huguenots derived 
rather from his appreciation that such a policy was certain to transform 
his appearance of powerlessness into an inescapable reality. By this time 
Henry saw Guise, not Navarre, as the chief threat to royal power, and any 
weakening of the huguenots would only increase the king's own vulnerability 
to the catholic duke's ambition. Henry perceived this danger more clearly 
than any of his council, for when some advised him to make peace with the 


League regardless of the conditions imposed: 


the King answered with great choler in show, that they were 
best counsel him to put off his hose and his shirt, and being 
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stript stark naked, give them with his own hand a rod to 
whip himself withal. That he would speak nothing till 
[the Leaguers] were disarmed; that being done, he would 
consent to any reasonable petition they would make, but 
that he meant not to be a colour to defeat them under his 
authority that had not offended him [the huguenots], to 
leave [the Leaguers] armed, after the defeat of [the 
huguenots], to defeat him and use him as they listed; that 
that was but a way to defer his harm and perchance to make 
it worse, when they should have the opportunity and nobody 
to let them. 82 


Navarre had to be preserved as a counterweight to Guise. 

While Henry struggled with his conscience and his council, the 
royal position deteriorated further. In the first week of April, despite 
reports that the League was well supplied with veteran soldiers and fads 
(both of which the monarchy lacked), the volatile king enjoyed a sudden 
spurt of optimism; or, as the English ambassador described it, "The King 
is nothing so amazed as he was, nor feareth not (sie, fx he findeth that 
they are not so strong as they were dahen8s Now that the smoke was clear- 
ing from the first outbreak of rebellion, it appeared that only ‘the towns 
of Chalons-sur-Marne and Dijon (Guise's and Mayenne's respective head- 
quarters) had declared for the League; moreover, the city of Rheims, which 
had been counted as lost to the royal cause, sent assurances of loyalty as 
soon as the cardinal Guise left its Eapeeree These fortuitous events con- 
tributed to Henry's blissfully unrealistic image of the League's true 
strength--a misperception that was shattered by the loss of the city of 
Orléans. 

Informed that the governor of Orléans, Entragues, had strong 
League sympathies, the king had sent the governor's brother (a more 


; " 86 
trustworthy royalist) to relieve Entragues, temporarily, of his command. 
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Upon the governor's refusal to relinquish his position, Henry dispatched 
a small force under the duke of Montpensier and the marshal d'Aumont to 
convince the recalcitrant of his duty to the king, but the royal emissaries 
were "received and saluted with cannon pee Leaving Entragues in 
control, Montpensier and Aumont returned to Paris, where they reported the 
setback to an Sas nondied'Se [sic] king. Bitterly reflecting upon the 
strategic value of the rebel city and fearfully wondering how many places 
on the Loire would follow Orléans' SERVE oe Henry received word of a 
further demonstration of League power: the towns of Méziéres, Auxonne, 
and Macon had all fallen to the il eh ehiilticabas 

Although protesting "I do what I can to fortify myself in order 
to oppose their plans by faceawibas in fact the king had done little to 
prevent the League's takeover of the towns. Within a few days came news 
that Chartres and Rouen were in rebel eaiaiek Even the mercenaries that 
Henry was recruiting in Switzerland were threatened by the League, for 
Mayenne seemed Fare on cutting off their entry into Eecnoeds In the 
midst of these calamities, Henry's optimism fled, and he faced the future 
assured of nothing "but as badly and as uncertainly as ever I tenes" ¥k 

Meanwhile, the small town of Epernay witnessed Catherine de Medici's 
struggle to stave off the ruin foreseen by her son. On 9 April 1585 she 
held her first meeting with the duke of Guise, who remained non-conciliatory 
despite the queen's proceeding "with temperate advice rather to defend 
than to offend and to appease than Suonmat cee Insistent upon opening 
discussions on no topic other than religion, Guise accused the French king 


not merely of failing to eradicate heresy but of entering into a treaty 
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with England and Geneva to encourage the false doctrines. Catherine's 
denial of such a policy made no apparent impression upon the catholic duke, 
nor did her reassurances of "[the king's] good favour, when he should 
render himself worthy of renee result in any overtures from the League 
captain. Not surprisingly, the old queen's reprimands concerning a League 
seizure e enoosat funds at Chalons gained no offer of compensation from 
peitehes whose unbending attitude betrayed a lack of serious interest in 
any compromise with the king at this time. After failing to transfer the 
talks to Paris, where catholic feelings ran high, Guise declared himself 
unable to enter into negotiations without other League notables--a condition 
which necessitated a few weeks' delay The duke's subsequent departure 
from Epernay (ostensibly to confer with his colleagues) prompted one anti- 
Guisard to comment, "I am afraid that all this is but to delay time and to 
have their things the sonditenr or Future events were to justify such 
cynicism. 

Nevertheless, the determined queen mother immediately sought to 
gain some advantage from Guise'’s absence. Armed with a promise of royal 
good will, she worked on Guise's wife to the point that Catherine felt 
confident "she will do us as good a turn as she ean, "oee while the arrival 
at Epernay of the duke of Lorraine (head of the house whose cadet branch 
included the Guises) gave the elderly queen a further chance to put 
familial pressure on the League leader. Despite one observer's comment 
that such action was as useless as "speak[ing] to the wolf to speak to her 
whelps to come back from seeking to get meaegiey | Catherine hoped that the 


pacific Lorraine might be persuaded to use his considerable influence as a 
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39 
‘ , Le ‘ 102 : , aes : 
restraint upon his ambitious cousins. Rivalries within the League it- 
self provided another opportunity for Medici machinations: the discontented 
Mayenne might be lured away from his brothers' Paniae a: while the docile 
cardinal Bourbon seemed willing to be led back into the royalist fold. So 
great was the Guises' apprehension lest the League's titular head defect 


that they prevented the cardinal from ever seeing the queen mother Sa 


1 Catherine's 


for "they fear she will do with him what she listeth." 
relentless politicking evidently had its effect, for the first crack in 

the League facade of principled solidarity soon appeared: a subordinate 
informed the queen mother that Guise likely would return to obedience "if 
he could have some 'colour' for his honour and security of his person and 


re In short, it looked as if the League leadership might 


his associates." 
be bought off. 
Yet Catherine was too shrewd to let her indolent son rest all 

hopes for settlement upon her abilities as a negotiator. Although report- 
edly upset by the king's sending cannon against Orléans (which would hinder 
her chances "to bring matters to a peaceable sy she continually 
encouraged Henry to build up his own forces, if only to strengthen his 
position at the bargaining table: "I am of your own opinion that baston 
porte paix, thus you must have your forces as soon as possible, for there 
is nothing that helps as much to bring pencetlana After reporting some 
small progress at Epernay, Catherine repeated her warning: 

These hopes of compromise . . . must not make you defer 

anything from the haste required for the accumulation of 

your forces and for the provision of money and the other 


things necessary for war. For, when you are well pre- 
pared, you will always have a more advantageous peace. 109 
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An experienced politician, the queen mother saw the necessity of presenting 
a show of strength to create the illusion that the king had some viable 
alternative to a settlement with the League. Without apparent military 
preparations on Henry's part, the Guises could not be bluffed into moderat- 
ing their demands: should the royalist desperation to avoid an armed clash 
become evident, the League would feel in a position to dictate the terms 
for peace. Foreseeing this humiliation as the result of her son's inef- 
ficiency, Catherine could have been made only more frantic by Belliévre's 
reports from Paris, in which he offered the pessimistic observation: 
We do here what we can; but the more I think about it, the 
more I am of the opinion that this miserable kingdom is near 
its end, if God does not permit this excitement to be 
finished quickly by a good reconciliation, 110 
The perennially ambitious queen mother did not dislike being given the 
responsibility for the future of France, but she feared that the king's 
procrastination would jeopardize her chances for success. 
Urged to activity, Henry accomplished little beyond an official 
declaration in answer to the League's ianeteee.) Defensive in tone, 
this "feeble and eimoeaus document offered less a justification of the 
royalist position than a series of rebuttals to specific charges levelled 
by the ultra-catholics, and as such it lacked the forcefulness of effective 
propaganda. First of all, the king protested the sincerity of his Roman 
catholicism, asserting that his unwillingness to campaign against the 
huguenots arose not from a lack of zeal but from an appreciation that peace 
was of greater benefit to France. In contrast to the idyllic tranquillity 


that Henry claimed his kingdom had enjoyed for the past few years, he asked 


his subjects to "open their eyes here, and not to perswade [sic] themselves 
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41 
that this War will end so easily as they give out; but to comprehend... 
the inevitable consequences of it." As for the problem of succession to 
the throne, the king proposed no solution except that he and his wife were 
both young and in good health, and as such were confident of issue; any 
suggestion that he or his advisors favoured a huguenot claimant was 
labelled "a thing which his Majesty prayes and admonishes his Subjects to 
believe he never so much as thought." The question of excessive taxation 
was not mentioned (except in a statement that a war inevitably would in- 
crease the levies), while League accusations concerning the distribution 
of offices were dismissed as "a weak and dishonourable foundation to build 
the ruine [sic] and subversion of so flourishing a Kingdom, whose Kings 
were never constrained to make use of one more than of another, for there 


' Furthermore, he claimed, he had bestowed 


is no Law obliges them to do so.' 
honours fairly upon the nobility; whatever slight clashes might have oc- 
curred between office-holders, "shall it be said at this present ... that 
private interests and discontents were the occasions of overturning a whole 
State, and of filling it with blood and desolation?" Thus Henry dispensed 
with the League's recital of injustices; and its leaders’ assertion that 
they had taken up arms in defence against impending "Treachery" was treated 
as an allegation that ''none can believe . . . can at all concern his 
Majesty, by nature so far from any kind of Revenge, that the man is yet 
unborn, who can, with reason, make any such complaint against him." This 
promise of clemency introduced a royal appeal for the cessation of 
hostilities: 


his Majesty prayes, and exhorts the Heads of the said Tumults 
and Commotions, presently to disband their Forces, to send 
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back strangers, to separate themselves from all Leagues, 
and laying aside all enterprises, as his Kinsmen and 
Servants, to take a perfect assurance of his friendship 
and good-will. 

In conclusion, Henry asked his subjects: 
to weigh the consequences of these commotions, sincerely 
to embrace his intention, and to believe that his chief 
aim hath ever been, and ever shall be, to do good to all, 
but neither harm nor displeasure to any; commanding them 
most strictly . . . to separate and withdraw themselves 
from all Leagues and Associations, and to reunite them- 
selves with him, as nature, their duty, and their own good 
and safety doth oblige them. 

As a battle cry for king and country, the declaration was un- 
convincing; as an exposition of royal policy, it was totally inadequate. 
In his stated preference for peace over war, Henry failed to recognize 
that for decades France had known no true peace, but only uneasy intervals 
of nominal truce between times of open fighting. Thus the king appeared 
to offer not a genuine cessation of hostilities, but a further period of 
uncertainty--an uncertainty now aggravated by most catholics’ legitimate 
fears of a protestant heir to the throne. Again, the royal proclamation 
gave no comfort in this respect, for Henry politely evaded the problem by 
hoping for children of his own (an unrealistic solution in light of his 
marriage's barrenness over ten years and the royal couple's weak health). 
In secular matters, the king showed no more perspicacity: his refusal to 
admit inequalities in the distribution of offices and his avoidance of all 
charges of financial mismanagement clearly offered little hope for the 
redress of grievances in either sphere. With remarkable political inep- 


titude, Henry did not even dangle the usual counter-revolutionary bait of 


a new session of the Estates General—-a potentially popular move which the 
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queen mother herself had recommended to assure all subjects that "you would 
like to hear them in their complaints and to receive their counsel and 
advice, so as to give good order and tranquillity to this ds tggeptts 

Yet it was Henry's attitude towards the Guises that revealed the 
monarch at his vacillating worst: on the one hand, he accused them openly 
of deliberate treachery, while, on the other, he swore he would bear them 
no ill will if they would only return to obedience. Such servility to 
the League strained belief in the king's martial bluster, providing only 
frustration for those royalists who believed that: 

the Proclamation of a King against his rebellious Subjects 

ought to be no other but a good Army, which he may have in 

a readiness long before them, and reduce them to reason e'er 

they have time and means to gather Forces sufficient to 

oppose their Sovereign. 114 
In choosing words, not steel, as his primary defence, the monarch managed 
to satisfy no one. By relying upon an unimpressive record as king in 
preference to giving some promise of reform, Henry produced a document 
which failed to sway his opponents, to convince the undecided, or even to 
reassure his own supporters. 

As might have been expected, the diffident royal declaration did 
little to clarify the chaotic situation in France. Some League troops 
joined royalist poreesaee and some catholics offered their services to the 
king of Navara o but it was apparent that the initiative remained with 
Guise and his followers. Henry received nothing but disquieting reports: 
Dauphiné, which had been thought loyal despite League propasendieings  ” 


was now showing signs of unrest; anti-royalist sentiment seemed prevalent 


in the city of Lyons; ambiguous reassurances from the duke of Mercoeur, 
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governor of Brittany, left no doubt that he and his province might be 
counted with the Lesa eae Although the Spanish ambassador probably 
exaggerated in his enthusiastic assertion that eighty-eight important 
towns supported the pee some centres did express a clear preference 
for Guise's factional © while most maintained a watchful nenpual Meant 

The one bright spot in the sombre royal prospect lay in news 
from Marseilles, where a League attempt upon the city had been foiled and 
its perpetrators pe Ps The despondent king seized upon the good 
tidings with his characteristic volatility, exuberantly promising delegates 
from the southern city that he would grant "everything that you could ever 
ask me, for my generosity will never be sufficient to recognize your 


ea Printed accounts of the treachery and subsequent bloodshed 


fridel rey. f' 
concluded with a ringing exhortation for all men of honour to leave their 
homes "under [His Majesty's] colours, in order to follow together the 


124 


example of those of Marseilles." Unfortunately, few seemed inclined 


to answer the appeal. 

While Henry watched his kingdom apparently slip from his control, 
the queen mother grew exasperated at her inability to reverse this trend. 
With mounting impatience Catherine awaited Guise's return, expected on 
22 April; when he failed to appear, she bombarded him with indignant 
messages to which she received "not a single word of response, neither 


ie The duke's silence was soon explained: he 


verbally nor in writing." 
had left Chalons for the neighbourhood of Verdun in an act of audacity 
that filled Catherine with fury and Henry with fear for Metz and Toul as 


eakitenes Angry and apprehensive, the queen mother sent word to Guise 
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that he would cause himself great harm and her very great 
displeasure, if he undertook something at Verdun, and that 
it was necessary for him to come [to Epernay] in order to 
negotiate and to pacify things, and not to embitter them 
further, as she saw he was doing wherever he could. .. 127 
This threat, however, was wasted, as Catherine had feared it would be. 
News came quickly of the fall of Verdun and of the weakness of Toul, 
causing the queen mother to direct her reprimands against the ineffectual 
king who had permitted these serious losses despite her repeated warnings: 

I have often written you... that I begged you to provide 

well for the security of your cities and towns. . .3; thus I 

assured myself that you would not have omitted anything in 

this matter, but I am nevertheless in great distress over 

Verdun, Toul, and Metz.128 
Catherine's worries were fully justified: within a few days word arrived 

; ; 129, . 

that Toul was putting up only token resistance, and Metz alone remained 
for the king. 

After the success of this excursion, the catholic leaders returned 
to Epernay on 29 April. The queen mother's vituperative outpourings over 
League duplicity found Guise unmoved and the cardinal Bourbon remorseful, 
but neither showed any intention of moderating their earlier demands for 

: . ; Bites 130 : 
the total extermination of protestantism within France. In the face 
of such intransigeance, Catherine tactfully capitulated. A fifteen-day 
truce was arranged, during which time Guise agreed to keep his reiters out 
of France and his troops away from Paris, while the king was to refrain 
from approaching League forces with his own. During the cease-fire, the 
duke planned to send to his confederates throughout the country for advice 


as to what form of anti-huguenot declaration they favoured and for opinions 


concerning what guarantees they thought necessary for themselves and their 
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associates. In return, the queen mother insisted that the king would use 
the time to dispatch an emissary to Henry of Navarre urging him to accept 
a revocation of the edict of tolerance, "the duke of Guise having said 
(rather coldly, nonetheless) that if that were agreed by them, he would 


lay down demay''ae> 


It was, at best, an unlikely hope. 

Nevertheless, the beleaguered king of France did not hesitate to 
clutch at such fragile straws. After signing the truce on 3 May 1585, Henry 
sent lueevddeiensdrs to his mother which agreed to the prohibition of 
calvinism but repeated the king's intention to persuade Navarre to obey 
such a revocation. Should the huguenot leader do so, Henry expected the 
Leaguers to disarm, at which time the king would give them some cities as 
securities, "although in very small number." Should the protestants 
resist, Henry agreed to use force against them and for this purpose would 
unite royal and League troops except for Guise's foreign mercenaries, who 
were to be sent home before they entered France. Promising that the 
catholic duke and his colleagues would be given commands in these armies, 
"as [would] other princes and officers of the crown," the king saw no 
reason why the Leaguers should require any guarantees; therefore, he asked 
them to hand over all cities they had taken in the past months of turmoil. 
Moreover, as royal revenues were insufficient to support a military 
campaign, Henry asked the ultra-catholics to "reveal the means that they 
could have to help bear the costs." Finally, whether the future held peace 
or war for France, the king demanded that the League sever all ties with 
foreign princes. 


Thus the strategy that would underlie Henry's eleventh-hour 
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47 
defence against the League became more intelligible. Once the king had 
chosen to abandon the certain but dangerous support of the calvinist 
minority, royal indecision had forced acquiescence to the ultra-catholics' 
religious aims; however, the king now hoped to dictate the effecting of 
these goals in such a way that would least threaten monarchical power. 
First of all, however unlikely its attainment, the king's announced in- 
tention to seek huguenot acceptance of proposed spiritual annihilation 
would provide an opportunity for months' delay, during which time Henry 
might find more permanent means of curbing the League. Belatedly, he 
could work at readjusting the comparative strength of sovereign and sub- 
jects: by excluding Guise's reiters from France, Henry would gain a more 
equitable balance of military power while saving his kingdom from the 
depredations of German mercenaries. In similar fashion, a royal injunction 
against League dealings with foreign powers (which, outwardly, the catholic 
princes could not easily refuse) would hamper the flow of Spanish gold into 
French rebels' coffers, as, simultaneously, it placed all Leaguers in a 
hypocritical situation from which the king might extract some later politi- 
cal advantage. In a rather forlorn attempt to damp the catholic lords' 
enthusiasm for war, Henry proclaimed his intention to make the League pay 
for any campaigns while he linked all promises for individual gain to a 
total disarmament. If the ultra-catholics declined to choose a pacific 
existence, their weapons would constitute their security, argued the king, 
who would compel them (logically, but unrealistically) to return their 
recent conquests, lest they give rise to the suspicion that Leaguers were 


"driven by some other dangerous ambition tending to the dissipation of the 
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48 
dea towbnts In short, Henry apparently hoped to prevent a rout by staging 
a strategic retreat, while maintaining a distant chance of ultimate 
victory. 

The king's proposed politics of expedience evidently found favour 
with the queen mother, as indicated by her reply of 5 May 1158 Shae Pleased 
with the promise of a new edict of intolerance, she suggested clarifying 
the status of the huguenots who recanted in accordance with the future 
legislation: the crown would preserve their lives and property (thus 
restraining the League from visions of unlimited plunder) and they would 
be "maintained in their ranks."" To ease catholic suspicions of royal 
vengeance, Catherine thought it wise to reassure the rebels that Henry 
harboured no malice against those who had armed because of religious prin- 
ciples, but rather called upon them for assistance, pledging "on the faith 
of a king and the word of a prince that they can arrive in all safety and 
that he will consider them his good and faithful subjects." And, as a 
further sop to the League, the queen wished to add one significant provi- 
sion that her son had not offered--the specific avowal that any successor 
to the French throne had to be catholic. Without elucidation as to the 
need for this innovation, she concluded her comments with the pessimistic 
observation that regardless of Henry's noble intentions, she feared the 
credit for these changes would go to the League. 

Although perceptive, the last remark did not appeal to Valois 
pride. With naive determination that all gratitude for the militant 


preservation of the Roman faith should be directed towards the monarchy 


Isis) 
rather than the rebel prince, in his reply to Catherine Henry declared 
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49 
his intention "to make it apparent to one and all that he has always had 
more good will and affection in his heart than any other for the advance- 
ment and maintenance of the catholic religion." As for the queen mother's 
other revisions, her son surveyed them with the keen intelligence that he 
so rarely chose to display. While agreeing to make clear his desire to 
protect the lives and goods of all subjects, the king attempted to fore- 
stall League protests by adding that this applied "even [to] those who, 
under the pretext of the preservation of this our catholic religion, did 
lately rise and take up arms." Repeating his wish to unite all catholics 
with him in order to execute the forthcoming edict, Henry protested that 
this should be sufficient reassurance without specific reference to the 
succession. Any such attempt to bind future kings would be of dubious 
legality, he argued, and probably would gain some vestiges of validity 
only if made in conjunction with the Estates General--a shrewd suggestion 
as Guise was showing himself less and less eager to face the traditional 
pee oh eee The king might lack the decisiveness to imprint his will 
on the course of events, but he was showing a diplomat's skill at the 
delicate arts of defensive manoeuvring. 

Unfortunately, the subtleties of royal strategy were wasted on 
the bluntly realistic duke of Guise. At her next conference with the 
catholic ieee aoe the queen mother immediately announced the prospective 
revocation of religious tolerance; then, cutting short the cardinal 
Bourbon's verbose exultations, she attempted to discuss means of implement- 
ing the new policy "par la doulceur." Lacking his clerical colleague's 


simplistic enthusiasm and unwilling to waste time in consideration of a 
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50 
program so antithetical to his own interests, Guise quickly brought the 
conversation around to what he thought essential--the problem of guarantees 
for League personnel. In the duke's eyes, the points of religion and 
securities were interrelated so inextricably that he could not talk of one 
without the other: for their own protection, the ultra-catholics had to 
possess their "villes de seureté" until every huguenot-held city had 
fallen to the forces of the one true faith. Sadly warning her son of 
Guise's inflexibility, Catherine lamented that even if half the royal army 
were composed of League troops, "they would not leave off wanting to have 
their securities, which puts me in great pain." 

At a formal meeting a few days later the catholic leaders spelled 
out their demands (except for their specific securities, about which they 
were still conferring). The only religion practised within France was to 
be catholic, apostolic, and Roman, and, as a matter of course, all royal 
office-holders had to belong to the established church. The treatment 
they recommended for huguenots was harsh: all ministers were to be exiled 
immediately, all calvinists had to abjure or suffer corporal punishment, 
and, even if they recanted, they were to be sdaseneieee ane Demurring at 
the extremism of these measures, the queen mother nevertheless found some 
cause for rejoicing as she wrote her son, 

they have not talked of your successor for the crown, and I 
think that they are resolved among themselves not to say a 
further word about it; I would greatly wish that they would 
do the same concerning their securities. . _ 139 
Such was not to be, however, as within three days the League submitted a 


F 140 
full list of what Catherine referred to as "their exorbitant’ demands." 
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A detailed expression of the ultra-catholics' dual desires for 
gain and protection, the Articles presentés au roi consisted of thirty- 
four ertielesjite which, as befitted the League's avowed reason for 
existence, began with the topic of religion. Retreating from the inflex- 
ible stand of a few days earlier, the Leaguers declared themselves 
satisfied with the exiling of all non-abjuring calvinists, whose property 
eeud be confiscated. Not only were heretics to be barred expressly from 
public positions, but all officials were to take an oath reaffirming their 
allegiance to the catholic faith. If these stringent regulations were 
strengthened by a pledge from the king never to revoke the anti-tolerance 
edict, the Leaguers seemed confident of the eventual re-catholicization 
of France. Nevertheless, should arms be required to enforce these pro- 
visions, Guise and his party declared their willingness to serve in the 
crusade but not to pay for it, instead proposing that all costs be met 
from royal revenues. 

While thus outlining the campaign against the huguenots, the 
catholic lords attempted to prevent any royal endeavor of a similar nature 
against themselves. Demanding a written absolution for their recent 
disobediences, they asked Henry to declare that all transgressions had 
been committed "for his service and for the safeguarding of their religion" 
and thus were pleasing in his eyes. Lest the king prove less magnanimous 
in practice than in theory, the erstwhile rebels also requested that all 
individual Leaguers be confirmed in their offices and all cities that had 
supported the ultra-catholics be exempt from future royal garrisons. Yet 


these considerable concessions were a mere introduction to the essence of 
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the League's self-protective policy, which was the matter of securities. 

As the queen mother had feared, the princes proved to be "overly 
brazen a annieer at i Nearly half of the thirty-four articles involved 
demands for specific cities to be awarded League members as strongholds 
in case of huguenot (or royal) attack, and the prizes were not inconsid- 
erable. The duke of Guise wanted Metz; the cardinal Bourbon, Rouen and 
Dieppe; the duke of Mayenne, Dijon plus either Beaune or Chalons-sur-Sa6dne; 
the cardinal Guise, Rheims; the duke of Mercoeur, two towns in Brittany 
(which he would select) as well as fully admiralty powers over the 
province's coast; the duke of Aumale, the command of all League places in 
Picardy; the duke of Elbeuf, the government of Anjou. In addition to all 
of this, there were further demands on behalf of ten lesser figures. As 
if this were insufficient to insure League dominance, the catholic leaders 
requested that all towns presently in their hands, but not mentioned as 
securities, remain under their control until the king's edict had been 
executed completely; furthermore, as royal offices fell vacant, they were 
to be given to members of the Kage is The risks of rebellion ran high, 
and Guise's faction could not afford a reconciliation unless they held the 
upper hand. 

Confronted with this list of extortions, Catherine sent them on 
to the king with a personal promise "to reduce them. . ., if it is 


Li yet the elderly queen's determina- 


possible, to something reasonable," 
tion could not mask the weakness of the royal bargaining position. Without 


the additional argument of arms, moral suasion was unlikely to convince 


Guise to return to obedience; and despite encouraging reports concerning 
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a Swiss a the queen mother was disappointed with Henry's lack of 
is Per alee In contrast, by mid-May the ultra-catholics claimed an im- 
pressive number of troops, soon to be augmented by the arrival of 8,000 
German one cneaicee aan They held positions of strength throughout the 
country: the important cities of Orléans, Tours, Angers, Bourges, Nantes, 
and Lyons were under League control, as were most of Picardy, Champagne, 
and Burgundy, with areas of support in Auvergne and Praeencebee® Although 
Catherine managed to extend the illusory truce for another Phage no one 
seemed to take it very seriously, as Guise himself left negotiations for a 
few days in order to lead a successful assault upon Poni. ee After its 
fall, the preservation of Metz became even more important, and reinforce- 
ments were sent out and the citadel strengthened under the queen's urgings. 
Yet these precautions did not calm Catherine's fears that a League attack 
would succeed in giving the rebels an unchallenged dominance in northeast 
France which would threaten even her personal atocnaae In her eyes, 
peace with the Pre fn ees was the only answer. 

And so Catherine impatiently awaited her son's reply to the 
thirty-four articles to give her an indication of how she was expected to 
bargain with the League. However, in the interval the duke of Guise font 
a new grievance with which he threatened to disrupt negotiations: he had 
heard that the king's Swiss troops were preparing to enter France, in 
violation (claimed Guise) of the terms of the eae at Aue In vain the 
queen argued that the Swiss were not covered by the treaty; the duke in- 


sisted that if they crossed the border he would consider the truce 


nullified, and would send for his German mercenaries to go to the aid of 
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‘ ; 154 ; ; , ; 
his brother and cousins. With this ominous warning Guise retired from 
Chalons to assemble his troops near Verdun, where he issued a demand that 
F , : ie 

the king halt the Swiss outside France. 

The duke's exaggerated anxiety probably had arisen from an 
apparent resurgence in royalist hopes. Metz continued to withstand League 

LS 
pressure; ° the king's supporters in Normandy and Brittany were raising 
money and troops to oppose the ultra-catholic duke of Nenetetae we opposi- 


tion was growing to the duke of Aumale's rampages in Petey aes the 


‘ 15 
powerful duke of Montmorency seemed about to come to terms with the king; 2 
' a 160 
Henry was massing troop strength near Paris. However, the news that 
was most heartening (or disheartening, depending upon point of view) came 
from the Orléanais region: when both royal and League forces attempted to 
relieve the huguenot-held town of Gien, the king's troops won out over both 
ae | 161 
calvinists and catholics to retake the prize for the monarchy. These 
scattered indications of anti-League strength created the awareness that 
an ultra-catholic triumph was not inevitable if Henry would only take 
decisive action; or, as the English ambassador optimistically observed: 
"If the King would go roundly to work, that men might be out of doubt of 
his intention, [the Leaguers | were in great danger to repent the enterprise 
, : lees ? e : 
of this action. Little wonder that Guise was said to have turned grey 
, 16 
with worry. % 
Yet, locked in his indecision, Henry gave no clues as to the 
course he would follow. Naturally, by this time most rumours gave strong 


164 
odds favouring a settlement with the League, a denouement deemed 


sufficiently probable despite the king's earlier promises of protection 
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to the huguenots that Navarre began to arm openly in anticipation of re- 
newed religious eouelcrace. Other observers formed opposing conclusions. 
Acknowledging Henry's undisguised hatred for the Guises, his cherished 
dignity offended by rebellion (regardless of the excuses offered), and his 
tortuous subtlety of mind, they suggested that the king's dealings with 
the League were meant only to gain time. Once his Swiss had arrived and 
all troops were assembled, Henry would decry the ultra-catholic duplicity; 
and, "showing himself ready to march against them, as attempters against 
his estate and as hypocrites under the colour of Pel tetone nS he would 
destroy them. It was not an impossible scenario, except for the casting 
of the central character. 

While pundits speculated and Henry procrastinated, Guise moved to 
maintain the upper hand. Having left the queen mother with a veiled threat 
of his intention to march on Parisien the duke in no way allayed the 
fear by continuing to concentrate his troops in apparent preparation for 
some venture. Rumours spreading throughout the ranks that the capital 
was to be their dave nation reached Catherine's ear simultaneously with 
reports from Paris of a conspiracy against the king's drew Warning 
her son to take great care “especially around your 5 i the queen 
tried desperately to avert some calamity by resuming negotiations, but 
Guise prolonged his absence while sending word of his adamant opposition 
to the entry of the king's Suissa ee Sensing an impasse that would be to 
the League's advantage, Catherine finally advised Henry to humour the 
duke, arguing that the Swiss would not be ready to cross the border for 


another week, by which time either an agreement would have been reached 
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or the formal truce would have eri eeda. A few days later she repeated 
this counsel, now reinforced by a definite promise from the ultra-catholics 
that if the king did not agree, he would see their German mercenaries 
marching towards his coeteal Faced with this uninviting prospect, 
Henry again pani taleecda and an exultant Guise wrote, "Our affairs keep 
going better and better, and at all times show God to favour the justice 
of our ause." 2 

Encouraged by his deity's support and his king's spinelessness, 
the catholic duke returned to Epernay boasting that the League would 
recruit all catholics from the king's Swiss levy, which he claimed was 
already split by tensions between heretics and poe e It was an 
inauspicious opening to another round of talks. The queen mother had 
received Henry's reply to the League articles in which he admitted pri- 
vately that if the ultra-catholics insisted upon securities, some towns 
would have to be granted, but he hoped that their number would be as small 
as pose thick With this major concession, the negotiations degenerated 
into a haggling match. Catherine initiated proceedings on a conciliatory 
note, deleting some parts from the king's instructions "to put in other 
milder words, in order not to startle [the Lessueralimeos but all of the 
queen's soft answers could not turn away the ultra-catholics' wrath at the 
apparent lack of provision for their guarantees. As the arguments waxed 
fiercer, the king's emissary attempted to help the royal cause by inquir- 
ing of Guise's party why they now asked for securities when four months 


earlier they had not; the Leaguers' unanimous fury at this question finally 


resigned Catherine to asking what guarantees they did want. Leaping at 
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this sign of surrender, the catholics mentioned Metz--"of which I wanted 
to remove all hope from them"--and then moved on to all other securities, 
the queen mother making "the smallest offers that were possible for erates 
Thus began the bartering for control of France. The catholic leaders were 
determined to drive the price tag for their nominal obedience as high as 
possible, while Catherine fought to minimize their gains lest the king be 
left so weakened that the monarchy would be at the mercy of the League. 

This atmosphere of demand and counter-offer prevailed for the 
next few days, until Guise and the cardinal Bourbon informed the queen 
mother that as they were not authorized by their colleagues to accept any- 
thing less than the original articles, they were leaving negotiations 
until they could receive further iweeradvdenaeae” Infuriated by this 
latest ploy, Catherine herself threatened to break off all talks, until 
the usually quiescent duke of Lorraine managed to convince both sides to 
resume their attempts at sattbedeae, t04 The verbal struggle continued: 
now, in addition to their securities, the Leaguers demanded some provision 
by which huguenots would be stripped of their property, as well as the 
right for the ultra-catholics to levy their own Swiss mercenaries without 
express royal jemibeeiowune Noncommital on the former but vehemently 
opposed to the latter, the queen mother also rejected claims that all 
Leaguers who had taken towns should be confirmed in their de facte posts, 
for "it is more than reasonable that those who did not adhere to their 
party and remained steadfast in [the king's] service should be maintained 


183 


in their offices." As for the major stumbling block of securities, 


Catherine found she could do little to decrease "their insufferable 
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demands" and bitterly wrote the king, "they want to divide the kingdom 
with you, and neither myself, nor one of those of your council, will ever 
advise you to do Teles 

The little progress that had been made in reducing League demands 
was evident in a new list of articles that catholic leaders sent to the 
ehepePs Now religion appeared almost as an afterthought, mentioned only 
in a request that the anti-huguenot edict be formulated in accordance with 
previous League declarations, while the balance of the document was devoted 
to the physical safeguarding of ultra-catholic interests. Although some 
minor officials had been dropped from the list of compulsory benefits, 
the main dignitaries simply repeated their earlier demands (except for the 
duke of Elbeuf, who now asked for the government of all League places in 
Dauphiné instead of the government of Anjou.) Any royal bluff had failed; 
the League was holding firm. 

Such were the discouraging tidings for the king of France. Already 
exhausted by the turbulence of the past months, Henry was now an uneasy 
mixture of frustration, anger, indecision, and boredom. Enmeshed within 
his own shortcomings, he retreated further and further under League pres- 
sure and yet preserved some vague hope of ultimate triumph, an idea so 
disconnected from reality that it might be termed a vision rather than any 
rational scheme. In a letter to his ambassador at Weotice sae the king 
admitted that in his great desire to pacify his country he had agreed to 
many of the League's conditions, but now it seemed the rebels wished to 
control "the best cities and provinces in my kingdom, under the pretext 


of their 'securities.'" If such were the case, Henry declared, "I have 
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deliberated defending meeeks as much as possible, preferring to risk the 
principle than to despoil myself under the pretext of peace." Appealing 
to the Venetians' traditional anti-Habsburg sentiment, the French king 
offered the grandiose possibility of war against the Spanish monarch and 
his associates, "rather than suffer that under the mask of friendship he 
should ruin my State, as he is doing very maliciously by means of silver;" 
but to preserve his kingdom and to prevent Spanish aggrandizement, Henry 
would need help--chiefly money, "for that is what I lack the most." Thus 
the letter could be interpreted as a mere appeal for funds, but behind the 
bravado and empty rhetoric lurked the vengeful pride and determination 
which, if shrouded by indecision at the moment, augured disaster for the 
League in future. 

At the moment, however, the ultra-catholics seemed in little 
danger, as the king showed no inclination to deviate from his recent pat- 
tern of continual concessions. Yet, finding his latest proposals still 
inadequate, in disgust the rebel princes left Epernay to join their troops 
while reports spread of their intention to march upon Pauican a Confronted 
with this dangerous prospect, the dispirited queen mother abandoned all 
hopes of peace, complaining that "whatever I did, I could gain moehiesin 
--an assessment that was confirmed by the League's presentation of their 
"derniére resolution." Virtually demanding that the king proclaim an 
edict Bee tice arae huguenots and then entrust its execution to the League, 
the catholic princes made the innovative promise that, in return, they 
189 


would "retire to their houses to finish their days in private life." 


The glaring contradiction between the latter offer and their request to 
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60 
lead the king's armies prevented either the queen mother or the king from 
considering the proposition seriously, but it served to place additional 
pressure upon Henry to concede to League demands: now the ultra-catholics 
could publicize the disingenuous document as proof of their lack of self- 
diverestade’ 

Surprised by this public relations coup, shocked by Catherine's 
discouragement, and frightened by League troop movements, the king quickly 
dispatched a messenger to make a more tempting offer to the rebels, whom 
he hoped to entice back to negotiations by sending Villeroy, one of his 
most important councillors, to assist the elderly adeenmer Despite 
Henry's obvious determination to pacify the League, his mother thought the 
latest proposals still inadequate to accomplish this end, and advised the 
king to increase the provisions before the rebel leaders succeeded in 
cutting off the entry of the royal Swiss aidiond 6 Nevertheless, perhaps 
reassured by recent victorious skirmishes against League forces in 
plat out we Henry preferred to await the ultra-catholics' reaction before 
offering any further surrender of sovereignty. 

For once, the king's optimism was vindicated. When Guise and 
the cardinal Bourbon arrived at Epernay, they declared themselves 
satisfied (if not delighted) with the latest royal bribes, and on 20 June 
1585 the weary queen mother could report happily: ‘Thanks to God, this 
afternoon we have done... a good work, for we have come to an agreement 
for peaceMie e When Henry received news of the settlement, he attended 
celebrations in the place de Gréve "wearing a joyful ficchadale despite 


the fact, as L'Estoile acidly remarked, that the king "yet loved [the 
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; P 196 ; 
League] as little as he did war. For the moment, Henry forgot his 
personal hatreds; the cataclysm was averted, or at least postponed. 
However, the disputes were not over yet. Even as Catherine moved 
to Nemours in preparation for the formal signing, she became involved in 
a new argument with the ultra-catholic leader. By the terms of the 
temporary accord Guise had agreed to halt League recruitment in Switzerland, 
but when his message conveniently arrived too late to countermand the 
Eo F a teats ‘ 
levy, the duke was predictably reluctant to dismiss his new 8,000 
soldiers. Claiming that the League's troops were all good catholics while 
the king's levy was composed of calvinists and adventurers, Guise proposed 
with great ingenuousness that "for this occasion, it would be good to send 


nL98 As 


back [Henry's Swiss] and use [the League's], who are catholics. 
this suggestion seemed ridiculously dangerous to the weary queen mother, 
the controversy continued until the League agreed not to use their Swiss 
if the king would help defray the cost of the tevy Gee Finally, for the 
sake of expediency a decision on this matter was deferred until after the 
official signing of the peace treaty on 7 July in the town of Nemours. 
It was, nominally, an occasion for rejoicing, yet the ominous fragility 
of the new alliance was foreshadowed in the fact that the cosignors met 
again that afternoon to work out arrangements for the separation of their 
respective forces in order to prevent hagodsheancue 

eiéney had achieved his peace, but at what cost? 

The treaty of Nemours is usually condemned as a supreme surrender 
of the last Valois roi-fainéant, and, in many ways, this harsh appraisal 


seems qumdterea: Set Certainly the king's role in shaping the document 
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62 
was negligible: openly League-inspired, nearly all provisions were meant 
for the immediate or ultimate benefit of the ultra-catholics. Yet if 
Henry had failed to halt the League offensive, he had succeeded in 
weakening its thrust: the bitter defeat was eased by a few minor 
victories. 

Fulfilling the king's first promise to the League and following 
the conventional pattern of such legislation, the He eee began with 
the proclamation of a "perpetual and irrevocable edict" against the prac- 
tice of any religion other than the catholic, apostolic, and Roman faith. 
To effect this spiritual homogeneity, all calvinist ministers were to 
leave France within one month of the edict's publication in parlement, 
and all subjects were to profess the catholic religion within six months, 
the latter extended time at the king's insistence. Henry had also modified 
the Leaguers' proposed punishments: should any huguenot reject conver- 
sion, he was to suffer exile, not death, and first would be allowed to 
dispose of his goods. However, the ultra-catholics triumphed in decree- 
ing that a heretic could refuse exile only "under penalty of seizure of 
life and property,'"' thus ensuring the militants of both bloodshed and 
booty. In a further demonstration of strength, Guise and his faction had 
won a specific declaration intended against the king of Navarre that all 
non-catholics, regardless of rank, were incapable of holding "'benefices, 
public office, . . . estates, and high positions," while the ultra- 
catholics also insisted that all cities awarded the huguenots as secu- 
rities were to be freed immediately. The Leaguers even made provision 


for the edict's enforcement; it was to be registered by all parlements 


Ay) 
jnnem -o1e4 vaokeivotd) alte ernest 
22 teY .ephteiasorenailer sd. ke 42 .onpd: pant: 
nt pehseoove Berl od oc sila sugaied ova 
sont ws? s vd Sear He 
cats aie 
gniwoflot bre. sugsed 9d p34 pehtiong Jextivetgelt 
itiw regsd SOE owas add sadtteletael fovea 
~onyy sit tentege “3oths ai lal bong ema agneg! et 
(ake? -odmoe bits 5 kfaaae ,BEnbMaeS ois ame, tonto tat 
0’ ssw a@vateinis jabdiwles Lin -vitoabgcind Lauttetqe ati 29 
ptneasiseg af soltsobidug atoms aiid do cms tsa 


.edinom xtd aidaiy potgifes ps. 16 ae Lesa iw atost 


bstitbom osls Ewa siceH «gan 


~teiI0D talon jonsuged ae gmt 


o3 banat ie sd plow spe brie 


—yos2 26 sjonsuaqui sft Bet 


no¥ervorg ober 


‘ eJnonsissq Ife yd) ber 


63 
without modification, and its execution was to be sworn by all princes 
and royal office-holders, including local officials. 

The rest of the treaty was devoted to the protection of the 

League in general and to the well-being of its leaders in particular. 
Demanding complete absolution from past anti-monarchical sins, the ultra- 
catholics drafted a comprehensive list of transgressions to which the 
king reluctantly gave his sanction: 

having recognized what has been done by the princes, officers 

of the crown, prelates, lords, and other of his officers, cities, 

and communities, and by all those who followed, aided, and 

favoured them in these recent agitations and disturbances, 

in as much as in the capture of weapons, cities, fortresses, 

funds from his general and particular revenues .. ., provi- 

sions, manufacture and taking of artillery, powder, and 

cannonballs, and other munitions of war, dealings with and 

levies of men of war, ransomings, acts of hostility, and 

generally all that was done, waged, and negotiated up to now 

within and without the kingdom for reason of the above, even 

though it is not specially expressed and specified; has been 

for the zeal and affection that they have for the maintenance 

and preservation of the catholic, apostolic, and Roman 

religion, His Majesty finds it agreeable, approves it, and 

desires that they be acquitted of all .. ., without being 

able to be blamed in the future. 

In addition to this humiliating admission of powerlessness, 

Henry was forced to promise that any criminal judgments made against 
ultra-catholics because of their recent activities would be nullified, 
all royal officeholders who followed the League would be maintained in 
their responsibilities, and all cities that declared for the rebels would 
be left in their usual state, without the installation of any royal 
garrisons. By these provisions the Leaguers compelled the king to bestow 


his official blessing upon acts of treason while giving the erstwhile 


rebels comprehensive legal safeguards against royal retribution. 
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Yet, as Guise had just demonstrated, legality meant little against 
an army; and, in full appreciation of such harsh realities, the princes 
insisted upon more tangible forms of protection. Again, Henry unwillingly 
made a potentially disastrous concession but managed to reduce its impact 
in several minor ways: although forced to award various cities as 
guarantees to the catholic leaders, the king whittled down their original 
demands to a more tolerable level. Failing to win the much desired Metz 
either on the battlefield or at the bargaining table, the duke of Guise 
had to content himself with retaining Toul and Verdun, as well as St. Dizier 
and Chalons-sur-Marne; the cardinal Bourbon gained not Rouen and Dieppe, 
but Soissons; Mayenne kept Dijon and Beaune, as he had wished; Mercoeur 
was awarded the relatively insignificant Dinan and le Conquet, instead of 
St. Malo and Nantes; Aumale had named six towns in Picardy for himself, 
but received only one; Elbeuf was given not the command of League cities 
in Dauphiné, but the government of the small province of Bourbonnais; 
the cardinal Guise gained no real estate at all. However, as compensation 
for any disappointments in the distribution of securities, each of the 
seven catholic princes was to be given a personal guard of honour, main- 
tained at the king's expense. In effect, Henry rewarded his nobles for 
past disobediences and subsidized their capacity to commit future acts 
of hostility, but in so doing he kept some important towns out of their 
hands. 

Royal assumption of further financial obligations also solved 
the problem of Guise's mercenaries. By promising to reimburse the League 


for all expenditures resulting from foreign levies, the king succeeded in 
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65 
ordering the German troops to withdraw from the French countryside. While 
the infantry was to be dismissed outright, the cavalry was to remain on 
the border at the king's expense for use against possible huguenot-led 
forces; however, first the soldiers had to swear an oath of loyalty to 
Henry which would supersede all previous pledges to the catholic princes. 
Once more, the king had modified some League demands but at considerable 
expense; peace was proving as costly as war. 

In return for these immense gains, the League relinquished very 
little. One article of the treaty bound the ultra-catholics to return 
their villes de seureté to the king in five years "without delay, excuse, 
or tardiness"--a slight improvement over their original promise to give 
up the guarantees when they judged the anti-calvinist edict to be executed 
completely, but in essence still a meaningless pledge without a large 
royal army to enforce it. Another provision verging upon fantasy involved 
the princes’ promise to quit all "leagues and associations within and 
without the kingdom;" however, it did satisfy Henry's need for some sort 
of moral paaetrsn which he could apply against Guise's ties with Spain. 
The Leaguers were not even required to swear obedience to the king nor 
to recognize him as leader of the new religious crusade; the latter was 
taken as understood (in theory if never in practice), and the former was 
considered irrelevant for, according to the earlier articles of absolution, 
the ultra-catholics had never been guilty of disobedience. Certainly, 
the settlement made rebellion profitable for the League. 

Yet, in his erratic way, Henry did win a few victories. Although 


the lack of a direct catholic heir to the throne had stimulated the 
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League's very existence, the treaty made no specific mention of the suc- 
cession: despite his fatuous wish to be addressed as "Monsieur," the 
cardinal Bourbon had not gained recognition as the heir apparent. 
Supposedly, as a calvinist Navarre was deprived of his rights, but his 
status was unassailable should he convert; moreover, it could be argued 
that "offices, estats, et dignitez" did not pertain to the rights of 
kingship, which were beyond such mundane regulation. Through a combina- 
tion of ambiguity and determination, Henry had staved off the ultra- 
catholic attempt to tamper with the fundamental laws of his kingdom. In 
addition, the crown's final settlement with the rebels also destroyed 
the League's credibility as a movement for social reform, for Guise had 
failed to alleviate taxation, to call a new session of the Estates 
General, or even to weaken (let alone dislodge) the two royal favourites. 
In this sense, the peace of Nemours stripped the League of its pretensions 
to reveal its essence as a vehicle for princely greed tempered with 
genuine Pete yale convictions. Generally, the king's successes represented 
nebulous possibilities rather than comforting actualities; instead of 
giving up great tracts of land, he had offered the Leaguers promises of 
massive financial support (from which he hoped to extricate himself 
later), and he had gained a further six months in which to manoeuvre. To 
say that the situation might have been worse is to damn with faint praise, 
but this seems the fairest assessment of Henry's agreement with the 
League. 

Peace had not come cheaply to the unhappy monarch. His sheer 


physical losses were enormous, for several important towns had passed 


30 
aia saath nol tiem age cee enn 00 
" wstanot” ce bobaothhe 2d a sy a 
-Apoteqgs Ted ot /ge nipion Rates 
etd sud ,eadghn ald to bavtxgeb enw scare stat 
bsugye edi bivoo 34 visvesites itevAeD od Sivede 
to etdg?s oft ot mhedreg) Jor bis, “xazimakh 38 
=Entdmo> 5 feueaT otisfugar snebrarst dove er 
~stiia oft 230 bowade bis inal coe 
v1. soobgald eth to ‘ewal Fegnseus be? aiid iste apn. 
bayorseeb bole lads oda Atty ernae 
had seku® 0% jekectiie Iskdoe xo} Ingato 8 2B Te tation 
aedteteti s#4 to pokeasa. aah rene cr | 
.eotkseovat Issa ows ad2 aia cin — oe . 
| ‘ uss. nal 
gsUR RR 30 an te 
i2iw bsreqasa Gssa/eloontsn 29% stot Ont Bens eat ; x 
hadjqessxqss esapsooue & ‘gata ois ikbsienen quvoksaivuos uoiahles anton 
ie beosant peor 1leuioeqgabazo ios ttasta serisex eotsbibdteuan anoludan 
to asetgorg etaugnat, ‘ear oreo bed af «bse do ater? jnotg qm acivig - 
seid) saaots9%9 ot bagont ar is eee mot?) aspqqve Intongen? ovieese 
of .sxvscanm 03 fokitw at addition tae. wedeei@ banteg bat ad baa , (xeaal 
_sabaxg nie? dsiw aneh o2 al setow nosed oved sigio norshertte sid Jedd yee 
ee ee searbe? add emage ebds sud 
vant) 02! Yio samp abi ations” 
b texevoe x01 ,eioahcoas. 30M aed polseh 


asolensie1g 2th to gugead odd 


saote ath , athansom ya 
heeesq hei parvo 


f @ 7 
fa 


$ cae an? wae | 


67 
out of his control, and the depleted royal treasury would be drained by 
his financial commitments; yet these tangible privations were insignificant 
compared to the broader defeat that they symbolized. By accepting League 
demands, Henry extended recognition and even material aid to a powerful 
faction that obviously would obey the king only insofar as he moved to 
effect policies which the ultra-catholics would define. Essentially anti- 
monarchical in sentiment, the Leaguers had won their position through 
insurrection; while purportedly serving a higher authority than a mere 
terrestrial sovereign, they seemed to confuse their deity's voice with 
that of their war-lord, the duke of Guise. Intimidation and political 
blackmail had served the ambitious duke well, and would do so again 
during the next three years. Henry had obtained his peace, but by its 
terms he was to share his kingdom with a charismatic figure who was 
already treated as a demi-dieu by a worshipful catholic populace. 

The first confrontation had ended in a formal alliance between 
king and duke, but it was to be an uneasy partnership which the resentful 


Henry would consider less and less supportable as time went by. 
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CHAPTER I: FOOTNOTES 


tone atmosphere at the French court in the spring of 1585 is 
best conveyed in the many reports of Stafford, the English ambassador, 
found in CSPF, XIX. 


ar ated propaganda was to claim that Guise formed the League 
after learning that his king was allied with Elizabeth of England and 
Henry of Navarre in a plot to exterminate all catholics. La Vie et 
faits notables de Henry de Valois, Archives curiuses de l'histoire de 


France depuis Louis XI jusqu'a Louis XVIII, ed. by M. L. Cimber and F. 
Danjou (27 vols.; Paris: Beauvais, 1834-1840), lst ser., XII, 465. 
Collection cited hereafter as Arch. cur. 


qe eaeiebra to Walsingham, 22 Feb. 1585, CSPF, XIX, 276. 


aT eaten 375; Estienne Pasquier, Lettres historiques pour 
les années 1556-1594 (Geneva: Librairie Droz, 1966), 251. Cited here- 
after as Pasquier. 


pevdars togParma, 27 Feb. 31585, (CSPF. xix. 2387.. 
6 ; 

Pasquier, 252. 

Tae p 
L Estoile, 375. 


ooeakford to Walsingham, 20 March 1585, CSPF, XIX, 311. 


erie and Stafford to Walsingham, 13 March 1585, CSPF, XIX, 
SiG; 


tO ampeoare. 875% 
Eeyeneean 66-67. 


Tereeatonre, 375% 


epaeadtert 254; Stafford to Walsingham, 20 March 1585, CSPF, XIX, 
341. 
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TO re date of the discovery is given variously as 12 March 
(L'Estoile, 376), the 14th (Busini to Vinta, 29 March 1585, Negs. Toscane, 
IV, 552), and the 16th (Stafford to Walsingham, 20 March 1585, CSPF, XIX, 
339). L'Estoile reported the cache as 700 harquebus and 250 corselets 
(L'Estoile 376); Busini gave a more enthusiastic estimate of 1,200 
harquebus, 300 corselets, and 300 pikes (Negs. Toscane, IV, 552). 


Peotattord to Walsingham, 20 March 1585, CSPF, XIX, 340. 


Ae pueint to Vinta, 29 March 1585, Negs. Toscane, IV, 552-553; 
Stafford to Walsingham, 20 March 1585, CSPF, XIX, 339-340. 


eat ford to Walsingham, 20 March 1585, CSPF, XIX, 340. 


I rides Busini to Vinta, 29 March 1585, Negs. Toscane, IV, 553. 


FY catherine de Medici to Guise, 16 March 1585, Lettres, VIII, 


242. 


ibd d 46000-2438. 


he nehin 67n. 


Oe afford to Walsingham, 20 March 1585, CSPF, XIX, 341. 


eo tae. VI, 199; Jean de Serres, Generall Historie of France, 
to 1598, trans. by E. Grimeston (London: George Eld, 1611), 832. Cited 
hereafter as Serres. 


oF cuationd to Walsingham, 22 March 1585, CSPF, XIX, 349. 


fee eased to Walsingham, 24 March 1585, CSPF, XIX, 354-355. 
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Oe enero nd to Walsingham, 24 March 1585, CSPF, XIX, 355. 


Oo ees Georg to Walsingham, 29 March 1585, CSPF, XIX, 362. 


caries de Valois, ed., Histoire de la Ligue: Oeuvre inédite 
d'un contemporain (Paris: Librairie Renouard, 1914), 131. Cited here- 
after as Valois. 
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Pe ieee) VI, 199. 
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CHAPTER II 


RELUCTANT ALLIANCE, AUGUST 1585-MAY 1588 


For nearly three years after August of 1585, the Treaty of 
Nemours was to define the official relationship between Henry III and the 
League. By the terms which had been hammered out with so much difficulty, 
an ultra-catholic faction strengthened by royal concessions was to ally 
with the French king in a campaign to eradicate heresy within the realm. 
However, as this crusade was clearly a League policy which had been forced 
upon the king, it is unsurprising that Henry was to expend most of his 
energy in the next few years in attempts to avoid fulfilling the treaty's 
provisions. By working for Navarre's conversion to catholicism, by 
delaying and pleading penury, eventually by pitting calvinist and ultra- 
catholic against each other, Henry sought to reverse the ignominy of an 
agreement which made the duke of Guise the pre-eminent political figure in 
France. 

Yet as Guise's star rose, Henry's fell ever lower. Long suspect 
to his subjects because of his lack of application to duty and his 
flagrantly decadent eccentricities, once more the king had acquitted him- 
self with little honour in the public's eyes. The Leaguers despised him 
for bowing to them so easily; the huguenots denounced him for breaking his 
recent oaths of support; the non-League catholics condemned him for both 
reasons, as well as for his failure to appreciate their existence and 
organize their support. Distrusted by all sides, Henry was contributing 


to his own isolation and impotence, and Valois prestige was hitting bottom. 
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Perhaps the saddest aspect of Henry's humiliation lay in the fact 
that his treaty of pacification had condemned his country to further civil 
war. Indeed, the king's own behaviour had steadily reduced the alternatives 
to a tacit royal surrender, for his continual preference for a passive 
role, combined with his unrealistic wish to reconcile the League to the 
crown without violence, had prevented him from taking a decisive stand 
against the ultra-catholics. Failing even to refute the Leaguers' claim 
to be not rebels but defenders of the faith, Henry projected an image of 
fumbling uncertainty that lost him the supporters that a show of determined 
self-confidence might have won. In addition, he neglected to send 
explicit instructions to all royal office-holders, an omission that allowed 
many towns to fall under League control or to slip into a watchful 
neutrality that accepted garrisons from neither king nor insurgents. 
Reluctant to take any action, Henry mobilized his resources slowly, and 
once he finally had assembled troops, he could not decide to use them. 
Essentially, the king failed to realize that he had only two choices--to 
conquer or to submit--and his hesitation to attempt the former made the 
latter inevitable. . 

As king, Henry bore the ultimate responsibility for this ironic 
peace that meant "the renewing of an old age His inertia and inde- 
cision would cause many parts of his kingdom to suffer the immeasurable 
miseries of war, to pay for which other areas would experience severe 
financial oppression. Foreseeing this fate in March, the king had wanted 
to save his country from such destruction; by July he wanted only to save 


himself from annihilation. As his views had grown more self-centred, his 
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own preservation became paramount, and in the end he considered Nemours 
a treaty of peace because it meant that the League would be fighting some- 
one other than himself. 

Yet Henry's near catatonic indecision rendered him an unsatis-—- 
factory scapegoat. Most observers horrified by the Treaty of Nemours saw 
the king as weak but not malicious, betrayed rather than betrayer, the 
pitiable object of dastardly manipulation who "little by little .. . hath 
been by their traitorous dealings, and by the fears that there have been 
put into him by them that have betrayed him, brought to consent to their 
en ae: As might be expected, the role of prime traitor was assigned to 
the little-loved queen mother, whose legendary Machiavellianism and 
prominence in eae Cieeions made her the target of anti-League opprobrium. 

Although it seems difficult to justify the accusation that 
Catherine de Medici deliberately sold out her son to the League, and in 
fact the sound advice and honest concern revealed in her letters contra- 
dicts any such idea, many contemporaries espoused this view with enthu- 
siasm. The reasons alleged for her defection ranged from love for the 
duke of Lorraine's fae (who Aven tpe might succeed to the throne if 
the Bourbons were barred), to hatred for her son's meerone to anger at 
her subsequent exclusion from are! Yet the most popular explanation 
grew less from political analysis than from widespread suspicion of the 
queen as an ambitious power-broker who once again was playing a cynically 
tortuous game in hope of regaining personal supremacy; or, as the English 
ambassador described, 


there remaineth still in her the old accustomed humour to 
have sundry ways to the wood, and that therefore she will 
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maintain the King, King of Navarre, (and) Duke of Guise, 

that it may be, they may all rely upon her and that one 

flinching from her the other two may still be strong 

enough to maintain her.8 
A further variation of this theme suggested that Catherine exaggerated 
the League threat to the king so that Henry would be frightened into giv- 
ing her full poueter thereupon, she expected to subdue Guise's faction 
and thus win her son's mnaving eee In short, it was believed 
that whether or not the queen mother sincerely supported the ultra- 
catholics, she was determined to exploit their existence to her own 
advantage and to France's detriment. 

Perhaps such vilification is comprehensible in light of 
Catherine's past activities, but it was unwarranted in the situation of 
1585. Far from betraying Henry to the League, the queen mother sent her 
son a continuous stream of letters that alternately begged, cajoled, 
ordered, and nagged him to reinforce his cities and assemble his troops 
as soon as possible; moreover, despite age and illness, Catherine subjected 
herself to the exhausting series of negotiations with Guise and his party, 
haggling as best she could for more acceptable terms for the monarchy. 
Certainly, she never sought a rapprochement between king and Leaguers by 
portraying the rebels in sympathetic terms, for at best she described them 
as very ncenennabien. and at worst as wickedly dtereenecceul ya As for 
the accusation that the queen was encouraging the ultra-catholics ultimately 
to enhance her own stature, even ambassador Stafford (who had little cause 
to trust the wily lady) commented sceptically to his English correspondent, 


“what likelihood there is for an old woman at her end for ambition to arm 


so tickle and strong subjects in her son's realm against him, I leave it 
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Yet if Catherine cannot be castigated for a deliberate surrender 
to the League, neither should she be exempt from all blame for the 
disastrous settlement signed at Nemours. Although she urged Henry to 
build up his forces, such preparation was always for the purpose of 
gaining "a more advantageous palace the queen did not appear ready to 
risk an actual sHiMiiearoy confrontation as an alternative to a costly 
pacification. While appreciating the harmful nature of all concessions 
to the League, Catherine seemed panic-stricken by the possibility of a 
catholic offensive against Paris, and to prevent this she was prepared to 
meet almost any of Guise's demands. It was an ironic contrast: over- 
awed by the League's reported strength, the normally resolute queen mother 
bowed to pressure, as her habitually weak-willed son still showed a 
determination to keep major prizes out of the ultra-catholics' grasp. In 
the end, Catherine seemed to follow the reasoning of many royalists: if 
the country were to divide into calvinist and catholic camps, the king 
could not hope to exist independently and thus had to ally himself with 
those who represented the vanguard of the catholic majority. The queen 
did not mislead her son intentionally, but she appears guilty of an error 
in judgment, for conciliation could prove as destructive to the monarchy 
as war. 

Of course, Henry did not rely exclusively on his mother's 
advice, and others shared the decisions which led to the Treaty of 
Nemours. Prominent were the two notorious favourites, who formed the 


nucleus of Henry's self-conscious attempt to construct a king's party. 
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86 
The duke of Joyeuse proved a disappointment in that his total self- 
absorption and avid dedication to frivolity precluded any serious atten- 
tion to matters of state; moreover, he exhibited vaguely ultra-catholic 
predilections, probably the result of family ties with the house of 
eee roped No such charge could be levelled against the duke of Epernon, 
whose outspoken hatred for the League and its Woden” led the English 
ambassador to surmise optimistically: "All the good that is in that man 
is that he is very vehement against them and their action; though it be 
not with the good mind that it should be, it may serve to a good earteu 
The prophecy was not fulfilled, for, although normally of a less languorous 
temperament than either Joyeuse or his royal master, Epernon fell seriously 


ill during the spring and summer of 1585, 46 and what little energy he 


retained was devoted to a spirited (and successful) defence of Meereaa 
In addition, the royalist camp was split by the intense rivalry between 
the two mignons which now grew so bitter that one observer commented, "If 
[Henry ] were my king, I would pray to God to help him, that leaveth all 
counsels to follow two only, and they not agreed, for their own pnb aetenss° 
However much Henry relied upon them, his two best friends gave him little 
help. 

Perhaps the king's previous preference for the young dukes' 
advice had created an estrangement with the rest of his council, for there 
seemed a curious lack of communication even during this time of crisis. 
Although it is impossible to credit Aubigné's furious accusation that all 


2 : Zi: 
royal advisors had been BWOn: Gil. MeebYeottcSsaf tom Spain," it cannot be 


denied that pro-League sympathies existed among certain members of the 
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council: Villequier was the father-in-law of the young lieutenant who 
held the city of Caen for the ultra-catholics, and Cheverny also had 
fairly clear ties with Guise's parey. ce Yet such tendencies could not be 
attributed to the two most important councillors, Villeroy and Belliévre, 
who also appeared to give ultimate support to a reconciliation with the 
League. Villeroy in particular defended this position, repeating the 
queen mother's argument that the monarchy could not hope to survive if 
alienated from the catholic majority, whose allegiance Guise apparently 
had Bn022 Evidently, none of the king's councillors was sufficiently 
in his confidence to persuade him to move with more determination; thus, 
lacking any innovative advice, Henry had followed the line of least 
resistance, which led directly to the Treaty of Nemours. 

If the responsibility for this debacle might be termed collective, 
it fell to the king alone to carry out its provisions with some semblance 
of dignity. Accordingly, on 13 July 1585 at Saint-Maur-les-Fossés, he 
gave a gracious welcome "a la eiedreuaene to the cardinal Bourbon and 
the three Guise brothers. Despite the apparent cordiality, it was noted 
that on their journey together into Paris "things went very coldly between 
Guise and Epernon, who could not hide his ab eine While Henry's 
feelings doubtless approximated those of his favourite, he kept them 
under better control until 18 July, the day set for the publication of the 
anti-huguenot edict, when, en route to parlement with the League leaders, 
the king reportedly lamented that: 

he had made two edicts of pacification . ..; the one, in 


the year 1577, against his conscience, by which he had 
tolerated the practice of the new religion, but which was 
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nevertheless very agreeable to him, as by this he had pursued 

the general tranquillity of all France; that presently he was 

going to have another published, in accordance with his 

conscience, but in which he took no pleasure, foreseeing that 

it would bring universal ruin to his State.26 
Regardless of the king's personal reluctance, upon his exit from parlement 
he was greeted by a vast crowd of Parisians cheering "with such great 
vehemence and demonstrations of joy that they say has never been een ae 
which L'Estoile sourly discounted as a claque of "thieves and riff-raff 

2 
. . and very small children" : hired by the League for the occasion. 

Henry himself gave little indication of pleasure at the unusual reception, 
thus: 

giving matter to the Guisards to exclaim, that inwardly he 

favoured the Hugonots [sic], and that by meer [sic] force 

he was drawn against his own Genius, by the zeal and industry 

of the Lords of the House of Lorraine, to denounce War 

against them. 29 
The mutual suspicion foretold the conflicts of the coming months. 

Despite L'Estoile's cynicism, the edict was received with wide- 
spread enthusiasm by the Parisian masses, who, thanks to League organiza- 
tion and propaganda, probably constituted the most fervent body of ultra- 
catholics within France. Apparently falling to understand the implica- 
tions of the new act, droves of people happily paraded to Notre-Dame de 
Paris chanting "We're going to hear the Te Deum of peace." 

No comforting delusions of peace existed for the huguenots, who 
were horrified by the breadth and vindictiveness of the new proclamation. 
Swearing that half of his moustache turned white with shock at the 


catastrophic wee Henry of Navarre complained to his royal brother-in- 


law that despite the calvinists' fidelity, "peace has been made both 
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: : ey? 
without me and against me. Yet, even after this betrayal, the 
diplomatic Navarre continued to direct all reprimands against the League, 
and not against the French king. Again stressing the similarity of 
royalist and calvinist interests, Navarre pointed out: 
What is more, your forces, your authority, and your funds 
have been divided in order to strengthen those who are 
armed against you, to give them more means to dictate the 
law to you themselves. This is what I find very harsh 
and almost intolerable. 
Realizing that the unhappy Valois must echo these sentiments, Navarre 
attempted to portray the current unrest not as the result of religious 
differences but as the consequence of traditional rivalry between the 
houses of Guise and Bourbon. To settle this deplorable conflict without 
involving the monarchy or the country at large, the calvinist king pro- 
posed the chivalrous (but unlikely) solution of hand-to-hand combat be- 
; 34 : Pe 8 is 
tween himself and the duke of Guise. If this anachronistic offer were 
made chiefly for effect, Navarre's attempts to pry the French king away 
from his alliance with the League were born of a desperate sincerity; how- 
ever, the calvinist leader apparently put little faith in the success of 
either tactic, and instead he realistically devoted his time to accumulat- 
ing forces in anticipation of a renewed civil war which promised to be 
Ve. ce . . oO 
without end and without limit. 
For those who were neither calvinist nor Leaguer, the treaty and 
resulting edict did not provoke the extreme feelings expressed by these 
partisans, but it certainly gave little cause for rejoicing. Staunch 


royalists disliked an agreement so to the king's disadvantage that "The ] 


was on foot and the League on horseback, and the penitent's sackcloth 
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that he wore was not proof against the armour that they wore on their 
packer” Others less firmly committed to the monarchical ideal simply 
abhorred the idea of further wapet! regarding the new proclamation 
"as the omen of the calamities which were going to swoop down upon the 
king and the kivedou. ee Yet, more than disappointment, the settlement 
created speculation as to the king's intentions towards Guise and his 
party. 

All the rhetoric in the Treaty of Nemours had not masked the 
fact that the king's protestations of love for his zealous servants were 
as meaningless as the Leaguers' declarations of eternal obedience to their 
monarch. Despite his apparent acquiescence, Henry had been deeply of- 
sander? and his paper promises could not disguise his incapacity to 
either forgive or forget those who had caused his humiliation; or, as 
Stafford picturesquely phrased it, "there is yet in his heart a great 
canker which he will seek to destroy them withal, and that his mind is 
fully bent to have an end of eHen ee 
Undeniably, the intention was there; the question was whether 
the king could ever find the means to effect it. Fully cognizant of 
their royal ally's attitude, the Leaguers were gambling that sheer physi- 
cal strength would be sufficient to protect them against any attempts at 
vengeance, as intimidation had already proved to be a profitable policy. 
Others were less convinced of its continued success, particularly in light 
of the six months' delay which Henry had arranged, suggesting that he was 
n41 


bringing to fruition some plan by which he would "ensnare these lords. 


If as yet the king lacked a coherent scheme, he did not lack the ambition 
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to find one, having already written of his plan to "take care to do by 
prudence what I cannot do by Setceynth 

Although it seemed doubtful that the king had formulated any 
definite strategy, it was obvious that his personal attitudes towards 
the calvinist menace did not coincide with his official position. Of 
course, in Henry's eyes the best solution for both France and himself was 
to be found in Navarre's conversion to catholicism, which would deprive 
the League not only of its chief pretext for war but also of its princi- 
pal excuse for existence. In quest of this painless panacea for his many 
political ills, within four days of the new edict's publication the king 
had dispatched a group of theologians and bureaucrats to persuade his 
stubborn heir to abjure his heresy. Evidently sharing his mother's con- 
viction that "there is no way ever to see a firm peace in this kingdom 
unless the king of Navarre becomes a atnolecyud> Henry yet despaired of 
the mission's success, foreseeing the seeds of its failure not in his own 
inconstancy but in the fact that Navarre "is surrounded by people so 
obstinate and headstrong in their religion, that they will never permit 
him to leave it, but will prefer their passions to his own well-being and 
the public welfare of this cthedoue"fd Despite Navarre's expected 
intransigeance, the king continued to extend small indications of favour, 
such as allowing the calvinist's declaration against the League to be 
printed with royal pYbeitesed? 

The duke of Epernon served as a less subtle weathervane of royal 
opinion, for as the individual closest to the king he was assumed to act 


as an unofficial spokesman in matters where Henry did not venture to 
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state his sentiments openly. Never hesitant to voice his hatred of the 
League, the overbearing duke had sworn earlier "that his lance or his 
sword would never aim against the house of poebon wen now he openly of- 
fered to serve as Navarre's second in a duel against the duke of Guaaen 7 
And while not daring to leave the king's side himself, Epernon urged his 
friends to rally to Navarre's aren aa action which left no doubt as 
to Henry's true sympathies in the approaching conflict. 

To increase further the suspicions already held by his catholic 
subjects, the unlucky Valois contrived to bring about a serious estrange- 
ment between himself and the papacy. Upon learning that the new papal 
nuncio for France exhibited flagrantly Spanish sympathies, Henry had 
ordered the prelate to be halted at Neen” when Sixtus V learned of his 
appointee's rejection, he exiled the French ambassador from the papal 
states within Rois Although the dispute was settled eventually, it 
had serious consequences, for while Henry lacked an official representa- 
tive at Rome, the pope issued a bull of excommunication against the king 
of Navarre and the prince of Condé. Even had it stopped at this simple 
pronouncement, the papal edict would have complicated the French political 
scene; however, the infamous brutum fulmen (as it was quickly dubbed by 
its many critics) continued on to declare that, as relapsed heretics, 
the two Bourbons were incapable of ever succeeding to the throne. 

The uproar was immediate. Delighted Leaguers foresaw their 
party's eeu but the vast majority of French catholics proved to be 
determined defenders of Gallican liberties. Enraged by the pope's inter-—- 
vention in an area which had been considered beyond his authority since 


the time of Philip the Pate they declared that all previous kings, 
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prelates, parlements and theological faculties had taught that "the pope 
has no right nor authority over this kingdom to rule in favour or to 
liquidate rights to this kingdom, nor to take it upon himself to determine 


, D) 
the succession." 3 


The Gallican torch was taken up by the parlement of 
Paris in an official remonstrance to the king which concluded that "the 
Court found the style of this bull so novel and so far removed from the 
modesty of former popes, that they did not recognize in it at all the 
voice of the Apostles' ste bases As a statement by a staunchly 
catholic group, this petition may be considered representative of the pro- 
found emotions evoked by the bull. 

For Henry, the brutum fulmen exacerbated an already difficult 
state of affairs. Deeply offended by the pope's lack of consultation 
concerning the Bali (which the king attributed to Spanish influence at 
Rone yore the French monarch showed a comprehensible unwillingness to 
enhance the League's stature by pressing for the edict's acceptance within 
his kingdom. For once, Henry's natural tendency to do nothing served 
himwell. By neither repudiating the bull publicly (as the more fervent 
Gallicans denanneaye nor attempting its publication in parlement (as he 
was enjoined to do by papal Wepvesentariveeyee he scored a tacit 
victory over the vociferous ultra-catholics. 

The general effects of the papal order upon the political situa- 
tion are difficult to assess. Although the brutum fulmen was not pub- 
lished, word of its contents was circulated by League propagandists, who 


later claimed that open papal condemnation had caused many previously mis- 


59 . 
guided catholics to abandon the king of Navarre. In defence of his 
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own tepid attitude towards the bull, the king argued a contrary interpre- 
tation: convinced by the Spanish-sponsored interference that "this war 
is developing less for religion than for wean oe many catholics had 
moved to aid the calvinist Bourbons. Whatever the bull's impact upon the 
kingdom at large, it served to widen further the rift of suspicion that 
separated Henry from the League. As Navarre carefully pointed out to his 
fearful brother-in-law, acceptance of the papal bull would pave the way 
for Guise's usurpation of the crown by impressing upon his subjects that 
"the pope can dispose of your kingdom, so that in time, under another pre- 
text, he can declare you incapable of Bae aos However remote this 
possibility, Henry had no desire to bring it any closer to reality. 

Amidst this flurry of rhetoric, Henry began his half-hearted 
preparations for the war that seemed inevitable. As was to be expected, 
the catholics' progress was hampered by constant internal conflicts which 
came to centre upon the command of the army, an important position that 
the king wished to award to the duke of Montpensier, a prince of the 
blood who was neither calvinist nor Leaguer. However, the duke was 
reluctant to accept the responsibility, declaring that the campaigns were 
"directed against his own family . . . and not particularly against the 
husucneteabor But if Guise could not hold supreme command himself, he 
preferred Montpensier to either of the two royal favourites, and the 
Bourbon prince's sense of familial solidarity melted under League blan- 
ndepmeadeece Despite his acceptance, Montpensier found that his personal 
ambition and fervent catholicism could not erase an antipathy to his 
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traditional rivals, and repeated squabbles with the duke of Mayenne " 
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quickly diminished his enthusiasm for war against his cousins. Although 
Montpensier left Paris on 15 August to assemble troops for an expedition 
against St. Jean d'Angely, it was obvious that the king had discovered 
one military leader whose ambivalence towards the war matched his own. 

Reports soon reached Paris that Montpensier was not alone in 
considering the imminent conflict less a crusade than a vendetta, as 
many pro-Bourbon catholics joined the king of Navarre in order to prevent 
domination by the earaest@s Most prominent of this group was the powerful 
duke of Montmorency, virtual ruler of Languedoc, who signed a pact with 
the huguenots in which Navarre was proclaimed "defender of the King's 
person against the naughty practices of them that have sought to trouble 
his estate and to endanger his paresyno lane stance which attempted to 
remove all taint of treason from opposition to the king's official policy. 
Summoning "all princes of the blood, all officers of the crown, all the 
nobility and the towns and corporations of both religions without excep- 
Epon e! to join in his struggle against the ultra-catholics who had 
ensnared the French king, Navarre gave notice of his determination to 
resist the new edict, yet he offered some hope of compromise to his 
reluctant royal opponent by suggesting a conference with the queen moener, °° 

Unsurprisingly, the military campaigns of late 1585 and early 
1586 reflected the diffidence and uncertainty amongst the leaders. A 
number of small forces under various royal and League captains took the 
field, generally directing their attacks against huguenot strongholds in 
the north and east of meanaeee? but no decistve conflicts occurred. After 


significant delays, Mayenne finally led his forces to Guyenne, where he 
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pursued a campaign notable only for its teanetedidys D4 Among the huguenots, 
Navarre began the slow process of acquiring military support from foreign 
protestants, limiting his active military role to guerrilla activities in 
the south, while Condé embarked upon the most visible course by besieging 
royalist and League-held posts in Poitou and Rouradned! = Generally, the 
one significant effect of these many skirmishes was to increase the 
hardships felt by the country at large, as the myriad conflicts degenerated 
into what Cavriana described as "universal Gyeondaueue 

The aimless nature of military engagements during this phase of 
the War of the Three Henries may be attributed to the fact that of the 
three main characters, only one was dedicated to pursuing the war, and in 
his attempts to co-ordinate a forceful catholic offensive, Henry of Guise 
met with near total frustration in his dealings with his nominal royal 
ally. Early speculation that the king's embrace of the ultra-catholics 
was less than wholehearted was confirmed readily enough by his subsequent 
lack of action to fulfil commitments made by the Treaty of Nemours. His 


"Secret hatred 


antipathy to the Leaguers was obuanes ee and such was the 
and suspicion" between king and duke that it was assumed Henry's slowness 
to effect preparations for war was part of some plantde Apparently shar- 
ing this opinion, Guise himself attempted to raise sufficient troops that 
he would not be totally dependent on those forces which the king had 
promised but seemed unlikely to snctive és In fact, by December 1585 it 
was reported that Henry had assured the English ambassador that he would 


76 ; 
not be upset if Elizabeth were to aid Navarre, and the king's reluctance 


to prosecute the war had become obvious to atk. 
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However, the most dominant characteristic of Henry's activities 
in late 1585 and early 1586 was not his listless militarism but rather 
his total reluctance to involve himself in the responsibilities of king- 
ship at all. Not only was there a new young favourite at court to occupy 
much of the monarch's ned 4 but Henry had discovered the delights of 
bilboquet, and walked through the streets of his capital absorbed in the 
childish ee Furthermore, he had developed a mania for small dogs 
which he indulged to such an extent that he soon had accumulated a menag- 
erie of over six hundred tiny besarte Yet even these eccentricities 
paled beside the overwhelming fervour with which he threw himself into 
religious observances. So much of the king's time was spent in retreat 
at Rapceecesse that his mother felt compelled to lecture him about his 
avoidance of royal dunes Ge but even Catherine could not succeed in 
persuading him away from his fasts and twenty-hour Vieines?? nor could she 
prevent him from joining a barefoot procession of penitents who walked 
from Paris to Ghaweuceeae The queen mother had cause to worry not only 
about Henry's disinclination to duty, but about the effects that such 
rigorous devotions might have upon his health. There were frequent re- 
ports of the king's mitese ht and in mid-1586 the Florentine Cavriana 
reported of the king: "his hair and beard are totally white, and he has 
few good teeth, even though he is only thirty-six years erayee? Although 
it is possible that Henry was using his exaggerated devotions as a device 
to avoid acting upon his promises to the veweue tae it seems likely that 
instead they reflected his growing mental imbalance in response to the 


strains of a difficult period; or, as the king was reported to have 
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confessed, "it is less religious devotion than the wish that I have to 
withdraw from business and people, with which I am Pre eed 

Henry's avowed repugnance for practical matters did not prevent 
him from reinforcing the city guards and ordering searches for outsiders 
in Paris preparatory to the duke of Guise's visit in February WSeGuse 
Despite the catholic leader's pre-eminence since the signing of the Treaty 
of Nemours, he had been less successful than he would have wished in his 
campaign to re-catholicize France by force: his king was unenthusiastic 
about the war, there were constant rumours of impending peace with the 
huguenots, and his promised Spanish subsidies were arriving only at 
irregular ritebyaneree Nor did his visit to Paris augur well. At first 
Henry accorded Guise only a brief andeenteven during which their mutual 
"jealousy and suspicion" were evident to ate and at a subsequent meet- 
ing the duke incurred his sovereign's wrath by mentioning the succession 
to the throne, which the king "took .. . extremely at the heart against 
pamiaed As the weeks passed, Henry (who even at this time "could be 
brought out of his capuchin's cell only with dicticheioan more openly 
showed an inclination towards peace, arguing that his promise "to clean 
and purge this kingdom" could be effected better by peace than by ache 
Guise, of course, could not share this schtheiiene and complained that 
the war was not proceeding as he wiring ¢ to which Henry alternately 
replied with repeated wishes for peace or grandiose plans for een 4 When 
Guise left Paris in May to return to his campaign in the north-east, he 
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apparently took with him nothing more substantial than verbal reassurances; 


however, he reportedly claimed that some day people would see how much his 
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stay in the capital had profited Winthe As he had gained few tangible 
evidences of favour from the king, this remark was thought to cen to 
Guise's great popularity among the Paris temo o who had greeted him with 
joyous acclamation from the moment of his arrival in the es This 
enthusiasm was to endure for Guise's lifetime, and if indeed this was the 
meaning of the duke's observation, subsequent events were to provide its 
total vindication. 

Once the ultra-catholic leader had left the court, Henry devoted 
what little energy he gave affairs of state towards opening negotiations 
with Navarre. Even during Guise's sojourn in Paris the king had instructed 
marshal Biron to arrange a truce with the huguenots if peseapaes Ag? and 
the Spanish ambassador himself was certain that Henry was working on some 
secret plot to the detriment of the Beagdutane Again, the crux of royal 
strategy was Navarre's conversion to chthoTtietengaee for as soon as that 
necessary step had been taken, Henry seemed determined '"'to favour the king 
of Navarre in all things, and to give him all the vantage he can to pull 
down the others, when the colour of religion... is taken dwaigltke Cer- 
tainly, the king was not unrealistic in estimating the immense benefit 
he personally would derive from Navarre's abandoning the calvinist faith, 
but he was less than realistic about the likelihood of such an occurrence, 
as was demonstrated in early June of 1586 when Henry failed to reap any 
substantive advantage from a delegation from Navarre simply because the 
French king was piqued that the delegation did not sue for peace 


Paar ieeesenoue 


Henry's desire for accommodation with his huguenot brother-in-law 
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was spurred on by his awareness of the League's close ties with Spain. 
In May Mendoza reported that the French king obviously knew of Guise's 
communication with Philip tes and in August Henry himself raged that 
the Leaguers troubled "less than ever to hide the dealings that they have 
with [the king of Ee ee pode Such links appeared more dangerous than 
usual ln light of persistent rumour within diplomatic circles that Philip 
was planning some massive offensive whose goal was as yet cateaine oe 
thus, it is unsurprising that upon receiving further reports of Spanish 
aid to Guise, Henry exploded, "such things bother me so much that I would 
like . . . to strangle those people who injure me without BAe ae 

Momentary indignation did not stop Henry from abandoning his 
capital and concerns of government for the waters of Bourbonnais during 
the summer and fall of 1586. However, during his apparent holiday from 
responsibility, he left the queen mother to conduct further negotiations 
with Navarre. Discussions dragged on for months, during which time word 
of the proceedings inevitably came to Guise, who advised Catherine that 
as "it is prohibited to negotiate with excommunicated heretics," he would 
ask her "with all humility not to explore this abyss, for it would vex 
us to be forced to disobey soit Ultra-catholic threats notwithstand- 
ing, the talks were continued only because of the queen's determination 
to arrange a personal interview with the calvinist king (or, as Stafford 
crudely phrased it, because of her ''very great desire to creep in with 
eg amteus Saas Despite the many delays which the queen mother blamed on 


her codesa—dnuine her persistence finally led to a series of conferences 


held at the chateau of Saint-Brice, near Cognac in southwestern France. 


04 | | ' 
vaeq? diy eaht sahpemtergnes 9a3- 
a's2ind Yo ward yhewaiedeygats donert odd 3403)b99' . 

rests begs ikeamtrd rea daugud.ot na a cuss ate a 
own vad? ted egthlesd einaie reve meda eeel": 
ned auosoguah stom Seieaodigg walaiht slow. Ole iataed 26 4 

qiliiS aady esfartte oivemedqk> aitaiw suomi Justatetsg 30 3 
FOr sartiohus Jay ef au fsog secre ovtaustte svieasa seas . 
dataeg? 3 etzoyas added aaivisses oq tact ental rq nieas’ 0 wt Ae 

pivew t 46st doom co cmv eaad Math lake! ie toiaen te . 

OL seuns suodatw ae ineipnidediniainane aan | 
etd getnoboads mo7t esa bs em St nlianeainsecieatl lnd 
ynisub alsnaodqwed to e1g3ed ed So} sasaoeyag 20 aatsonon | 
moxt yebriesd des 8ags ahd gotwb, sevewoth yO82E Fo List bas 
enokisitossa sedtaui soubqo of vedaee ava sits 
buow sui dotdiv entush nee mp eRREN Ben tAare Ae | 
tad? snixvedied ore v9au0 03 un “ybdastvent egnibsedorg As! 20° . 
blyow af", entaensd bv s2sttegan 02 bostdiderq! at 22" ea 
row Shue atte ain tite tedhcheatiesne 3 tom qiitead Lia date” 19d dee 

-bensadsiwion aiken oitoddmedaceny, 7 ', vor atibelb < oni baoxe? od od ven! 
notseninatrasob 2" meaup ssis Ae deetees “syhne Gatehseoo osew Priced oils ght? 

bro®ss2 2s ,10)- gots tetntvieo srs. jiw wotvseset Innoeteq: # egabT1E~03" 
daku ot qeods of aviedb Gant eres" ted %o sausosd- heen neke 

ao Bomald redex nosuD 943 dobtw evaleb yape odd saiqesd Ser erie ) 
plein sonstetereg aad, pool antanad sah 

Sih “gconnele Wenge das fs. te 


#9309152h09 ww epiyer a 63 


a 


) .a50a877 orstaanisvea ni: 
aie 


| 7 | ' | baad = : oa ) 
~ re =! i ‘e + ~ ia! ¢ oa 


101 
The first meeting, in mid-December, opened with formal pleasantries which 
sie My las 
soon degenerated into mutual recriminations; however, the two royal 
antagonists did succeed in extending a truce for the area until mid- 
115 ' P ee 
January 1587. This slight indication of rapprochement was followed by 
no others, and Catherine spent most of January 1587 at Saint-Brice waiting 
Z 116 
for Navarre to return to negotiations. 

By the beginning of 1587 Henry's optimism concerning Navarre's 
conversion began to wear thin. Although the French king wrote his mother 
unusually detailed letters reiterating the necessity of negotiation in 
order to advance the cause of catholicism, to spare his kingdom the ravages 
of war, and to prevent invasion by foreign mercenaries, he apparently 
understood that Navarre "gave very little hope that he and those of his 

M P eZ, 

party will come to the point that we wish. Nevertheless, Henry 
advised the queen not to give up hope entirely, but to direct her entice- 
ments not towards the huguenots as a whole but towards Navarre as an 
individual. Inform the calvinist leader, instructed Henry, that "I cannot 
save my kingdom. . . or do anything for him, unless he helps me concern- 
ing the issue of religion;'' but she should also assure Navarre that he 
would reap the greatest advantage out of this, for he would be treated 
with honour, his rank would be preserved, and he would be granted a large 
pension. In addition, the king counselled his mother to offer other 
notables of Navarre's faction similar bribes, "in order to win them and 

F tL 8 ‘ : P 
draw them to our devotion. Despite these tactics, at the same time 


Henry wrote his ambassador in Venice that he was beginning to despair of 


gaining peace, "for [the huguenots | want to stand by their religton so 
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pigheadedly."229 

Navarre's uncharacteristically cavalier attitude to the conferences 
at Saint-Brice bore witness to his similar belief in the futility of 
such talks at that time. The huguenot leader's distrust of the queen 
mother dated back to the Saint Bartholomew's Day massacre, if not before, 
and he had no reason to trust a king who in the spring of 1585 had prom- 
ised to uphold his policy of toleration only to sign the anti-calvinist 
Treaty of Nemours within weeks. Fully cognizant of the fact that Henry 
was using the conferences as an excuse to gain time in his struggle with 
the League, Navarre coolly exploited them for the same piiseae 322 while 
Catherine waited for his reappearance at Saint-Brice, Navarre brought 
his negotiations with John Casimir of the Palatinate to a successful con- 
clusion, arranging for 8,000 cavalry (reiters) and 14,000 infantry 
(landsknechts) to move into eastern France by the early summer of se7,-7* 
With huguenot forces already holding their own against catholic armies and 
with the promise of such substantial reinforcements, the calvinist chief 
felt no need to clutch at the fragile straw of royal support offered by 
his unreliable king. 

By March 1587, when Catherine abandoned in despair her vigil at 
Saint-Brice, her son finally had accepted the failure of the one policy 
he had pursued consistently since the outbreak of hostilities with the 
League; however, he never relinquished all hope of its eventual success, 
and was to revert to seeking Navarre's conversion to catholicism in each 
subsequent crisis. At the moment, Henry made a great show of his deter- 


‘ ; 122. 
mination to enforce religious uniformity within his kingdom, and, 
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calling an assembly of important Parisians, he announced his intention to 


confiscate all huguenot property in order to assist financially in the war 


1 
that seemed necessary. z3 Yet, at the same time, the king showed his 


antipathy for the League and its leaders more and more openly, protesting 
that, 


they cannot say they are driven by religious zeal, because 

I want to make war upon our religion's enemies much more than 
they do, and they are only strengthening our enemies by 
dividing the catholics, when they ought to join me to help 

me undertake the war into which they have launched me.124 


The English ambassador referred to “the jealousies that the King and they 


of the League be [in] one of another, which is daily continued and aug- 


ce while the Florentine Cavriana commented that the royalists 


and ultra-catholics seemed to be arming against one Sifo fier e?® Although 


mented," 


Henry's instability made it impossible for contemporaries to predict his 
actions with any deacatngee! it would seem that during this chaotic 
period the French king was sa tetas to the strategy of survival which 
had been ibtte tt in the Treaty of Nemours. If his primary plan had 
failed to materialize through Navarre's unwillingness to abjure calvinisn, 
he had to turn to his secondary strategy, which was to pit Navarre and 
Guise against each other. As early as March 1586 Stafford had predicted 
that Henry would prefer to see Guise and his party oppose the protestant 
reiters so that "one side must needs be altogether weakened, and the other 
side so shaken as [the king] with his fresh army shall bring the victorious 
128 


party to what composition he himself will." It was a scenario that 


was to prove ever more attractive to Henry as the year passed. 


The growing tension between Henry and the League was nowhere more 
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apparent than in the kingdom's capital, where the ultra-catholics had 
become a strident anti-monarchical force. Under the leadership of the 
Council of Sixteen, a group whose name was derived not from the number 
of its members but from the number of political districts in panies <- the 
League had recruited supporters throughout the orders of society. cam- 
paigning secretly among clergy, lawyers, members of all trades and pro- 
fessions, and even such menu peuple as dockworkers ("tous mauvais garcons"), 
the ultra-catholic organizers spread word of an immense and terrible plot 
being formulated by huguenots and politiques, who planned "to slit the 
throat of every catholic" so that the crown would pass to Navarre.-~? To 
protect themselves against this horrendous fate, catholics had to arm 
themselves. Thus, while recognizing the duke of Guise as the unquestioned 
leader of French ultra-catholics, the League in Paris was in many ways an 
autonomous body with the drive and organization to generate its own plans 
for rebellion. However, its initial impact upon the French political 
scene resulted from League dominance of catholic pulpits, from which 
fervent preachers could harangue their parishioners concerning the 
hypocrisy of those who professed the true religion but did not assist the 
Uittasnasho ltdan Recognizing that royal support for the League was 
at best tepid, the League propagandists spread word that the king 
favoured Nevetecena and had gone so far as to call in protestant merce- 
naries to whom he gladly would "abandon our lives and aye Chee And so 
the peace-loving Henry found life in his capital a continuous barrage of 
invective from those fanatical orators whom Pasquier termed "dangerous 


134 
tools, when they sharpen their tongues." 
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Unfortunately for the royalist cause, Henry's incessant search 
for funds provided League propagandists with ample ammunition for criti- 
cism. In June 1586 the king had resorted to the ceremony of a lit de 
justice in order to publish twenty-seven new financial edicts which 
created a vast number of new offices, increased taxation on certain com— 
modities, and provided for the heritability of many Mester Popular 


, : F : 1 : 5 ; 
reaction was immediate and violent, Pa with placards appearing "against 


the tyrant who taxes anything, even urine and the shade from beeen 


while Cavriana reported that the Parisians "mutter against [the king], 
blame him, curse him, post lampoons here and there, and threaten him 


in 38 Although Henry finally withdrew the most offensive 


extraordinarily. 
edicts in fear of a revolt within his cape a. 589 he continued his attempts 
to exact funds from the city throughout the following year, to the great 
dissatisfaction of the people who "loudly cried out that their property 
was stolen to be given to these indescribable mignons, the true blood- 


1140 


suckers and plague of the kingdom.' As Palma-Cayet was to reflect, 


these financial exactions gave the Leaguers a pretext upon which they 


could "entice a great number of the humbler classes away from obedience 


to the pratt 


The success of this strategy was evident as royal prestige 
plummeted ever lower during 1587. Under a relentless assault of defama- 
tory pamphlets and incendiary ebpRonet ?- Henry found himself increasingly 
unsure of even his own safety in a city where he was "so despised and his 


“ : 14 
authority so weakened . . ., that he was spoken of only with derision." . 


; 144 
As rumours grew that the League was building up forces within Paris, 
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the king began to take protective counter-measures to search houses for 
men and weapons and to take notice of any group of men or nobleman's suite 
larger than eng ee The need for such precautions was soon confirmed 
by the revelation of a definite League plot which, according to the 
conspirator who provided information, was aimed at taking control of 
strategic points in Paris, capturing the king, killing his advisors, and 
supplying him with League councillors who would be Eien cuaan st Once 
warned of the scheme, Henry withdrew to the Louvre, reinforced the guards 
("tripled and quadrupled the pone is and ordered the streets to 
be patrolled; however, he made no move against the duke of Mayenne or 
against any of the council of Sixteen who had been named as leaders of 
the conspiracy. Indeed, when Mayenne came to the Louvre a few days later 
to protest rumours of sedition in which he was tg ead ee the king did 
not contradict his claims of innocence, and permitted him to leave Paris 
shortly Phereereer a. 

Talk of treachery did not end with Mayenne's departure, and a 
few weeks later Henry again received word of impending attack. Once more 
the purported revolt was forestalled by prompt preventive Nan aiees eae 
but League machinations within Paris were making the king's position 
untenable. Whether or not the plots perpetrated by the Council of 
Sixteen were approved by Guise wn they served to focus the king's hostility 
upon the ultra-catholic leader who Henry was certain meant "to deprive 
him of his crown and to sheaf [shove] him into a nicriae Bee Beyond 
these League-fomented disorders in Paris, the king's temper was worn thin 


by the conduct of ultra-catholics in the field, for both Guise in Lorraine 


and Aumale in Picardy paid no attention to royal directives but were said 
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to stir like princes and kings. 
Upon the queen mother's return from her long and futile negotia- 
tions with Navarre, she set out to patch up the alliance between king 
and League that was so obviously hanging in tatters. Disconcerted by 
her son's assertion that he was so angered by events in Picardy that he 
would march against Aumale himself "if I were not held back by fear of 


me Catherine 


dividing the catholics and arming them against each other," 
embarked upon her travels again, this time heading to north-east France 
for a conference with the ultra-catholic leaders. Under instructions to 
"discover their true resolutions and to try to remove the shadows which 
keep them separated from penile the queen met Guise and others of his 
party near Rheims, where she received declarations of the Leaguers' 

great affection for the royal cause; however, the avowals were followed 

by lengthy complaints of the penury in which the king kept them, and when 
Catherine broached the subject of Picardy, there were expressions of 
sympathy but no offer to restore the royal towns which Aumale had taken 

by fame oatene Subsequent meetings produced no more than repeated recrimi- 
nations against the king's failure to support the ultra-catholics properly, 
although the queen attempted to create some facade of catholic unity in 
view of the expected protestant iqastionte Finally deciding to meet 

the League leaders in person, Henry left for the town of Meaux on 19 

June 1587 but returned to Paris a week later without having seen Guise, 

who had retired to Chalons. After further diplomatic manoeuvrings by the 


determine queen mother, both the king and the duke appeared at Meaux on 


2 July, where their mutual complaints finally resolved into a decision to 
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combat the German army which was about to enter Gwe ae The show of 
catholic alliance had been preserved, but at a cost to the monarchy of 
accepting without rebuke League depredations throughout the Vince 

The arrival of Navarre's German allies on France's eastern 
borders overshadowed all other concerns during the last week of August. 
Catholic fears of a general slaughter were not abated by the calvinist 
king's protestation that he had introduced the mercenaries only to defend 
his family against the Guises and to protect his right to the French 
erent)? ca stance that was confirmed when Navarre was joined by two 
catholic cousins who previously had been attached to the French poorest 
To oppose the projected protestant offensive, the catholic armies formed 
three basic units: Guise and his forces were to bear the brunt of the 
reiters' attack in the north-east; Joyeuse led an army that faced the 
huguenot-held south-west; and the king was to take command of a large 
force stationed on the Loireat Gien. Suspicions that Henry was hoping 
to strike at Guise indirectly were reinforced by reports that the king had 
refused Guise the assistance he had Pecucsteds while rumours spread 
that a jubilant Henry had been heard to say: "De inimicis meis vindicabo 


163 


inimicos meos." Once the king took the field in mid-September (having 


"Shaken off his fatal drowsiness and those soft pleasures of the Coure’ yen 
he obviously enjoyed playing soldier, and sent dispatches proclaiming that 
he meant "to inspire his subjects and servants by his presence;" how- 
ever, as Navarre showed a comprehensible reluctance to join battle with 


his severed Henry saw little action. 


Yet while the king waited with his army on the Loire, his grand 
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design to re-establish monarchical power was destroyed. In the first 
stage of the calamity, on 20 October 1587 the impetuous Joyeuse joined 
battle with Navarre near the town of Coutras. Within two hours the well- 
appointed royal army was cut to pieces by the experienced huguenots, and 
the favourite was Piltede 

While Henry was recovering from this first setback to his plans, 
disaster struck on the second front. The large body of protestant mer- 
pera ias a that Guise was to oppose in the north-east was not the invin- 
cible force that had been feared; instead, weakened by disease and divi- 


sions among the leadership, the army was racked by rumours of mein 


Rather than risk a pitched battle in which he would be eumnanbenen |” 

the French duke chose to harass the invading forces as they moved slowly 

south and west. On the night of 26 October, Guise led a small party in 

a daring attack on the reiters' camp at Vimory, and although the French 

eventually were driven off, their audacity so demoralized the mercenaries 

that the Swiss regiments mutinied and opened negotiations for a truce with 

Reames After a month of intermittent skirmishes between the protestant 

and ultra-catholic forces, on 24 November Guise entrapped the main body 

of the invading army within the village of Auneau, and the ensuing 

massacre effectively destroyed the mercenaries as a military Sener 
Fearing that Guise might augment his reputation by further 

exploits, Henry moved quickly to arrange for the peaceable withdrawal of 

the protestant survivors. As the Swiss regiments had already agreed to 


: - 7S 
leave in exchange for certain financial considerations, the king dis- 


patched Epernon to work out a similar settlement with the remaining 
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174 F 
protestant leaders. Understandably reluctant to see the reiters escape 
so easily, Guise and his colleagues ignored the truce and continued to 
harass the retreating forces, to the point that the queen mother herself 
was said to have admitted that without the king's intervention, Guise 
; 175 

would have demolished the Germans. 

Thus, his grand strategy in ruins, the disgruntled Henry returned 
to his capital which rang with the praises of his ultra-catholic rival. 
Neither the king's inactivity on the Loire nor his treating with the 
protestants had won popular approval, and the League preachers proclaimed 
loudly that, 

instead of negotiating with them they should have been torn 

into pieces, and it was disgraceful to have sent home such 

rabble and brigands with their lives and equipment intact 

- . . when there was a way to defeat them and destroy them 

totally. .. . The reiters had been levied, hired, and 

dismissed by the king, as was shown by the good treatment 

he gave them, 176 
The campaigns of 1587 had left the king with his forces and his reputa- 
tion sadly diminished, while the strength and fame of Guise augmented 
daily. 

Henry's chagrin reached a crescendo when he learned that his 
rival also was acclaimed outside the kingdom as the saviour of French 
pec clae lan tin. the pope had Guise presented with a sword engraved with 
flames symbolic of his religious zeal, and the great Parma himself sent 
his own weapons to the catholic duke, declaring that no other prince was 

: 178 
so worthy to carry the arms of Christendom. 


Yet the king's conduct did little to ameliorate this popular 


judgment. Despite his avowed intention to follow up the catholic victory 
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by renewed campaigns in Poivowsone Henry remained in Paris, alternating 
between fits of devotion to his God and to his favourites. If the first 
pastime evoked little reaction beyond pity and scorn, the second stirred 
his subjectsto such fury against Epernon in particular that one observer 
commented, "if [the duke] continues in this greatness, it is a wie eee, Be 
Joyeuse's death had vacated the positions of governor of Normandy and 
admiral, and although the king had half-promised the latter honour to one 
of Guise's io idicabne pan & instead he bestowed them both upon the remaining 
archmignon. Whether this decision grew from love for Epernon or from lack 
of trusted foley ense oe Henry thus augmented the hatred for the haughty 
duke to the point that the favourite went nowhere without numerous 
puahaesee’ 

In contrast to fe king's apparent disregard for public opinion, 
his rival moved swiftly to entrench his position within France. With the 
end of the winter campaigns, Guise held a family conclave at Nancy in 
order to draw up a list of demands which the Leaguers felt secure enough 
to present to the king. If he granted them, the ultra-catholics would 
gain virtual control of the monarchy; and if he refused them, they had a 
pretext for arming against Sane The resulting articles of Nancy 
represented the most extreme exposition of League aims since its inception: 
the king was to support the ultra-catholic association more openly and to 
remove from his confidence certain persons who would be named (a reference 
to Epernon) ; the decrees of the Council of Trent were to be published and 


enforced; the Inquisition should be introduced; the clergy must be allowed 


to buy back lands that had been alienated; all those who were presently 
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huguenots were to have their property sold, and all those who had been 
calvinists at any time since 1560 were to have one-third of their wealth 
confiscated; all catholics were to give one-tenth of their revenues to 
the cause; all huguenot prisoners should be put to death, and all catholic 
prisoners should serve at least three years in the army without pay; the 
Leaguers were to be given permission to fortify those towns already 
granted them by the Treaty of Nemours, and the leaders were to be accorded 
other cities which they would nunc The proposals' very stringency 
would suggest that they were not meant to be taken seriously at the moment, 
for when the articles were sent to Henry in February 1588, he received them 
with a practised display of courteous A sviemiatibh Pee and the ultra- 
catholics did not choose to press their ease oY 

Indications soon abounded that the League meant to employ more 
tangible arguments than mere words. Undercurrents of violence still 
swirled through the French capital: Guise's rabble-rousing sister, the 
duchess of Montpensier, cheerfully flouted the king's order of exile from 
Paris while continuing her openly seditious activities, and the indomitable 
catholic preachers redoubled their harangues against all hypocritical 
protectors of Nereaye the people protested against heavy taxes which 
were squandered on such extravaganzas as Joyeuse's funeral, and royal 
officers were necessary to disarm radical university selacnte*®? Against 
this background of simmering revolt spread ever louder whispers of massive 
Spanish preparations for Gar ee while in Picardy the duke of Aumale 


returned to his campaign against royalist as well as huguenot-held 


192 
towns. 
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Although the king apparently devoted himself to frivolities "as 
if there were no longer war nor League in ig ra wl he he was not unaware 
of these continual threats but as always looked first for pacific 
remedies. After dispatching a delegation to Guise in an attempt to 
reconcile the ultra-catholics' independent actions with his own desired 
Porieies Henry sent a brief to the pope asking that His Holiness use 
his influence to restrain "those who want to make themselves greater than 
they are, and whose objective is to satisfy their ambition rather than to 
advance the service of ee ae Yet realizing that neither negotiation 
nor an improbable papal reprimand would weaken the League's vitality, 
once more Henry turned his hopes to the impossible project of Navarre's 
conversion. In January the king had sent his trusted councillor Belliévre 
to the duke of Montmorency in an attempt to work upon the calvinist king 
through his powerful catholic ii Ree and throughout the first two 
months of 1588 the English ambassador sent repeated reports of rumoured 
negotiations between the two nee 

Finally, in desperation Henry sought to inveigle Queen Elizabeth 
herself into acting as an intermediary with his stubbornly protestant 
heir. In a secret meeting with ambassador sie ae the unhappy 
Valois begged that the English monarch persuade Navarre "to accommodate 
himself with the French king, in such sort as the League might have no 
more pretence to ruin France and him both." When the ambassador replied 
that he could hardly expect the protestant queen to urge Navarre's aban- 


donment of their common faith, Henry protested that although personally 


a devout catholic, "he was not so much a bigot . .. that he would rather 
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let France ruin and himself than suffer liberty and exercise both, as he 
had both done and would do again with all his heart," but before he could 
accomplish this "the colour of maintaining of arms [must] be taken away, 
which cannot be except that the King of Navarre yield to him in religion." 
Moreover, the French king pointed out his calvinist brother-in-law's 
status as heir to the throne, "whom in the end, what brags soever any made 
(if it were not for religion) [Henry] would ever and should acknowledge 
him to be so."" Despite these tempting offers, the sovereigns of England 
and Navarre apparently reflected upon the French king's past infidelities 
and present weakness, and did not accede to Henry's wishes. 

Nor did the king's other strategies to curb the League enjoy any 
greater success. Rather than censure the ultra-catholics, who had proved 
themselves zealous defenders of the faith (regardless of their other 
faults), the pope was inclined to condemn Henry for his dealings with the 
excommunicant king of ever Direct negotiation with the League, 
carried out by the secretary Belliévre, also proved a futile exercise. 
Covertly supported by the Spanish ambassador who argued that the catholic 
princes should neither lay down arms nor reach any agreement with the 
French ee Gee Guise refused to admit that his activities constituted a 
breach of faith with king or country, and wrote the queen mother in well- 
simulated despair, "I shall beseech God to grant me the mercy that my 
actions may be recognized and judged such as they Hisar! Well fortified 
with Spanish funds and promises, the duke saw no reason to compromise at 


this time. 


Henry's circuitous attempts to restrain the League had met with 
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total failure. Could he find a more direct remedy? 

Briefly, it seemed he might. Upon learning that Picardy was 
suffering under the duke of Aumale's zealous administration (which 
plundered heretics and converts eaaies ae Henry had ordered the enthusi- 
astic Leaguer to disband his companies and retire to his estates; however, 
instead of complying Aumale had increased his forces and taken a suburb 
of pan ee Offering the unabashed explanation that he had acted 
thus in order to prevent the installation of a royal paeaisotian Aumale 
showed little inclination to obey Henry's directives, nor did his cousin 
the duke of Guise seem willing to restrain his enthusiastic de Waeue 27° * 
Infuriated by this disobedience, the king grandly declared, "I see clearly 
that if I offer no resistance to these people, I will have them not only 
for companions, but for masters in the end. It is time to give order to 
dicts Or At last it seemed that Henry meant to act: he began organizing 
troops for the expedition, "and assureth to be himself, within less than 
a month, in person at Amiens, and to lose all, or to chastise them that 
stir in Bal eciricy SS 

Yet again, the king's bravado evaporated into empty phrases. 
Fearing that this sudden campaign would divide all catholics irrevocably 
(even if it did not end in personal disaster for her son), the queen 
mother opposed the plan with great determination, making "so many diffi- 
culties to be propounded, so many fears to be advertised and so many false 
things to be given out, [that] she amazeth the hiner oe Some of the 


queen's objections were not unfounded: for example, the duke of Parma 


was moving troops to Picardy's border in apparent support of the 
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ultra-catholics, as Guise himself ueutacedsae. However, the greatest 
argument against the proposed venture lay in the growing tension within 
Paris itself, which threatened to erupt during the king's absence. Given 
these complications, once more Henry fell back on attempts at negotiation. 

And so Belliévre, who had returned from his fruitless talks with 
the League, was sent off again to meet with the catholic leaders at 
Soissons. However, it seemed unrealistic to expect any lasting reconcil- 
iation, for the king's councillor could promise little more than the 
bribes which Guise had already rejected (although he described them to 
Mendoza as "a world of extraordinary offers which I compare to the 


9 de ; 
By now Guise’s menacing 


20 
temptations the devil made to our Lord.") 
intransigeance was such that even his erstwhile defender, the queen mother, 
wrote Belliévre to inform the duke that no longer would she intervene with 


the king on his beblal fear while the frustrated royal negotiator asked to 


be rébaad ets 74 

In the meantime, the political situation in Paris had become 
explosive with the League's growth in organization, in strength, and in 
audacity. Oppressive taxation and Epernon's pre-eminence had sapped 
traditional loyalty to the crown, while the exhortations of fanatical 
preachers and Guise's own exploits against the heretics had created 
widespread sympathy for his party--a sympathy which the Council of Sixteen 
sought to mobilize through a network of ultra-catholic agents that perme- 
ated the urban social structure. Secretly encouraged by the Spanish 


ambassador (who sought some civil conflict to prevent Henry from aiding 


England against the i tien Fate 4 once again the Council decided to attempt 
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an uprising against the king which would place power in the hands of the 
“nae ee Believing that Guise's presence in Paris was essential to 
the success of their plans, the capital's ultra-catholics kept in close 
contact with the duke by means of his lieutenants, but found him hesitant 
to contravene the king's instructions forbidding him to enter the city 
at that pinemane When rumours of the League's intrigues reached the 
court, Henry responded as he had to similar threats in the past by rein- 
forcing the guards at the Louvre, but he also ordered a regiment of 4,000 
Swiss to move nearer the eapavaeeee The latter act in particular inspired 
ultra-catholic fears that at last the king's anger was to fall upon then, 
and they sent entreaties to Guise to save his supporters from imminent 
royal pe ieatesan 

It was a moment of crisis for Guise. If he did not answer the 
appeal from Paris, he would alienate the most fervent group of ultra- 
catholics in France, who had already indicated disappointment at his 
lack of sympathy for their schemes of the previous year. Moreover, the 
possibility existed that this final provocation might have stirred Henry 
to act against the Council of Sixteen; if they came to injury while Guise 
ignored their pleas, the duke would be discredited forever as a catholic 
hero. As encouraging factors, Guise could look to the League's military 
strength in the country at large as well as in the capital and to the 
Spanish ambassador's wholehearted support; to dissuade the duke from 
moving against the monarchy, there was only the royal prohibition which 
would brand him a rebel, and the consequent danger to his person that a 


journey to Paris would bring. Reflecting upon the way in which the king 
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had shown himself susceptible to intimidation in the past, Guise made his 
decision. 

At the same time, a frightened Henry ordered Belliévre to return 
to Soissons with an injunction repeating earlier orders banning the ultra- 
catholic leader from the capital; however, the prohibition came too late. 
On 9 May 1588 Guise entered parte 

Accompanied by only eight or nine gentlemen, the duke proceeded 
to the queen mother's residence, where he could expect a more favourable 
reception than at the court itself. Upset by Guise's arrival, Catherine 
de Medici immediately sent a messenger to her son advising him of this 
dramatic complication, and then agreed to escort the catholic leader to 
the Louvre for an audience with the king. As Guise walked through the 
streets beside the queen's litter, he was greeted with "incredible trans- 
ports of publique eye le Ever larger crowds pressed around him, shout- 


2 
ing "Long live Guise, pillar of the Church," a4 and one woman was reported 


‘ ; 220 
to have cried out, "Good prince, since you are here we are all saved!" 


At the Louvre, the scene was no less tumultuous but considerably 


less joyful. Upon hearing of Guise's disobedience, the astonished king 


22 
swore: ''He has come--God's death! he will die for this;" 4 and he gave 


orders to assemble his guards, who were drawn up "in better order and 


yy) 


more conspicuously than usual." Although a few councillors supported 


Henry's spontaneously bloodthirsty reaction, most advised a more moderate 
. 223 : 

course in view of public enthusiasm for the duke. Thus, Guise’s 

triumphal procession ended at the entrance to the Louvre, where "nobody 


24 


in the world saluted Fim yor but he was spared a summary execution. 
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Instead, the king received him with a curt inquiry as to the reasons for 
his appearance in defiance of royal orders. '"Very nervous and extremely 


£22 the duke asked the king's pardon, explaining that he had come 


pale," 
in person to defend himself against the malicious lies spread by his 
enemies. This excuse did not abate the monarch's displeasure, but he 
permitted Guise to emerge from the brief meeting alive; the duke's sur- 
vival and the fact that the interview occurred at all represented a 
victory for the League and its leader. 

Uncertain of Guise's intentions but convinced of his malevolence, 
Henry again redoubled the guard around the Louvre that evening 29 and 
then contemplated his next move. Again, he pondered executing the catholic 
duke; again, he was Hit <eht selene, The next two days passed in an 
atmosphere of rising tension and military consolidation. On 10 May 
Guise came to the court with a retinue of thirty to forty podien ates 
all of whom "smiled in the face of ndpataseesicre as their leader and the 
king engaged in a long and mutually suspicious discussion of the kingdom's 
problems (including recent events in Picardy, for which the duke dis- 
claimed all te apites bial) tae Nevertheless, they parted on reasonably 
amicable terms--a sharp contrast to Guise's reception the following day, 
when "as soon as [the king] saw Guise arrive, he turned his face the other 


231 


way." Having received word that the forces he had summoned from Lagny 


were approaching the city, Henry obviously felt less conciliatory towards 
his ultra-catholic rival. 
Later that afternoon the king made careful plans for the troops' 


entry. First of all, he issued orders that certain companies of the Paris 
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militia were to stand guard in various areas of the city that Hipnesens 
however, of the eleven companies selected as the most reliable royalists, 
only seven would fulfill their ey eetae: With this ominous indication 
of popular sentiment, the early dawn of 12 May witnessed the entrance 
into the city of 4,000 Swiss troops, who, under the command of marshal 
Biron, were dispatched to the bridges and strategic intersections, appar- 
ently with instructions of a strictly defensive nature. 

Thus Paris awoke to the terrifying sight of a foreign occupation. 
All the rumours that the Council of Sixteen had circulated diligently for 
weeks--that Henry was going to execute prominent Leaguers, that he was 
imposing a royal garrison upon the capital city, that he had allied with 
the huguenots in order to massacre all eagnediee< #2equadenly seemed 
justified to the Parisians. At this point spontaneous reaction inter- 
mingled with League strategy, as the citizens began to erect barricades 
of chains, paving stones, furniture, and miscellaneous debris to prevent 
any troop ae Informed of his subjects' anger, the king sent 
Villequier, governor of Paris, to communicate to the citizenry that the 
Swiss had come only for the city's protection; unconvinced, the people 
listened to Villequier, allowed him to pass, and then went back to build- 
ing their impromptu Edftied cattnnahes Increasingly conscious of their 
possible isolation, the well-disciplined companies waited for a command 
to attack the barricades before they became too strong to breach-—-but 
waited in vain. 

Suddenly, around mid-day, the battles began. A determined group 


of students directed by the Leaguer Brissac broke through the poorly 
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secured place Maubert and streamed into the city, stimulating a general 
assault upon the royal troops who were now trapped within the barricades. 


Overwhelmed by barrages of stones, chains, and miskeesbalict a6 the 


exhausted companies (who had gone without provisions since early pefaina). > 
were soon at the mercy of the infuriated mob. Informed of their peril, 
Henry reluctantly dispatched several commanders to withdraw the soldiers 

to the Louvre. Yet even this evidence of the king's retreat did not 

appease the anti-royalists, for instead of permitting the troops to depart 
the Parisians redoubled their attacks, "threatening . . . to tear them to 

pi bteery-vi Finally, in order to save his soldiers' lives, Henry sub- 
jected himself to the humiliation of asking Guise to intervene with the 
armed populace. 

The duke's emergence from the townhouse in which he had remained 
all day touched off new demonstrations, but of exhilaration rather than 
fury. Conducting himself amidst the tumult with "marvellous modesty... 
and equal sont Cesyh ate Guise requested and received the troops' release-- 
"this foolish rabble's wrath being appeased at the mere sound of [his] 


ait as L'Estoile complained. While the demoralized companies 


voice," 
returned to their even more demoralized king, the streets echoed with 
shouts of "Vive Guise!" to which the duke replied (with considerable dis- 
cretion if not sincerity), "My friends, enough: . . Cry ‘vive le roiyt""'? 
Yet Guise's demurrals could place only a polite mask over what was 
recognized by everyone: in Paris, the duke had become king. 


For Henry, the events of 12 May had attained a nightmarish 


quality. His display of force had not quelled rebellion but had incited 
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it; instead of overpowering his ultra-catholic rival, the king had had to 
call upon him for assistance; and now, worst of all, his own subjects 
held him a virtual prisoner within the Louvre. In search of some remedy 
for this incredible reversal of fortune, the monarch ordered another 

4 eae : 
royal regiment to approach Paris, and then spent a watchful night sur- 

, 244 
rounded by guards who stood with swords unsheathed. 

By morning, royal prospects seemed no brighter: disorders 
continued unabated, barricades crept ever closer to the king's residence, 
and Leaguers now controlled the city's main gates. As his last hope for 
military victory vanished, Henry frantically sought other solutions, and 
thus welcomed a parlementary delegation that offered to serve as mediator 
in the civil conflict. Reluctantly accepting his magistrates' recommenda- 
tion that "there was no other way to make [the rebels] quit .. . their 


oe the king agreed to withdraw all extraordinary forces from 


barricades," 
the capital and to countermand his order for re taeeneementean 8 desperate 
gamble that at best might appease the Parisians' anger and at worst could 
hardly render Henry more helpless than he already was. However, the 
strategem's doubtful efficacy was never tested, as shortly thereafter the 
king decided upon a more radical course of action. 

While Henry was conferring with his civic councillors, the queen 
mother had travelled to the Hétel-de-Guise in a futile attempt to recon- 
cile the catholic hero with her beleaguered son at a price less than sur- 
render of sovereignty. Unheeding of Catherine's pleas that he demonstrate 

247 


"a greater desire to serve than to destroy the crown," Guise refused 


even to meet with the king at the Louvre for discussions concerning the 
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pacification of Patiglore Word of the duke's recalcitrance reached 
Henry simultaneously with reports that Guise was planning to lead a large 
force against the Louvre that very Hi ane 29 Only too conscious of his 
court's inability to withstand any such attack, the frightened Valois 
recalled past rumours of League plots against his person (all of which 
culminated in his death, abduction, or compulsory abdication) and re- 
solved that his only hope to continue as king of France lay in escape from 
Paris, 

The details were not difficult to arrange. While Guise was 
distracted by yet another conference with the queen mother, Henry strolled 
out of the Louvre toward the Tuileries, where he found his most trusted 
councillors waiting with horses. Together they galloped through the 
unguarded Porte Neuve on the road to Chartres, as the king said what proved 


to be a permanent farewell to his fickle capital. 
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08 
Guise to Mendoza, 31 March 1588, Croze, II, 324. 


20 
CURSE to Mendoza, 9 March 1588, quoted in Bouillé, III, 259. 
210 . ar : 
Catherine de Medici to Belliévre, April 1588, Lettres, IX, 
334. 
Za ae C 4 
Bellievre to Catherine de Medici, 26 April 1588, Lettres, IX, 
335s 


Se Meudoza to Philip ff, 14 April 1588, Croze, II,' 329-330. 


setae Poulain, MArch.) cur... lst ‘ser... X157312. 


ees eeicts 287; Palma Cayet, Petitot, lst ser., XXXVIII, 351; 


Bouillé, III, 257-261. 


eT Parole: 548. 


PAO Pata DI0="Pasquier, 288. 


2t ‘ ; ‘ ‘ : 
794 addition to information contained in Pasquier and L'Estoile, 


several contemporary accounts of the Day of the Barricades were published, 
among which the most reliable are: Histoire de la journée des barricades, 
May 1588, Arch. cur., lst ser., XI, 365-410; Amplification des particular-— 
ités qui_se passérent a Paris lorsque M. de Guise s'en empara et que le 
Roi en sortit, May 1588, Arch. cur., lst ser., XI, 351-363; Histoire trés 
véritable de ce qui est advenu en ceste ville de Paris, depuis le septi- 
esme de May 1588. iusques au dernier iour de June ensuyvant audit an, 


1588, Arch. cur., Ist ser., XI, 325-350. Cited hereafter respectively 

as Histoire de la journée, Amplification des particularités, and Histoire 
trés véritable. Considerable information is also found in Marc Miron, 
Relation de la mort de messieurs les Duc et Cardinal de Guise, Arch. cur., 
Ist ser., XII, 109-138. Cited hereafter as Miron. 
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Dien, Arch Ascur., lst ser., XII, 115. 


ra Goirge de la journée, Arch. cur., lst ser., XI, 369. 


2 Srctsounas 340-341; Davila, 338. 


See eatford to Waleingham,. 9 May,.1588, CSPF., XXE,, pti. »:607. 
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Me otoire tpessverltable, Archiacur.> \lstiser., XI; 330; 
Pasquier, 289-290. 
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CHAPTER III 
FINAL CONFRONTATION, MAY-DECEMBER 1588 


The myth of alliance between Henry and the League was shattered 
by the Day of the Barricades. In a tumultuous uprising against the 
crown, ultra-catholic exploitation of popular unrest had forced upon 
French catholics an apparent choice between king and duke. Paris had pre- 
ferred Guise, and the resulting breach between king and ultra-catholics 
was to prove irreparable. 

Perhaps the suspicions and strains since 1585 would have led 
inevitably to some confrontation such as the Barricades, but the events 
of May 1588 must also be considered as "a long chain of grievous errors," 
as Pasquier sadly commented. To all but League apologists, the under- 
lying responsibility for the tumult must rest with the Council of Sixteen, 
whose relentless campaigns had built up anti-monarchical feeling in the 
capital, and with Guise himself, whose arrival in the city in direct con- 
travention of orders had precipitated the rebellion. However, the single 
factor that transformed an incipient revolt into a royal rout was Henry's 
chronic indecision. He did not dare to label Guise his enemy, fumed Palma 
Cayet, but instead received him at autres 7 he alarmed the citizenry by 
deploying guards throughout the city, criticized Pasquier, but gave his 
forces no clear tas teodotguaee Given Henry's past hesitance to move 
against his opponents, it is impossible to credit League allegations of 
the king's malevolent intentions, yet his own actions seemed to confirm 
their accusations. Thanks to League indoctrination, belief and fact 


underwent an ironic inversion: the populace believed there was a royal 
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plot against all good catholics, while in fact there existed an ultra- 
catholic conspiracy against the king. At last the threat that underlay 
the uneasy alliance of the past three years had been realized: the 
League was openly in arms against the king. 

This "sudden 'horlyborlye' of the King's Gevecrirel left Guise 
in an anomalous position, conqueror of the capital but not captor of the 
king's person (as Mendoza's grand design would have raneds Briefly, 
it seemed as if the pendulum might be poised in Henry's favour, for if 
ever a flagrant violation of royal authority could be used to turn 
general sentiment against the ultra-catholic leader, the Day of the 
Barricades had provided the opportunity. And, at last, the king seemed 
inclined to force an armed confrontation: he quickly sent instructions 
to his captains to join him at Chartres with their troops, and by 15 May 
the English ambassador reported that an estimated 800 to 900 gentlemen 
with over 8,000 infantry had already done ore 

Yet aie again Henry's determination blazed only briefly, then 
subsided to its familiar flicker. His first official communication to 
the rebellious citizens occurred on 17 May in reply to a delegation from 
the Parlement of Paris which was characterized by a tone of apology 
rather than ukeaccwe Complimenting the representatives of "the leading 
company in my kingdom," the king reassured them that "I know if it had 
been in your power to regulate the things which have happened, you would 
have done so."" Consoling himself that "I am not the first to whom such 
misfortunes have happened," Henry protested that he had always treated 


the city well and remonstrated against publicity that he had intended to 
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place a garrison in Paris: 


I know what garrisons are for; you install them either to 
destroy a town or because you distrust the inhabitants. 
They ought not believe that I wanted to destroy a city to 
which I have given so many evidences of good will. ... 
Even less could I enter in suspicion of those whom I loved 
and of whom I should have been certain, as I thought. ... 


His introduction of troops had harmed no one, he claimed, and had been 
necessitated by the number of non-Parisians in the city. Less angry than 
grieved ("marry"), the king proclaimed, "I shall always try the gentle 
way, and when they prepare to confess their transgression and to give me 
evidence of the regret that they have, I shall receive and embrace them 
as my subjects. .. ." Should they not respond to his merciful offer, 
the king promised vengeance in an oddly defensive tone: 

I want them to recognize me as their king and master; if 

they do not, . . . I shall make them conscious of their 

offence, in such a way that the mark of reprisal will 

remain with them forever. . . . I want it known that I 

have as much heart and as much courage as any of my 

predecessors. 
Henry concluded his remarks by plaintively reiterating his devoutness, 
which had been openly challenged by League propagandists: 

. . . in the world there is no prince more catholic, nor 

who desires the eradication of heresy so much as myself; 

my actions and my life have shown this sufficiently to 

my people; I wish that it had cost me an arm and that the 

last heretic were in a painting in this room. 
With these pious sentiments the king dispatched the generally royalist 

, eeee? 

group back to Paris with orders to resume their responsibilities, but 
their reports of the monarch's magnanimity apparently did little to 


soothe the populace. 


In contrast, the duke of Guise made no apologies. In a letter 


mr a 
Ta 2s The , 


~ 


ee rae rag’ tedw 
-etnsitdadak sft geurzetb be pati 10 : 

o3 vilo » yorsesh os bainey 3682 -vebled | 

’ .Ifiw hoog to eaStefilvs yrsa of 


bsvol I mow sett te etl yng va > 


,ddgquods T ep. peneeres aead aved apie I vary 
. Shetty ss 


wesd bad bas ,bemtals od re ost barred bad eqoost to gotta: 
> ob) Fs Ba ‘ie © Re 


osdt yig0s eeeat .yito end at anaterset-ana lo tedwa ody vd 


8 mPa@eX ws vas" 


sidneg ad? ee) svavis Ifede I” :beasdafoor mae _ C¢ 
ea evig of bas aolesstgeqstd yheda sesta00 93 oxogere “ou meal 


. * * 


i] rae 
medd sos tdme ‘bas ovisost Iisde ie .evad ‘yatta — opti sii to sonsbiv 
@ ieee aed r, : 


,iwite Lutiovem atd 03  Baognet pete yada bivore 


tenes oxteneae tbe an, ut 


slleuiee 


Mu ee eae 


ore ottoxed Seal 

tetisyot ~iketansg $a3 ‘bariaaeqet gabe siiyasnsatanow avotg eo tN 

-guc-*eobetitétenoqear tteds smuest 09 eaebae 3 tw-etaet @2 toed quomg | * 
ot oxinnk sho. qeiahseat sleareamnaiarmnme ye ot ianioa all 


ane a sae 
ise ie 


ion. * gg se tEgOR ota itso 
9 iaeanet oot ceetgatone cles $610 9oraiah at ssumeaee ato 
. Pee iy ; ; p ie ‘ 


142 
to the king on 17 May 1588,” he blamed all misfortunes upon Henry's evil 
advisors, who had maligned the duke and estranged him from the king. 

Guise came to Paris only "to vindicate my actions," but his enemies close 
to the king, 

- « . unable to endure my presence near you, believing that in 

a few days you would discover the deceptions used to render me 

odious and little by little would place me in your favour, 

preferred to put all things in confusion by their pernicious 

advice than to endure my being near you. 
According to Guise, these jealous councillors persuaded the king to 
introduce forces into the capital with malevolent intent, as "common 
consent proclaims that they hoped, after making themselves masters, fur- 
ther to induce you to many things, all alien to your good nature, and 
which I prefer to pass over in silence." Thus the duke concluded that the 
citizens reacted "out of legitimate fear," and that "God . . . miraculously 
saved your city from a very dangerous peril.'"' Stressing his personal 
restraint and courage in calming the city, Guise ended with a tactful 
lamentation = "your sudden departure removed from me the means to 
reconcile everything to your wishes (as I wanted)." 

A less conciliatory epistle is difficult to imagine. Through 
the convenient tradition of "wicked advisors," the duke could accuse his 
king of plotting an unwarranted assault against Paris, from which slaughter 
only God and Guise had saved the city. The rigid purity of Guise's stance 
precluded compromise; reconciliation could only occur on the duke's terms. 
And Guise moved swiftly to ensure that his position would remain 


one of strength. In Paris he consolidated the League's physical dominance 


ae l 
by taking over the Bastille, Vincennes, and other strategic points. @ 
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Not only did the duke meet little resistance, but he was applauded by 
the people when he replaced the former royal guardians with his own 
officers, recognized as ''very zealous in the League's Soe eee 

Guise also lost no time in restoring a facade of normality to 
the city's government. On 18 May the Hotel-de-Ville witnessed the 
assembly of a small group of Leaguers, who replaced the traditional seventy- 
seven électeurs de droit in choosing the new prévost des marchands, 
échevins, and procureur dubratend Representing the cardinal Bourbon, Guise 
delivered an introductory speech urging those present to fulfil their 
responsibilities ''to the honour of God, to the service of the King, and 
for the maintenance and preservation of the catholic, apostolic, and 
Roman church, and the safety of the good catholic citizens of this ety. ae 
The need for new appointments had arisen, he explained disingenuously, 
from the departure of some officers and the inefficacy of others because 


at (In fact, the former 


they were "unwanted and hated by the masses." 
prévost des marchands was currently in the Bastille.)~> His wishes made 
clear, the duke withdrew, and with the added incentive of a voice vote 
instead of the usual secret Hodomvaae the company proceeded to elect a 
slate of Leaguers. The only setback in this smooth quasi-legal usurpa- 
tion occurred when the individual elected as prévost disqualified himself 
on the grounds that he was a member of Guise's domestic staff and not a 
native of pitta however, he was quickly replaced by La Chapelle- 
Marteau, a Barricader of note and ee aiiecrnan ike 


With characteristic thoroughness, the League's reorganization of 


civic government continued on to the replacement of all colonels, captains, 
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and quarteniers who were suspected of less than ultra-catholic cppmatanen. 
Although Pasquier denigrated the new appointees as generally "common 


tavern-keepers, innkeepers, and pthe nett iecedstti-” 


and Palma Cayet 
later claimed that most were "persons so unworthy of these honourable 
offices that even the humbler classes held them in contempt and called 
them captains of cod, captains of sirloin, according to the trade to which 
they hetoriseawina the mood in the capital remained wildly pro-League. 
Prominent royalists were attacked and their homes puiescdee4 while Guise 
was greeted everywhere with reverence and adieiedetondae After surveying 
the duke's methodical exploitation of popular enthusiasm, one observer 
remarked that all of Guise's preparations "lead one to believe that he 
wants to assure himself of this city foreceuttias 
Yet Guise did not limit his activities to Paris. Immediately 
after the Day of the Barricades he sent letters throughout the cmvaaae” 
which reiterated and extended the defence he had sent to the king. 
Emphasizing pee catty of royal advisors, he claimed that their malice 
had led Henry "more to see to these suspicions [against Guise] than to 
continue the war against the huguenots." When the king unjustifiably 
reacted to Guise's entry into Paris by introducing troops, "God 
miraculously inspired all the people to take up arms unanimously;" once 
the imminent danger from royal forces had passed, the duke acted as 
peacemaker, "begging, imploring, threatening the neapalan so well that, by 
the grace of God, there followed no murder, massacre, pillage, nor loss 


of a penny nor of a drop of blood." Again, the same nefarious advisors 


caused the king's flight from his capital, and while he remained under 
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their influence, Guise feared "lest they rush His Majesty into some other 
wicked plan." In the face of such possible iniquity, the duke's duty 
was obvious: "I hope... to save both the catholic religion and its 
adherents, and to extricate them from the persecution prepared by the 
heretics' confederates near the king." In a further communication, Guise 
added the practical request that good catholic town-dwellers "not lend 
their residences to serve as arsenals for the rash sentiments of certain 
individuals who would be very pleased, under the pretext of the king's 
service, to draw up an army within their walaspite In short, so long as 
Henry stayed in thrall to his near-chimaerical advisors, the duke took 
upon himself the definition of service to the king. 

League control of civil bureaucracy in Paris also enabled Guise 
to employ the Hétel-de-Ville as a propagandizing agent to other cities 
within the kingdom. Letters to Rouen, Troyes, and Bensr! reintroduced 
the theme of wicked councillors, who were described as "the confederates 
and partners [of heretics] who by trickery and guile want to render the 
catholic party so feeble by their debate that in time they can arrive at 
our total ruin." Stressing the closeness of all cities' interests in 
this struggle, the Parisians warned that the wrongdoers did not direct 
their schemes only against the capital, but that "by whatever means 
possible they would like to have set fire to the four corners of the 
kingdom." Another letter to the local government of Lyons pointed out 
that their common danger still existed: 

And insomuch as he still has these very advisors near him, 


and that the duke of Epernon (who previously had been the 
chief perpetrator of all these schemes. . .) ts scarcely 
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arrived there, we shall have to fear lest again he induce 
His Majesty to some violent action against us, to the 
injury of religion and State... 28 
Thus the only safeguard of religious and civil liberties lay in a defen- 
sive alliance with Paris, which would align itself (maturally enough) 
with the party of the duke of Guise. 

However forceful this rhetoric, the League leader realized that 
it was of little value unless backed up by military might. By the last 
week of May his family was campaigning actively, with Aumale besieging 
Poviewady?? the cardinal Guise assuring their party of Champagne's sup- 
dapen?® and Guise himself seeing to the loyalty of towns adjacent to 
Paessheh This show of determination brought results, for Paris soon 
heard that other centres (notably Troyes and Angers) were refusing to 
receive the king unless he entered their walls accompanied only by his 
ordinary Rots chovaers 

In contrast, Henry failed to organize an offensive against the 
ultra-catholic rebels. He too sent letters defending his conduct to the 
governors of principal vounetha but his explanations seemed pallid and 
unconvincing compared to Guise's vigorous assertions. Troops had been 
called into Paris, he claimed, because "every day the hearts and wills of 
the inhabitants became more and more embittered and spoiled . ..3; some 
great disorder was to hatch in the city." Wishing to avoid bloodshed, 
the king had acted with moderation, but the people were "instructed and 


inflamed by certain gentlemen, captains, or other outsiders sent by the 


duke of Guise." Despite Henry's attempts at pacification, this 
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rabble-rousing had continued until "it seemed that it was no longer in 
anyone's power to prevent the result of greater violence. . .. Seeing 
which, and not wanting to use our forces against the inhabitants, ... 
we resolved to leave."" This impression of royal impotence was confirmed 
by the king's timorous conclusion: 

And we beg and exhort you. . . that the obedience that is 

owed us be conserved as is proper, and that the inhabitants 

of our city of -- not be allowed to stray from this straight 

path; but admonish them... to remain firm and steadfast 

in their loyalty to their king. 
Obviously, this was no clarion call to battle; or, as Agrippa d'Aubigné 
lamented, "the humility of his style, which exuded neither greatness nor 
kingship, cooled off those that he wanted to oAtewemies 

Aware of the monarch's reluctance to take the field against them, 
the League leaders pressed their advantage. On 19 May they presented a 
memorandum to Catherine de Medici, who reported to her son, "I told them 
very frankly that I saw nothing in it that was honourable for Oak 2 
nevertheless, ae and his co-signers forwarded the Requeste einen oe 
to Chartres. Less petition than demand, the document offered little hope 
of settlement unless Henry adopted League stances against heresy, against 
Epernon and his brother, against recent taxation, and against any penalties 
upon Paris. 
Protesting that the ultra-catholics “have been moved by no other 

feeling than zeal for the honour of God and the safety of His church," 
they proposed the king commence dual campaigns in Guyenne and Dauphiné in 


order to "eradicate heresies from his kingdom''--an endeavour to which 


they pledged "all our means, friends, goods, fortunes." As part of this 
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drive to re-catholicize France, Henry had to disown Epernon and his 
brother, who "are recognized not only by France, but generally by all 
Christianity as supporters and instruments of the heretics." Attribut- 
ing a long list of crimes to the favourites (such as "they have offended 
the leading officers of your crown" and "they have stolen and put into 
their coffers all the finances of France"), the Leaguers required the 
king "to banish them from your person and from your favour, and... to 
dismiss them from all offices and governments that they hold of this 
kingdom, without having merited them in any way."' This latter provision 
was necessitated by fear that the favourites might "throw themselves into 


the arms of the heretics and convey with them all the provinces and 


strongholds which are in their power into the hands of those with whom they 


already have such close interest." Once these miscreants were gone, 
Henry was to abolish all recent taxes, thus "removing all abuses which 
were introduced or increased by them, to the ruin of the people and to 
the detriment of your service." 

The Leaguers also showed no less recalcitrance on the subject of 
Paris. While arguing that "they never had will nor intention to depart 
from the true obedience which subjects owe their king" and regretting 
that the king's departure prevented them from "showing you the reality of 
their good will and the evidences that they wished to give you of their 
obedience," the capital's new representatives followed their protestations 
of loyalty with stringent demands. First of all, "for reasons which 
they prefer to keep quiet rather than publish," Henry was to remove the 


current royal governor of the Ile-de-France. In addition, as the former 
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civic officials "would not be able to keep the city in peace," the king 
should "find agreeable their dismissal from their responsibilities ... 
and the election of others in their place;" furthermore, this control of 
appointments was to pass to the populace by means of regular elections. 
Concluding on a note prophetic of the future relationship between king 
and League, the Requeste asked that, on Henry's return to Paris, "it will 
please him neither to bring there nor within twelve leagues of its 
vicinity any forces other than his ordinary guards, and when raising com- 
panies for war, to keep them distant [from Paris]." 

In short, Guise and his colleagues wished to make clear that 
any reconciliation would occur only on their terms. The ultra-catholic 
cause would predominate, and if he complied with their requests, they 
would suffer the king to join it. 

While granting few specific concessions, Henry's reniye | betrayed 
his desperate eagerness for a settlement. Protesting his own "very ardent 
and steadfast zeal" and reiterating "the care that he has always taken 
to defend his catholic, apostolic and Roman church and to protect all his 


' the king agreed with League aims in that he 


good catholic subjects,' 
"desires nothing more than that the princes and his other catholic subjects 
should all join and unite with him. . . to go together to make war upon 
the heretics." With no little acerbity, he regretted that up to that time 
intra-catholic rivalries ("jealousies and suspicions") had prevented total 
victory over the huguenots; however, "having done everything possible to 


him to curtail and put an end to the causes of these [jealousies]," he 


would continue this policy and would "employ his goodness and paternal 
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mercy to this end, in order to forget the occurrences of the past few 
days in his city of Paris."" This promise of clemency was followed by 
an oblique reference to Epernon, implying that the king might agree to 
his downfall: 

as His Majesty must render justice .. . to all his subjects, 

of whatever rank they be, he will make it apparent on this 

occasion as on all others, that he is a just and righteous 

prince, whose principal goal is to do neither wrong nor injury 

to anyone, and with that to prefer the public service of his 

kingdom to all other things. 
As for other abuses mentioned in the Requeste, Henry argued that he had 
been working toward financial reform when interrupted by renewed 
hostilities requiring "great sums of money that he had to find and use to 
sustain and make war.'' To renew these reforms and provide for all other 


' 


problems, the king promised the "usual and ancient remedy" of the Estates 


General, all of whose resolutions he pledged to "embrace and effect 


wholeheartedly, and observe inviolably." 


Furthermore, hinted the Response, 
the traditional assembly (to be held at Blois in mid-August) would offer 
an appropriate forum in which some guarantee of catholic succession might 
be promulgated: 

His Majesty will take steps to see the fear held by his 

catholic subjects that someday they might fall under the 

domination and power of the heretics, from which they have 

no more wish to be saved than he has desire to make the 

necessary provision. 
As a further proof of his good faith and sincere wish to ameliorate condi- 
tions throughout the kingdom, Henry referred to the revocation of several 
edicts of taxation, ordered by letters patent the day before in Peete 


In short, the Response served to confirm the general impression 


that avoiding armed conflict with the League had become Henry's sole aim. 
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However, the king's assumption that any pretence of peace was preferable 
to outright defeat on the battlefield was questioned by more bellicose 
royalists who opined that compromise now was tantamount to total ruin, 
for "to assent to the Duke of Guise's demands, was to lay down the Crown, 


and give it to the House of Lorain fina 


Sharing this apocalyptic 
view was the French ambassador to Venice, who warned Villeroy that "it is 
time for His Majesty to make up his mind, and, if lose he must, to die 
with weapon in hand... rather than by these mass ipndayane, "10 Unsur- 
prisingly, Elizabeth of England was no less severe. Reprimanding the 
French king for addressing Guise as cousin rather than traitor, as he 
dddetived: she instructed Henry that "there is nothing more dangerous to 
a prince than to show himself dejected or weak-minded in a broken fortune," 
and she further advised him "not to apply lenatives when corrosives are 
more apt for the cure of the dreeaeae’" 

However much Henry sympathized with these anti-League sentiments, 
an uncomfortable recognition of his own weakness prevented any attempt 
to implement such vigorous proposals. Among his kingdom's catholic popu- 
lation, no spontaneous support for the monarch had sprung up. A few 
sporadic defences against League encroachment were led by individual 
royalists who received no reinforcements from the crown; and although Henry 
boasted that "all the principal cities of my kingdom are resolved to 
recognize and obey naeeas most towns slid into that watchful neutrality 
that seemed the safest course during the vicissitudes of Henry's conflict 
with the League. Once more lack of military foresight and inability to 


formulate coherent battle plans had left the French king feeling virtually 
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defenceless. 

The effects of Henry's administrative ineptness were compounded 
by the split within his own camp between Epernon and the other lords. 
The powerful duke, who had arrived at Chartres from Normandy on 20 May, 
soon realized that his previously unassailable position was crumbling 
quickly under attacks from Leaguers and royalists alike. When Epernon 
counselled resistance to Guise and his followers, the king was informed 
by Montpensier and Longueville that although they were willing "to spend 
their lives and wealth in his service, ... if [Epernon ] continues in 
the rank and dignity that he holds, they will return to their houses, and 
will leave the King Atonemins Recognizing that Henry was unlikely to 
withstand these pressures, the favourite attempted to stave off his ruin 
by resigning the admiralty and the government of Normandy, then withdraw- 
ing (upon the king's orders) to one of his many Moiese dad Although he 
departed "with more grace of the King and favour of all men there than 
ever he Han gite it was becoming clear to Henry that he could not have 
both Epernon and peace with Guise; moreover, if he retained his mignon, 
the two of them would stand alone against League armies. In addition, the 
volatile king was annoyed at Epernon for becoming a pretext for anti- 
royalist cemeiment ae The unthinkable was becoming the possible: Henry 
might have to sacrifice his favourite. 

If catholic support appeared tepid and divided, there remained 
the alternative of alliance with the huguenots. Rumours of this eventually 
sprang up immediately after the Bangla ataas. while some outsiders un- 


troubled by French religious labels accepted the necessity of such action. 
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For example, Henry's ambassador to Venice reported that the senators 
there ''consider it almost a certainty that you will call the king of 
Navarre at once and will make use of his gesourecauins Again, Henry of 
Navarre played his usual tactful role to encourage an accord, reiterating 
his loyalty, castigating the Guises, and sending advice to Chartres that 
"in order to strengthen himself, of the two parties [the king] must join 
the one which will be the fairest and most beneficial to his kingdom. . .;3 
reinforced in this way, he may bring the opposing party to SR oe! 
If the French king found the vision of a League reduced to reason appeal- 
ing, he made no move to use Navarre except as a hypothetical threat in 
attempts to win papal approval away from Guise; should the pope continue 
to smile on the League, warned Henry, "I shall make the most of what is 
left and I shall strengthen myself with all those whom I know to be 
eppropridtedtice Such suggested pragmatism proved mere bluff. 

The same factors that had prevented a rapprochement in the past 
still held true. First of all, there was Henry's innate dislike of 
heretics which, although shrinking in comparison with his dislike for 
Leaguers, continued to preclude any warm embrace of the calvinists. 
Moreover, the king was sensitive to ultra-catholic charges that "he fa- 
voured the King of Navarre, and showed himself not so hot against 
heritics [sic] as he made show Geach ‘tees In the fevered atmosphere created 
by League propaganda, any overt alliance with the huguenots would not 
only confirm popular suspicions of Henry's heretical leanings, but would 
seem to guarantee the horrendous eventuality of a calvinist successor. 


In short, it would require an individual much more audacious (or desperate) 
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than Henry to risk this maelstrom of religious passions. 

The king was left with one faint hope. Perhaps not with his 
master's knowledge or approval, but certainly in agreement with his 
sentiments, the secretary Villeroy sent a personal letter to Navarre 
begging him to eodveytees decision which would have eased the beleaguered 
Valois' position immeasurably. With Navarre's lack of response, Henry 
abandoned thoughts of an open understanding with his brother-in-law, but 
apparently continued to welcome less obvious forms of support, as was 
reported: "the King himself refused none that come to him of either of 
both the religions, nor spake any word unto them of their consciences, 


2 While resigning himself 


unless they ministered occasion themselves." 
to negotiations with the ultra-catholics, Henry seemed ready to take 
whatever help he could get against the Guises. 

However, the king apparently entertained no illusions that such 
sporadic support would enable him to meet the League on equal military 
grounds. Again, he saw his only salvation in peace with Guise; again, he 
entered negotiations from a position of weakness; again, he quickly con- 
ceded the principle but hoped to haggle over particulars; again, he 
appealed to his mother to effect a reconciliation priced less than total 
surrender. 

Catherine de Medici's task proved impossible. In her son's fear 
to meet his enemy on the battlefield, he had also lost his alternative 
war of words. The Response du Roy which was to sway public opinion in his 


favour had not even placated it: those measures which Henry had hoped 


would win popular support--the promise of a catholic successor, the 
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revocation of taxes, the proffered Estates General--redounded not to his 
credit but to that of Guise, who was acclaimed for wringing these con- 
cessions out of the distrusted Valois, a 

As was to be expected, the king's ultra-catholic rival also 
seemed unimpressed by the royal statement, despite the queen mother's 
vigorous campaign on its behalf. In espousing a catholic succession and 
war against the huguenots, Henry had met the principal criteria of League 
propaganda. Furthermore, although not extending a royal pardon which 
Guise had made clear he did not need, the king tactfully offered "wholly 
to forget things past, without ever speaking about or remembering ae 
The Response had not specified the command of proposed catholic armies; 
however, Catherine reported to her son she had assured Guise that "you 
wanted to confide in him freely . . ., and also to take his advice on all 
occasions . ..3; and that being in your army, he would be there and command 
there after soutine Actually, the king had already weakened beyond that. 
His chief secretary, Villeroy, had come from Henry with a signed promise 
to make Guise lieutenant-general of armed forces--an offer which, on his 
own discretion, Villeroy concealed from the duke for the ae ee The 
two major points which the king had not conceded were the status of 
Epernon and an acceptance of the League reorganization of Paris. Dis- 
cussion of the latter was deferred until another time at Catherine's 
conference with Guise on 2 June; however, concerning the former the ultra- 
catholic leader showed himself obdurate. Arguing that no further demo- 
tion of the archmignon was necessary, as he was far from the king's 


presence in Provence and had resigned the admiralty and the government 
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of Normandy, Catherine reported that "my lord Guise could not keep him- 
self from telling me . .. that of four governments, Epernon still had 
another eiveetns 

From this unpromising beginning the negotiations dragged on 
throughout the month of June. Although the king intermittently withdrew 
from the tension of royal responsibility into "futile pec aise ait 4 
at Rouen, both sides generally did not relax their amassment of Pataedoe 
As the haggling continued over minor points in the treaty, it became 
apparent that the delays did not result solely from the necessity of 
forwarding proposals to the king at Rouen, nor from serious disagreements 
over wétheGaracae De Thou later blamed this prolongation upon Guise 
himself, who, "swollen by the Day of the Barricades, sought to maintain 
his authority and prolong the negotiations by feigned aatagt tea while 


"people on both sides who foster the 


Villeroy commented bitterly upon the 
disorders and wish to live off evened? However, as the discussions 
lagged, the figure of Bernardino de Mendoza stepped more openly on the 
scene as the author of these delays. 

The ties between Spain and the League had become generally 
recognized; however, during this particular crisis the sympathies of the 
Spanish ambassador became so overt as to occasion an official complaint 
from Henry III to Philip II which charged Mendoza with interfering in the 
domestic affairs of France by giving aid to rebellious aiibhenoaker The 
ambassador's departure from usual diplomatic discretion must be seen 


within the context of Spanish foreign policy as a whole, the focus of 


which at that time was the launching of the Armada against England. From 
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the Spanish point of view, a total victory by Guise's faction might have 
been preferable but was not essential, for as Mendoza quickly recognized; 

It is absolutely impossible for the [French] king to come 

to the aid of the queen of England, for as long as he does 

not cast himself into the arms of Mucius [that sow Guise | 

and his adherents, he will find them irreconciliable 

enemies, 65 
Moreover, prolonged chaos within France would prevent any invasion of the 
Low Countries during Parma's sBedncaec 3 and would make it impossible for 
the beleaguered king to refuse open ports and purchase for Spanish vessels 
along the French coast (as Mendoza was quick to request from the queen 
mithec nue: In short, at the moment France's internal confusion accorded 
well with Spanish aims, and the actions of the Spanish ambassador did 
nothing to refute critics who had concluded that the timing of the 
Barricades and the Armada showed the “intelligence étroicte" existing 
between Spain and the ees 

Aside from Mendoza's meddling, the single factor which proved the 

greatest stumbling-block to a swift reconciliation between king and 
League was the legal status of Parisian civic officials elected after 
the Day of the Barricades. At the end of May the queen mother had 
characterized the election as "null and void as it was against [the king's] 
authority, held at an inappropriate time, and not with the required 


oe nor did the monarchy regard with favour later attempts by 


assembly," 

League sympathizers to win tacit approval of the new appointments from 
eA) 

the parlement of Paris. However, as the royal party was forced to 


accede point by point to League demands in order to prevent what was 


feared would be annihilation by the ultra-catholics, so, too, a compromise 


| tel 
sven tidgitt nottos? 2 eaktsd ve $03 > bn iasos-a wow Be: 
;bastagooss yidotup ssobash as om" -isizcoses Jon 
emos of gait [doawxt] oft x02 ofdtesogat » abt 
esob of es grol es 262 oe ey eee 


[setud .at ted) eubout to serm) aaralieareer tiger yet} “4 
afdetiteoserst modt bak? ILiw od .27 etd 


m ae Wen tithe 

oft 20 nolesvad yas Sisvety blvow sonest sai nite banipdiot 
x0t sidiaaogut 3t slam bivow bus °° sonseds ehamand geiwud » 
elsaeay relcagé tot seat base eds0q naqo Sette oF gall | | 
aesup o11 mov} 220upst 07 dadwp Baw axobuslf-e) tesco. ragez' 
bebteace. sotavtaos Inaveteb o'ssaeyt seemcm end te , stole ad) 4 
bib sobsacedms diztaaq? sd2 10 qeok3en sd bas vamts Hetnag’ 

ads to gaints aria dads botulsuon ‘belt cite wokntr sau%en\o7 
grisekee eee beworls shsaxA oft ban 

es SA eagend sla bua ateq? 

offs bayorg, sistde toto} odin sanalbben escheat wet abtad ah 
bis gtd acowsed apiitetithunesss s2iwe wos aold-gabldeuse 2e0aner3 : 

oat ustosty elstottae avis aatenset To este Logoh-ods nav alent i 

bait soeisom wasup! pda \yaM to bne ris 2k eobaatris8 eft 20 yaad | 

fe 'gatt sd2] Sesiidigs enw) sk ae titov bine: Linn" es ngisaots edd bestresaazads 
bothepes 63 diiw dom bas .omts otsizqome@nel.ca 18 bled: ,ythredaue 

“qd: eayussan xesel “wos itty Sucgo7 viiotepas offs 5tb mom °" yeldeaoen 
go? etnaidakoggs sa sia %6 Lavoxers jtona aby o3 jerastssaquys suasst 
od bepral sew ering Mayen e326 -xeveunt - O%  ettet Bo snsmslieqisi 

saw tote doevetq oe ae ae ebhaceb sugneid eg agtoa yd Jnkeq sbazom! 
SBtmoIqs0 BYRD yoe: o-stdlis ol yd ookinLidtnga sd bivoy bares? 


~~ 


f 
2 Wen 


158 
was arranged concerning Paris. In a formal ceremony on 15 July 1588, 
Catherine de Medici received the pro-League officials who, declaring 
that they had accepted their offices "more for the good of the king's 
service and the safety of the city than for any other regard or considera- 


i en 


turned back their commissions to the king "now that things were 

more peaceful than previously;" however, they would continue their func- 

tions until they received word of the king's a iehe ies Five days later 

the queen mother assembled them to inform them officially that although 

the king had accepted their resignations, "because of the good report 

which has been made to His Majesty of their persons and other considerations," 
he wanted them to retain their positions until mid-August of 1590, as would 
have been done under normal SMT AYO Ue Thus, a facade of royal 

power was preserved which nonetheless did not disturb the League's domina- 
tion of the capital. 

This formula was indicative of the eventual agreement of peace, 
which was cs ere into final shape during the second week of July, signed 
by the queen mother and the ultra-catholic leaders on 15 July, taken to 
Henry at Rouen for approval, and registered in the parlement of Paris on 
2 July: This Edict) of Unfonman as it was to be known, was in many ways 
a repetition of the Treaty of Nemours of three years earlier; however, 
League domination of the king was now virtually complete. Once again it 
was enunciated that, vowing mutual protection, all catholics were to join 
their monarch in a united campaign against heresy, which would be paid 
for from a war fund to be created by the sale of all heretics' goods. 


Two catholic armies would be employed in this crusade--one in Dauphiné, 


: # ; 
enoligrsbiencs tedio-bre afesiaq ttadia: Yo sr tnltananlais hail osod 


ser , . ; - | 
-882L yiul eh mo) yaomadeay Lgortot: snl) .@dite the - 98209 . 


antisiosh , aco elatotiie sygned-orq: ois. bovisoer 
e'gnid eda Io boog sft -to8 | = all aval doy atedy 


4 te ha “i? 9% 
-giebienos TO Sees radso. seraciaete pws y2ko oils he 3stne bow oo tex 
eisw egnids tedd won" pats ots os sintitiotibenita aiesed 7 ve 0. 2 
—2a5% szbed? sitiiao bivew ysis. .sevewor " i | o8 eS 
vegel eveb evil LS, gait et gats axl2 to, brow bevisass vers : rT 
dqueddin sed yfielotite ted? wrokabod-meds beldeoeenss | 


Steqs: hoog edz to eeunned” janckiongtesr tras bedqesoe bed kat 


al , 


bivew 2 em ee skoda pinaes ila 
{syou 20 gbaos? » ,eadt . ST, ssonsdemupztg: Ligson 0: 


Lenple eeu Ye Sb Seooqp of gu aged Li oont bezdemad an tshe 
9d ales ee 
no opens e-dggaelsey odd my botesetges bot elnvosqya 202 esol je cxesB 

ee ee oct niece a0 an’ mai 288 ei elt 

_yavewod g2ehlves exes so7d ao evonmatt No: wheanh edt Ab-motohteqes™ | 

3? ghags som0 -.atelqmoo videporty vor saw gett ode Yo poksentitob’ sugsed "4 

atet ot sxow AbMor2a0) fle ,ankionter; Lovtom gmbvaw .9sd2/ besstonunssese a 
biag od bisew doitw vested senines cqisamdo bsaknw's ab doxesom 4ishih 

-eboog ‘danegees fie tovebae! ortt vd beteeqD gies: brut ar en 

Ap Babdaust ef sn0—~shaay 2 RA at sossitcayp aiianat eaten atlod3so owt 

Nal 


re 


' 


; 


? Es Wee? 
‘ 


_) 


°) , 
ah 


159 
commanded by the duke of Mayenne, and the other in Poitou, under the 
leadership of "whomever it pleases His Majesty to name."" Yet the ultra- 
catholics had won concessions beyond these practical measures. At last 
the king agreed to the publication of the decrees of the Council of Trent, 
“without prejudice, however, to the rights and jurisdiction of the king 
and the liberties of the Gallican endzem "at Furthermore, Henry had been 
forced to violate his monarchical conscience by agreeing that succession 
to the throne was barred to anyone who was either a heretic or a 
supporter of heretics. 

This near total victory of the League's quasi-religious aims 
did not overshadow the fact that, once again, the majority of points 
contained within the treaty concerned territorial awards to individual 
members of Guise's faction. Basically, the new agreement stated that 
those towns which had been granted to Leaguers as safeguards by the 
Treaty of Nemours were to remain in their hands for another four years 
beyond the two years yet remaining in the original award; in addition, 
a few specific positions were bestowed upon individual ultra-catholics 
for whom no provision had been made in the earlier treaty. Beyond these 
outright grants of power, the king agreed that future royal appointments 
in several specified towns would be made according to the League's 
advice. The situation in Paris was also clarified by the treaty: the 
new officials were accepted according to the formula outlined earlier, 
and former royal strongholds were returned to the king who promised to 
appoint as their custodians only persons "agreeable to the city." 


With regard to the turmoil of the past two months, a general 
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amnesty was announced. No reprisals would be taken for actions against 
the sovereign; prisoners captured since 12 May would be released without 
ransom; and, with the considerable exceptions of those towns granted to 
the League, all territory was to revert to the status quo ante bellum. 

As a minimal consolation, Henry obtained another promise that the ultra- 
catholic signatories would withdraw from "all other unions, dealings, 
correspondences, leagues, and associations, both within and without the 
kingdom" which would prove "contrary and detrimental to the person of His 
Majesty, and to his state and crown." As Guise immediately followed the 
publication of the pact by private assurances to Philip II of his 
"warmest Hens Tile the empty formality of this clause did nothing to 
counterbalance Henry's humiliation by the League. 

Overwhelming as this treaty appeared, there were yet some points 
of agreement that were not included in the document itself. No direct 
mention was made of the promised Estates General, except for a reference 
in the edict's prologue that all declarations by the king would be 
honoured; however, letters patent for the assembly's convocation at Blois 
in mid-September were issued almost concurrently with the publication of 
the en aeethe 

The matter of Epernon did not lend itself to so simple a solu- 
tion. Although, again, the edict contained no clue to his future status, 
it was surely in accordance with some tacit agreement that shortly after 
the treaty was signed Henry wrote to his erstwhile favourite stripping 
him of all his titles but one and forbidding him the eet aa Given the 


king's past reliance on his mignon, speculation quickly arose that this 
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communication was a temporary ruse to lull League suspicions and that 
some plan was afoot to reconcile Epernon with canes On the contrary, 
when the former favourite refused to resign his offices, the king agreed 
that he should be arrested ("without however injuring his aaron 
in order to recover his governments and prevent his allying with the 
huguenots. In the hands of local Leaguers in the city of Angouléme, the 
arrest turned into an ambush from which Epernon barely escaped with his 
itrey? Already disenchanted with the sovereign to whom he had complained 
"it seems that you submit your wishes to [the Leaguers'] senseless 
peesiances ue the infuriated Epernon repeated his refusal to return his 
commissions, concentrated on consolidating himself in the Seek ae and 
opened negotiations with Henry of Neec uae 

Also omitted from the Edict of Union was an official enunciation 
of Guise's rank within France's military hierarchy. In response to ultra- 
catholic demands during negotiations, the king had had prepared a 
preliminary offer to Guise of the authority of grand maitre, then later 
revised this to a careful composite of the traditional powers of constable 
and lieutenant-general, which he personally amended three rinses For 
various reasons, this commission was not offered to the League leader 
until a personal interview took place at Chartres in early i teicieeae 
Although anti-Guisards hoped the move might be a ploy on Henry's part to 
"make [Guise ] emibaauge and it did stir up a certain amount of resentment 
among other nobles who considered themselves more worthy of the fone aad 
the king himself apparently regretted the decision almost immediately and 


was only dissuaded from withdrawing the dignity by arguments that such 
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action would jeopardize his hard-won paace Thus, the letters patent 
naming Guise lieutenant-general, which had been issued in Chartres on 
4 August, finally were published by the parlement of Paris on 26 August, 
creating Henry's bitter enemy commander-in-chief of all royal ented? 

Although the king attempted to put a good front on his forced 
reconciliation with the ultra-catholics by proclaiming that "it is now a 
matter of making war upon the heretics better than avenue? few observers, 
if any, were deceived into sharing this unlikely optimism. The indefati- 
gable journalist, L'Estoile, recorded a contradictory view of royal 
sentiments by concluding that this second Edict of July was "as much 
against [the king's] heart as the first, and he was seen to weep as he 
signed besten and the French ambassador to Venice reported bluntly that 
"there is rejoicing here about the concluding of peace, but there is no 
one who is not sorry to see the king stripped of his authority and put 
under their eimai Among royal advisors, the secretary Villeroy 
lamented that his negotiations had not been blessed by "some prosperity 
and success in our matters of woxtle 

Of those against whom the treaty was directed, the huguenot 
Navarre steeled himself to face another onslaught, declaring that League 
fire would only "rekindle our veatwlal but the disgraced Epernon pointed 
out to his king with both bitterness and accuracy that "I have never 
betrayed you [but ] those who are your closest servants today have done 
and still do cen'ee Even those who should have been delighted by a union 
of all catholics seemed dubious. The pope prayed, "May it please God 


that this peace ashe but did not appear convinced that such would be 
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the case; and his nuncio in France described the situation pessimistically: 
"The parties are not at all satisifed, some complaining about one thing, 
others of something else, indeed circumstances . .. are full of diffi- 
suulevenbiia A cynical summation was provided by the English ambassador, 
assuring his superiors back home that ''though there be an union made in 


protestation and writing, I never saw minds more disunited, nor anything 


more laughed at "78 


Even the Leaguers themselves, delighted with a victory so com- 
plete that Guise acted "in reality as wesecuea + had to be mistrustful of 


the king's ultimate intentions. As described by Stafford, "he hath 


ah 
granted them so much as they grow suspicious of the willingness of it," 90 


and Bernardino de Mendoza himself apparently entertained few illusions 


concerning a truce made by Henry probably in bad bategoos This scepticism 


was echoed by ultra-catholics in Paris, who, despite "signs of love and 
102 


Ww 


reconciliation, . . . do not trust it," and hence doubled the city's guard. 


Speculation about the motives behind royal acquiescence was shared by such 


observers as the Florentine agent Cavriana, who recognized the possibility 


103 


of "princely deceit," and Pierre de L'Estoile, who asserted that Henry 


had extended his favour to the Leaguers "not because he considers them 


worthy and does not know all too well their aims and pretensions, but by 


104 


design." This theory of royal duplicity found its most enthusiastic 


exposition in the English ambassador's reports, all variations on the 


theme that "the King hath some marvellous design. . . . But yet the matter 


105 
is but a-doing, and not yet done." 
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Such conviction was explicable given Henry's own statements. As 
early as 19 June, he had proclaimed to an English envoy (with perhaps more 
bravado than truth) that: 
howsoever men judged of his actions and proceedings, in the 
end it should appear that notwithout good reason he hath 
proceeded as he hath, and that he will make manifest to the 
world that he will not put up the wrongs hath been offered, 
neither do anything "unworth" of the rank he holdeth.106 
The same sentiment more subtly phrased might be inferred from a later 
communication in which the king expressed a hope "that this beginning of 
peace will lead us to some other more complete saseae 
Nor did Henry's actions persuade anyone that his embrace of the 
ultra-catholics was wholehearted. First of all, when the queen mother 
journeyed to the court at Mantes to lead her son back to Paris, he flatly 
refused to go, insisting that Guise and his followers join him at Chartres 
mustedae 2° Despite numerous warnings from those who suspected the worst, 
Guise accordingly left the capital accompanied by a considerable retinue 
who "are gone with no stomach at arnpnt oe Their fears proved groundless 
as Henry gave the Leaguers what Guise himself described as a "welcome full 
: , nll0 ise , 
of warmth and with a candid countenance; however, suspicions revived 
later at dinner when the king offered a jesting toast to "our good 


" then followed it with a salute to "our good 


1 
barricaders from Paris, . .. and let's not forget them!" 4h 


friends, the huguenots, 


Continued fulsome demonstrations of royal goodwill towards the 
ultra-catholic vesaeenlé did not prevent Henry from simultaneously ex- 
tending an equally warm welcome to the count of Bonésdaayne: a catholic 


cousin of Navarre's who had fought at Coutras on the side of his huguenot 
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family. On the king's orders, a declaration absolving Soissons from any 
responsibility for catholic deaths in the battle was prepared despite 
Guise's open opposition to a step he considered "greatly harmful to 
catholics . . . [for it seems] to prepare the way for the prince of Béarn." 
When the declaration was sent to Paris for publication, it was greeted 
with such League-inspired abuse from people and preachers alike that it 
was sent back to the iiesty however, it was eventually registered by 
the it lementsare Such an unusual show of Henry's favour naturally in- 
spired speculation that it "was not done without ena tt? 

Yet this topic was quickly overshadowed by the king's next unex- 
pected move. With an abruptness that astonished everyone, on 8 September 
Henry dismissed Belliévre, Villeroy and the other two secretaries, the 
chancellor, and the master of his household, replacing them with non- 
entities of good reputation but little stature. In one stroke the king 
had banished all of his closest advisors--a startling act, the explanation 
for which has been sought by his contemporaries and historians alike. 

One immediate interpretation, unsurprisingly proffered by those 
of huguenot sympathies, was that the dismissals had been forced upon the 
king by the Teseuchne However, the credibility of this version evapo- 
rates when it is realized that although Guise did not consider the 
ministers to be within his camp, neither did he view them as totally 
opposed to his party, as, indeed, the latest peace treaty bore witness. 
Nor were they replaced by ultra-catholics, but rather by insignificant 
royalists including a former servitor of the duke of Epersonets- Further- 


more, the rumours recorded by L'Estoile that the king had acted "from his 
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own impulse, with no other instigation" were apparently correct; far from 
dictating the decision, Guise was evidently not eoaainadeaan 

A second explanation was offered by those who feared (or hoped) 
that Henry was planning some action against Guise in which he did not 
wish the possible interference of his A pete This thought had 
already occurred to the English ambassador the month previously when 
Villeroy had taken temporary leave from court, for "some think that he 
knoweth some particular thing to make him retire pina Gee Again, this 
hypothesis seems unlikely as it was neither confirmed by subsequent events 
nor justified by the situation at court. If the king were to decide upon 
precipitate action against Guise, he did not need the approval of those 
advisors before its implementation. 

A third and more plausible theory suggests that the cause of the 
dismissals lay in the forthcoming session of the Estates General. A 
politician of some insight if not effectiveness, who must have foreseen 
that the assembly would be highly critical of his administration, Henry 
endeavored to forestall such criticism by essentially placing the blame 
for past mismanagement on the departed ministers. Pasquier concluded that 
the king had made the unexpected move "in order to win the good will of 
the deputies, guessing that they will not be upset with this new aheneaat sc 
this view was echoed by Cheverny and supported by the papal legate's 
report of an interview in which Henry declared, "Besides, if I had not 
dismissed them, the Estates would have demanded their sendyal sie ¢ Thus, 


the king's action also served to protect his erstwhile servants--a result 


which ambassador Stafford believed had been the motive for the dismissals 
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125 ; ae 
all along. Whether or not Henry acted out of concern for his ministers, 
he effectively defused the deputies' attacks against the royal administra- 
; ; ; 126 
tion and thus against himself. 

A corollary to this last argument is N. M. Sutherland's inter- 
pretation that Henry wished to create the appearance that he had disgraced 
his ministers in order to save them and himself from the Estates, but 
fully intended to restore them to favour after the assembly was dissolved. 
This conclusion is based chiefly upon Cavriana's report of the king's note 
of dismissal to Villeroy, which may be translated: "I remain very pleased 
with your service; however, do not fail to retire to your house, where you 
will stay until I send for you; do not seek the reason for this letter, but 

Les ; 
obey me. Although there is no reason to doubt the report's accuracy, 
it cannot be considered solid documentary proof, and the secondary evidence 
; : ; 3 : 128 vals 
is susceptible to alternative interpretation. Furthermore, the ministers 
were never recalled--a fact which Sutherland explains by saying’ that events 
did not give Henry a chance to carry out his original plan. On the con- 
trary, after the dissolution of the Estates General, the king lived for 
another turbulent half-year during which time he attempted to rally what- 
ever support he could, and surely would not have overlooked his experienced 

; , ; 129 

_ former servants had he really desired their assistance. However, the 
greatest single obstacle to this theory's acceptance lies in the fact that 
Villeroy himself makes no mention of such a possible royal ruse in his 


Mémoires; indeed, he states that a communication to the king via the queen 


mother brought back a reply which 
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took away from me all hope of expecting to receive any 
reward from him in the future, . .. and, more than that, 
gave me sufficient reason to believe that he did not 
remain as satisfied with my loyalty as did my conscience.130 
This comment by Villeroy indicates a more likely if less simplis- 
tic explanation of the unexpected dismissals. Basically, for various 
reasons Henry was no longer pleased with his ministers. As reported by 
Mendoza, when the queen mother asked the reasons for his action, the king 
replied that: 
he had made [these changes] because the chancellor con- 
spired with tradesmen, Belliévre was a huguenot, Villeroy 
a braggart who wished to keep royal affairs to himself 
alone, Brulart a mere cipher, and Pinart a greedy rascal 
who would sell his own mother and father for money. 
Flippancy aside, this harsh condemnation of his long-time servants seems 
unbelievable unless one accepts that Henry placed the blame for his present 
ignominious position upon those ministers whose advice had failed to 
prevent his humiliation. Cavriana reported that many thought the secre- 
taries had opposed the king's better plans by substituting less effective 
Oiveesattves; 7 while Villeroy himself cited specifically the grant of 
the lieutenancy-general to Guise as a move which the king regretted so 
strongly that "he resolved to dismiss those who had given him such 


re From blaming incompetence it is a small step to suspecting 


advice." 
sabotage, and according to the papal legate, Henry's mistrust had been 
stimulated by the disorders of the Barricades, "when the king complained 
that all around him he encountered little discretion and less ioraltyet ae 
Repeated leaks of confidential information to the ieee had given 


Henry's wariness a firmer base than mere imagination, and the dismissals 


occasioned a spate of reports claiming the king had found his cabinet "to 
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136 in Stafford's phrase. Again, such 


look upon other favours than his," 
a conclusion does not seem totally unreasonable when one discovers that a 
month earlier Mendoza had assured the Spanish king of "the certainty of 
secretary Villeroy's devotion [to eeiaatuiee-sa belief sufficiently wide- 
spread for Villeroy to devote a considerable portion of his memoirs to 
its ecBitatiow. tne 

Once born, Henry's suspicions must have drawn strength from an 
uncomfortable realization that none of his servants was his own appoint- 
ment, but rather an inheritance from his mother. Cheverny and Villeroy 
themselves saw their closeness to Catherine de Medici as a significant 
element in their downfall, an opinion that Villeroy saw confirmed in the 
fact that the king's new officers did not respect and pay court to her 


peg and the papal legate reported Henry spoke of 


"wanting a consort no 1engenewit? Whether due to her ill health or to 


as had been our practice," 


her son's antipathy, the queen mother was never again a significant force 
at court; a month later when she attempted to advise Henry concerning a 
proposed marriage between the Guise and Montmorency families, the king was 
so angry that he refused to speak to her for six dagaaton 

In shedding his mother's tutelage, Henry also made clear his 
feeling that the ex-ministers had enjoyed too much authority. First of 
all, their replacements were nonentities obviously dependent on the king's 
favour. Besides this, past squabbles with Villeroy over the secretary's 
right to open Abepatchestas were not to be repeated, as the king rigidly 
circumscribed the duties of his new appointees to exclude their right to 


144 


open or even receive Nauceta aes and Henry alone opened diplomatic packets. 
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Court gossip soon repeated his claim that he felt set at liberty by the 
expulsion of his domineering wetils Bao and the king's vigorous dedica- 
tion to the business of governing confirmed his stated desire to be "the 
leader, councillor, and secretary of affairs of Btatentee 

Yet this image of a disenchanted king determined to gather all 
reins of power into his own hands is lacking one perspective that is 
perhaps suggested by Henry's sudden hyperactivity: his basically unstable 
personality was retreating from reality under the strain of constant 
conflict with the League. Within the context of growing paranoia, his 
actions may be interpreted as a logical sequence: finding himself in an 
untenable situation, he disclaimed all responsibility for the events which 
had resulted in his humiliation; if he were not at fault, then he had been 
betrayed; if he were betrayed, it was by those closest to him, whom he then 
had to expel; having rid himself of one set of traitors, he could prevent 
further betrayal only by keeping all state affairs to himself. Toa 
rational mind, external evidence could imply ministerial incompetence or 
lack of total dedication to the king's interests, but not absolute 
treachery. Similarly, the abruptness of Henry's decision and his subse- 
quent obsessive secrecy argues a disordered personality, and more than 
metaphor is reflected in the king's statement that these dismissals "had 
taken away from about him. . . the prying Foxes [sic] vegies 

In summation, the expulsion of the royal servants may be viewed 
as a quasi-rational response to certain stimulae, but it was a response 
exaggerated by Henry's growing paranoia. Given the king's general 


political perceptiveness, it seems probable that he recognized the 
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Lyd 
advantages of such dismissals before the sitting of the Estates General; 
however, whether or not this rational factor acted as a catalyst to his 
irrational convictions is impossible to prove. Perhaps Mendoza provided 
the most telling analysis in his rather frustrated narration of events to 
his Spanish master: "The actions of this prince [Henry III] all contradict 
each other to such an extent that these dismissals . . . do not appear to 

F 1148 , , 
be the result of a plan drawn up in advance. Amidst these conjectures 
one conclusion emerges as probable: had the Barricades been followed by 
an aftermath more favourable to the king, the mass firings would not have 
occurred. In Henry's eyes, his ministers’ chief sin was not faithlessness 
but failure. 
While speculation continued as to the causes of the dismissals, 

attention soon turned to the forthcoming session of the Estates General 
at Blois. Although such observers as the papal legate foresaw only further 
dissension resulting from the fact that "everyone hopes to gain advantage 

° ° nL49 
for his own interests, Henry apparently looked to the assembly for a 
decided improvement in his fortunes, according to his ultra-catholic 

; 150 ; A : 
rival, and sought to win deputies to his cause by personally greeting 
: Meat : ; 

each arrival. Unfortunately for Valois hopes, his strategem proved 
worthless in view of a prior League campaign throughout the kingdom which 
Guise described to Mendoza: 

For my part I neglect nothing, but have sent trustworthy 

men into all the provinces and bailliages in order to 

accomplish an opposite result; I believe that I have 

succeeded to such an extent that the bape the 


deputies will be for us and at our command. 1 


The accuracy of this prediction was soon verified by the appearance at 
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Blois of delegates who were obviously of Guise's aceite G a preponder- 
ance which Jensen has reconstructed as 380 League supporters out of a total 
of 505 deve eat sae 

The anti-royalist mood of the assembly was evident long before 

the formal opening ceremonies. Mendoza's boast that Guise believed "the 
Estates would serve his policies as much as he could wish in imposing their 
will upon the kee seemed confirmed when each order selected a recog- 
nized Leaguer as seedeman ot and then proceeded to launch vigorous criti- 
cisms of the king's financial administration and religious policy. Angered 
by a delegation asking for the revocation of certain financial edicts, 
Henry protested that he recognized requests but not resolutions such as 
the group had presented, and blamed the deputies' restiveness upon male- 
factors "so little pleased by the tranquillity of his state that they 


157 


never stop spreading false rumours; nonetheless, lengthy discussions 


continued among the deputies concerning desired modifications of the salt 
pagees The religious issue found Guise more directly involved. Reporting 
to Mendoza that he was "well on the way" to having the Estates declare 

open war upon the huguenots "so that the king my master could never make 
any treaty or truce with chem ee Guise doubtless supported a move to 

have Henry formally renew the Edict of Union and solemn oath by the 
deputies. When confronted with this request, the king protested that "it 
called into question the firmness of his word" and that the deputies would 
better spend their time thinking of how to raise funds for the army; when 


they persisted, he again fumed that they were "mistrusting his faith and 


integrity" but finally capitulated, though not without a further comment 
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that he found their request "rather poealdarate ce 

Despite the overwhelming evidence to the contrary, Henry appar- 
ently clung to the belief that some benefit to the royal cause could be 
salvaged from the convocation of the traditional assembly. To this end he 
continued his campaign among individual deputies, to the point that Guise 
reprimanded his king for enticing defections among the duke's followers-- 
an accusation to which Henry regally replied that "although servants of 
the house of Guise, these gentlemen are no less vassals of the erown Miaka 
However, such minor skirmishes paled beside the audacity of the speech with 
which the king formally opened the Estates General on 16 October 1588. 

Against the background of traditional pageantry which featured 
Guise seated at the foot of Henry's throne, the king mustered his personal 
reserves to deliver a long harangue "with great eloquence and nagecevegen 
He began the speech unsurprisingly enough with a tribute to his mother's 
services, but followed this with a reminder that the estates had been 
convened not merely to "cure the illnesses" of the state, but also to 
"re-establish this great monarchy . .., to reaffirm the sovereign's 
legitimate authority rather than to unsettle it or diminish it, as... 
certain ill-wishers would like you to believe." Recalling his illustrious 
military career against the hagdenate: ca, he protested the sincerity of 
his catholicism and his abhorrence of heresy, then promised a widespread 
reform to remove abuses from both church and state, thus alleviating his 
people. However, this pledge of financial relief was rapidly qualified 


by his statement that "war cannot be waged properly without money, and 


since we are well on our way to eradicating this accursed heresy, large 
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sums will be needed to succeed." 

Next Henry moved to the offensive with a pointed comment that "I 
have not intrigued against the liberty of the deputies nor corrupted the 
electors; had I done so I would blush for my conduct, as those should blush 
who have resorted to such unworthy means." Finally, recalling that the 
Edict of Union had prohibited leagues and associations, he attacked the 
League directly: "as I am obliged like yourselves to preserve the royal 
authority, I declare that from this time forward . . . I shall seize, hold, 
and convict of high treason those of my subjects who do not give up such 
associations."' According to Pasquier, with even greater boldness Henry 
claimed that he would already have wiped out all heresy had he not been 
hindered by the "unbounded ambition" of certain bad eseseeoe In a final 
appeal to the shocked deputies, the king asked them to "rally around him 


t 


to fight the confusion and corruption in the state," adding with a fine 


rhetorical flourish, 

if you do otherwise, you will imprint upon your memories 

a stain of everlasting dishonour; you will take away from 

your descendants this fine claim to hereditary allegiance 

towards your king which was so carefully won and left for 

you by your forefathers. 165 
It was a fine and kingly gesture, but only a gesture; it availed Henry 
nothing. 

His rival listened to the surprising oration in silence, but his 
1 

anger was evident by his pallor and change of countenance. Se After 
the ceremony was over the League leaders held a conclave in which they 


decided to send the archbishop of Lyons to insist that the king delete 


certain offensive expressions before he permitted his speech to be 
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1765 
printed. At first the king refused, but when the archbishop threatened 
that the session would disband immediately unless the Guises were satisfied 
in this matter, Henry's resistance crumbled. His strong phrases against 
the League were omitted in the published speech, and those few unedited 
copies which had already been printed were destroyed by the all-powerful 
ae g 

The impotence of Henry's attempt at defiance was underlined two 
days later, when he took part in a solemn reaffirmation of the Edict of 
Union. The king's reluctance had given rise to rumours that he favoured 
peace with the NA tre ache and the relentless pressure from ultra- 
catholic delegates succeeded in forcing him publicly to realign himself 
with the League's religious Ae ere oe As a symbol of the state's dedica- 
tion to catholicism and the Guises' success in "overcoming all the objec- 
tion and obstacles that the king wanted to cee news of the ceremony 
was greeted by widespread pat bsat cual Guise's first aim for the 
Estates pendratennag was accomplished: Henry could not evade war with the 
heretics without damning himself as a perjuror and hypocrite in the eyes 
of his subjects. 

The League victory at the Estates General is even more impressive 
in light of an unexpected development on the international scene which 
threatened to upset ultra-catholic plans. Early in October news was 
received that the duke of Savoy had invaded the marquisate of Saluzzo, the 
last remnant of once extensive French holdings acquired during the Italian 
wars of the early sixteenth century. Savoy's protestations that he had so 


acted in order to protect the area from the huguenots in neighbouring 
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peagnimets> did not abate French wrath against "a petty praneariaattse who 


had ''vilely taken a sample our of séateqs de Those opposed to Guise's 
faction immediately accused him of collusion with stvegends while a movement 
quickly arose which advocated the uniting of all Frenchmen regardless of 
religion in a punitive expedition against the brash wnvadee 222 Guise 
himself raged to Mendoza about "this accident of Carmagnola [principal 

town of Saluzzo] which I fear will upset my intentions and planes "Gee for 

he could see that "already a goodly number of our deputies are hinting at 

a general peace with the huguenots for the purpose of uniting with cnn? 
To avert such a catastrophe which inevitably would bring "the total destruc- 
tion of our holy religion," Guise urged that Philip II intervene to bring 
Savoy to Sengowne a The duke's problems were complicated by the fact that 
Henry was openly infuriated by Savoy's Sreronvert) ee yet instead of ex- 
ploiting his subjects' similar feelings to escape from Guise's control of 
policy, the king seemed immobilized by the ultra-catholic leader's 
manoeuvrings. The crisis lingered for several weeks, but by mid-November 
when the Estates General passed a vague resolution "to find some means to 
recover" Satunroy ht the force of the anti-Savoyard movement had been 
defused, and Guise could report triumphantly to Mendoza that he had 

managed to smooth things avertuee Eventually, Henry sent only a special 
envoy to Savoy, and when he recalled him a month later the king consoled 
himself that the futility of the mission at least had demonstrated to the 
world at large that he preferred the maintenance of peace between catholic 
184 


states to the personal redress of "indignity and insult." 


Once Saluzzo had died down as an issue, the deputies returned to 
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LF 
their twin grievances of religion and finances. To their great satisfac- 
tion, war against the huguenots had been declared by the reaffirmation of 
the Edict of Union, and the duke of Nevers was named commander of an army 
advancing into Polteatae Beyond this, the estates demanded the one con- 
cession that Henry had always sought to avoid--the specific exclusion of 
Navarre from the succession. Once more the French king tried to prevent 
an outright prohibition by first praising the zeal of the estates but 
then suggesting that he would prefer to send a delegation to his huguenot 
brother-in-law in an attempt to bring him back to the true faith and "to 
alert him as to his duty, so that he cannot complain of being condemned 


ie This delaying tactic was given short shrift by 


without being heard." 
the deputies, who also showed scant inclination to heed a remonstrance 
4 187 P A 

from Navarre himself which asked that a council be held to reconcile 
the warring religions and that the League be recognized as a vehicle of 

en, ays 188 : 
Guise’s ambition. The estates remained adamant. On 5 November 1588 
the Bourbon heir was stripped of any right to the French throne in a state- 
ment so sweeping that, as described by one huguenot, "it did not omit the 

e 2 . 1189 
slightest step in his total loss of rank. 

Continuing this drive to promulgate ultra-catholic policies, the 

deputies of the first estate indicated their determination to have the 
decrees of the Council of Trent published in France at last. However, in 
combatting this move Henry met with a greater measure of success. By 
pointing out that the parlements would probably block registration of 


such an edict on the grounds of defending the traditional liberties of 


the French church, Henry suggested that the matter be given further 
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thought. Consequently, when the estates drew up their cahiers of griev- 
ances, they continued to ask that the decrees be published but added the 
qualification that this was to be done without prejudice to the Gallican 
fapened eee he? 

Whatever differences the king and estates may have had over mat- 
ters of religious policy were to prove minor indeed compared to the con- 
frontation that developed in the realm of fitineinvebl uae As Henry began 
pressing for funds with which to undertake the anti-calvinist crusade so 
earnestly desired by the assembly, he encountered a solid resistance led 
by deputies of the third estate but generally supported by the other two 
orders. Basically, the stance of the deputies was that taxes were much too 
high and that concomitantly there existed a colossal royal mismanagement 
of funds--the latter suspicion rapidly confirmed by the revelation that 
finances were in such disorder that no complete statement could be presented 
to the deputies. When it became obvious that the third estate would 
demand a reduction in taxes, Catherine de Medici made a final appearance 
in the political arena; she informed representatives of the commons that 
their position was illogical under the circumstances, and that if they 
were foolish enough to continue their demands, "the king . . . will lose 
his temper, and you will have wasted your time, for then His Majesty will 


192 
do no such thing." 3 


The elderly queen's attempts at intimidation proved a total fail- 
ure, for the very next day the three orders presented a joint request to 
the king for a reduction in taxation to the rates of 1576 and the estab- 


lishment of a chamber of justice to regulate abuses within the financial 
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administration. Henry greeted these trenchant demands with the utmost 
courtesy, assuring the deputies that he had summoned the Estates General 
in order to ease the problems of his people and that he was "too kind- 
hearted in spirit ever to become a arene ine However, he needed funds 
to maintain his household and to fight the huguenot menace, and thus he 
could not accede to their request. 

The lines of battle were drawn. Marshalling the diplomatic 
skills he had used too infrequently in the past, Henry set out to inveigle 
funds from the recalcitrant assembly. He invited the most influential 
members of the third estate to a private meeting at which he reassured them 
of his good will towards his people, promised great private economies in 
the future, lamented that "he felt a terrible regret for his past way of 
life," but pleaded that a reduction in taxes would destroy his house and 
his kingdom. As they had agreed upon the necessity of war, could they not 
see that "cutting off his resources was not encouraging him to go cbavewae @ 
The representatives seemed impressed by his sincerity, but showed no incli- 
nation to abate their demands. Therefore, the next day Henry tried a 
different tactic: he sent word to the estates that he would agree to 
reduce taxation to the level of 1576 as requested, but on the condition 
that the deputies make provision for an equivalent sum from another source. 
Unpersuaded by this illusory offer of compromise, the three orders voted 
to persist in their original demands, even threatening to withdraw if their 
requests were not met. Momentarily flustered, the king privately raged 


that their intransigeance resulted from the machinations of certain 


enemies. 
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Ironically, for once Guise was not guilty. To a certain point, 
it suited his aims to have the estates in conflict with the king, thus 
perpetuating royal powerlessness and enhancing the duke's popularity; 
however, once the deputies began to interfere seriously with the war 
effort they were jeopardizing Guise's self-proclaimed raison d'étre within 
the French state. So seriously did the duke consider the assembly's op- 
position to new taxation that he held a private meeting with the deputies 
in which he urged them not to imperil the enforcement of the Edict of 
Union but to "satisfy the king so that he could wage hina Doubtless 
to Guise's surprise, his appeal gained him nothing; the League sympathizers 
whose election he had sought proved less docile than expected. 

In the meantime, Henry continued his campaign of humble charm 
and simple sincerity to win over the stubborn deputies. In an audience 
of 30 November with two of the most influential members of the third 
estate, the king reiterated his good intentions towards his subjects but 
pleaded coe financial distress, going so far as to claim, "he was 
not extravagant in the matter of clothing, for he had been wearing the 
same outfit for three nonehs bad The following day, the third estate 
made a countermove by visiting the king in order to inform him at length 
of the great hardship existing throughout the country. Appearing moved 
by the recital of woes, Henry agreed to suppress certain taxes; however, 
it was again a fraudulent compromise, for he chose to repeal those levies 
that were either temporary by definition or not generally collected. A 
stalemate resulted. Finally, when the estates once more presented their 


demands for lower taxation on 3 December, the king listened patiently, 
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again replied by mentioning his love for his people, and then declared 
suddenly, "I grant you your requests." The chamber erupted into cries of 
"Long live the king!" which were not stilled by Henry's qualification 
that the reduction was awarded "on the condition that you supply me with 
funds and assure me resources for my household and for the war, according 
to your pecmice inks 

Apparently not seeing any snare in their king's capitulation, the 
deputies attended a celebratory Te Deum and then set about raising the 
required money. After days of discussion (during which Henry impatiently 
but diplomatically reminded the assembly of his pressing needs), the 
third estate decided to raise 120,000 écus in the form of a loan from 
several of their members. Of this total, the king was to receive only 
30,000 écus, with the balance designated for the dukes of Nevers and 
Mayenne for the preparation of armies in Poitou and Dauphiné respectively. 
Unfortunately for Henry's hopes, as the deputies deliberated ways and means 
they seem to have realized they had been outmanoeuvred, and abandoning 
the royal loan in its embryonic stages, they returned to the attack upon 
administrative mismanagement as the principal cause of the crown's in- 
solvency. Each subsequent inquiry from the king concerning the funds 
promised to him was greeted by a demand for the establishment of a 
chamber of justice to investigate all abuses existing within his finan- 
cial administration. By 16 December 1588, when Henry formally summoned 
the third estate to demand the sums promised him, only to receive the 


same counterdemand, he went so far as to agree to establish the chamber 


on the condition that he would select its members from royal councillors 
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recommended by the estates. Far from modifying their stand, the deputies 
replied that first they had to see a list of all royal councillors "in 
order to identify those who were Beepecci in the eyes of the estates. 

The presumption of this demand infuriated the king. Despairing 
of ever receiving any satisfaction from the wilful deputies, he turned 
his frustration and wrath toward the individual whom he considered the 
root of these many evils--the duke of Guise. 

Since March of 1585 Henry had lived in the shadow of the catholic 
hero. Every action had been taken in the context of a strong ultra- 
catholic presence; every policy had been formed in reaction to ultra- 
catholic pressures. Once this conflict had exploded into the Day of the 
Barricades and its consequent treaty, the king found himself ignominiously 
trapped by the League, his moves virtually dictated by the duke of Guise. 
Obviously, for Henry this situation was intolerable, for behind his 
seemingly endless capacity for compromise, he had never resigned himself 
to a state of subordination to his rival. Perhaps at times he had enter- 
tained hopes that genuine alliance with the League might be possible, but 
this optimism was dashed when the duke had taken each offer as an excuse 
for yet greater demands. Thus, from crisis to crisis, the king had 
evolved a pattern for survival. While offering a semblance of co-operation 
to save himself from imminent disaster, he schemed perpetually, if un- 
successfully, to overcome Guise's pre-eminence--by outshining him as a 
devout catholic, by persuading Navarre to catholicism, by hoping German 
mercenaries would smash the Lorrainer's forces, by convoking the Estates 


General to serve as an expected royalist ally against Guise. By December 
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1588 it had become clear that the last strategem was as futile as its 
predecessors. All indirect approaches exhausted, Henry decided that Guise 
himself had to be eliminated. 

In focussing his hostility upon the catholic leader, the king did 
not deviate from past behaviour which had been anti-Guise rather than anti- 
League. His feeling that the ultra-catholic position had been perverted 
into an anti-royalist movement through the ambition of its leader was 
reinforced by his experiences at Blois, where against the background of 
Henry's frustrated hopes the personality of Guise stood out in bold relief. 
The duke's ambition and audacity seemed boundless, and the list of his 
offences grew ever longer and more heinous in Henry's eyes: not content 
with suborning the deputies into his anti-Valois web, Guise had connived 
in the usurpation of Saluzzo (suspected the king, albeit unjustly), and 
beyond that a recent dispute over the city of ovticenen indicated that the 
nominal vassal would not rest until every town in France lay under his 
control. When rumours reached Henry of a plot against his peaacnte” the 
docket was complete: Guise had alienated subjects from their rightful 
sovereign, had eroded monarchical authority, and now might be threatening 
the king's very life. In contrast to the time of the Barricades, there 
were no strong advisors to dissuade Henry from his path or at least force 
him to consider the consequences of his act. The decision was reached: 
Guise must die. 

The possibility of royal revenge had been apparent to the League 
from the signing of the Edict of Union in July. In fact, Guise had 
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joined the king at Blois against the advice of several supporters, 
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arguing that he preferred to expose himself to danger "rather than let 
himself be suspected of weakness or Fatt heweeeunesstt + The warmth of 
the king's welcome and subsequent displays of mutual affection did nothing 
to allay tensions at the court, which was described by Cavriana as "full 


203 Ever mindful of what Mendoza termed "the 


20k 
king's treacherous conduct," Guise alerted the Spanish ambassador to 


of fear and suspicion." 


several warnings he had received as to the king's intentions, but concluded, 
"I provide for my safety as much as I can with the help of God and the 
assistance of a good number of my Eriishae, tee When even his family began 
to fear for his gecumienie te the League leader apparently relied not only 
upon his supporters' numerical siisettouiey jo but also upon his spy system 
which had penetrated very close to the sets Oe and so certain was he of 
his strength that he boasted, "if they begin anything, I shall finish it 
off and more harshly than I did at Paiclviee 2 With an accuracy that 
approached clairvoyance, Mendoza himself foresaw, 

The one real danger for [Guise] could exist only in the 

king's private chamber, where one must enter alone and 

where this prince easily could have him attacked and put 

to death by ten or twenty men stationed there for this 

Sed 
While recognizing that in this situation Guise's usual protection of armed 
guards would be useless, the Spanish ambassador also trusted to "the close 
friends [Guise] has near the king" who would be certain to warn him in 
Pe aied aan Furthermore, Mendoza simply could not believe that Henry 


ta oe Ah WE 
would ever overcome his "innate timidity" in order to execute such a 


plan. For once the king's long history of pusillanimity worked to his 


advantage. 
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Once Henry had made the momentous decision to eliminate Guise, 
he moved swiftly to implement vine On 22 December the king announced 
that he would be making a brief journey the next day; therefore, he asked 
his council to meet at an hour earlier than usual, and ordered his special 
bodyguard (the Forty-Five) to be present in his chamber ready to accompany 
him as soon as the meeting was finished. Furthermore, late that evening 
he asked the captain of the guard to ensure all entrances to the royal 
residence at Blois were secure once the duke of Guise had entered the next 
morning. The stage was set for the drama that even the royalist Pasquier 
labelled "the most tragic tale that ever occurred in Peapeeenane 

Despite the king's dissimulative powers, it was inevitable that 
some whisper of royal intrigue should reach Guise. Discrepancy in reports 
of the incident precludes certainty, but it is evident that in the twelve 
hours preceding his death the duke received at least two serious warnings, 
which he dismissed nonchalantly. Months of success upon success had gone 
to the hero's head, for when told outright of the king's sanguinary 


n215 As Mendoza had 


intentions, the duke scoffed, "he wouldn't dare. 
foreseen, warning had come; what he could not have predicted was that 
Guise would be betrayed by his own self-confidence and contempt for the 
king. 

The morning of 23 December 1588 Henry was awakened at four, as 
he had asked. After checking that the Forty-Five had taken their places, 
he met with the most trusted members of his council to inform them of 


his decision and to explain his reasons. Apparently some of the council 


argued for less extreme measures, such as due process of law, but for 
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once the king was adamant. Next he outlined their duties to members of the 
Forty-Five, eight of whom were found armed with daggers and thus were 
assigned the actual killing. Once everyone was in place--his advisors in 
the council chamber, the Forty-Five in the adjoining anteroom which sur- 
rounded the king's private chamber--Henry began to pace Me Honaiyeet® By 
eight o'clock the council chamber had filled with the expected members 
(including the cardinal Guise and archbishop of Lyons), with the exception 
of the king's intended quarry. Finally, the duke himself made his appear- 
ance in the council room, spent a few moments in idle conversation, and 
then was summoned by a secretary to an audience with Henry in his private 
chamber. Once Guise had stepped into the antechamber from the council 
room, the door between was quickly shut, and as the duke was bending over 
to lift the tapestry which marked the entrance into the king's private 
chamber, the assassins struck. The victor of Auneau and self-proclaimed 
saviour of the ultra-catholics died at the foot of the king's bed without 
a chance to draw his used oud 

Guise's execution was followed by the prompt arrest of other 
League leaders at Blois. The cardinal Guise and archbishop of Lyons were 
seized in the council chamber; the king quickly incarcerated the cardinal 
Bourbon, the duke of Elbeuf, and Guise's mother, adolescent son, and half- 
brother; royal officers interrupted a morning session of the Estates 
General in order to arrest several of the most vituperatively anti- 
monarchical deputies from punrarte While Henry apparently was undecided 


as to the fate of his many prisoners, some of his advisors argued that he 


ought rid himself in a more permanent manner of the cardinal Guise. 
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Perhaps persuaded by reports of past calumnies and threats attributed to 
the youngest Guise broreee.- or perhaps recognizing that the cardinal's 
release would be demanded immediately by deputies of the first soles ee 
the king agreed to the death of the cardinal, who was dispatched in a 
fashion similar to the execution of his elder brother. On the night of 
24 December 1588, the corpses of the two Leaguers were cremated and their 
ashes scattered over the Loire--a step taken in order to prevent the 
populace from treating their remains as sacred eeticaks 3 

For over three years, Henry had sought to maintain his sovereignty 

through some sort of cooperation with the ultra-catholic leader, but each 
concession had produced only further humiliation to the crown. At last 
the king had acted decisively to rid himself of his rival; however, his 
sudden show of force failed to win him the supremacy and tranquillity he 
so desired. Mistakenly personalizing all anti-monarchical feeling as 
originating from the hated duke alone, the king evidently expected that 
the removal of the League leader would cause the evaporation of the move- 
ment which he had led. In addition to underestimating the organizational 
strength of the ultra-catholics, Henry also failed to foresee that Guise's 
death (and the particularly brutal and treacherous manner in which it was 
effected) would elevate the duke to the status of a catholic martyr and 
would create widespread revulsion against the author of this heinous deed. 
Thus, the decisive act that might have snuffed out opposition if made at 


a different time and in a different way did not signal the end of Henry's 


conflict with the ultra-catholics, but rather precipitated his complete 


break with the League. 
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17 ‘ : 

Extraies' Yl5, -2heostel—de-Ville, Arch. cur., Ist ser., XI, 413. 
ty etoile. 560. 
19 ; 

Palma Cayet, Petitot, lst ser., XXXVIII, 359. 
AO eeaiier 319. 
aM ‘ 

Palma Cayet, Petitot, lst ser., XXXVIII, 359-360. 
er Retot ie: Shek eee oe 
23 ; Peeve 

Cavriana to Serguidi, 13 May 1588, Negs. Toscane, IV, 781. 
24 : : 

Cavriana to Serguidi, 23 May 1588, Negs. Toscane, IV, 784. 
ASB er 

Guise [to n. ne, May 1588 Arch. cur., Ist ser. XI, 452-457. 


oe idmoteek de la Ligue, II, 337, quoted in Robiquet, 370 n. 


ii es of Paris to cities of Rouen, Troyes, and Sens, 28 May 1588, 
quoted in Robiquet, 373 n - 375 n. Similar letters to Chalons, Rheims, and 
Montdidier were dated 30 May 1588. 


ee rxtcatrs . . - Hostel-de-Ville, 26 May 1588, Arch. cur., lst 
ser., X144437. 


2° sdvertisements fromobrance (Corl .vknk. Dee 1, 612. 

30 catherine de Medici to Henry III, 23 May 1588, Lettres, IX, 
347-348. 

31 catherine de Medici to Henry III, 27 May 1588, Lettres, IX, 
3056. 


32 cayriana to Serguidi, 23 May 1588, Negs. Toscane, IV, 784. 


Poets du Roy sur _l'’esmotion advenue a Paris, Arch. cur., lst 
ser., XI, 443-448. 
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2? Gaeneniae de Medici to Henry III, 20 May 1588, Lettres, IX, 
343. 


cneeeaere - « « Hostel-de-Ville, Arch. cur., lst ser., XI, 
422-433. 


37 nN é 2 
Response du Roy sur la requeste presentee a sa majesté par M. 
le cardinal de Bourbon, 28 May 1588, Mornay, IV, 189-194. 


JOrfieroile, 561; Pasquier, 303. 


oP pee 348. 
CO eM ae to Villeroy, mid-June 1588, Negs. Levant, IV, 671 n. 


ys draft of Instructions for Sir Thomas Leighton," May [0O. S.] 
1588, CSP, Soler dee os3. 


Sena III to Lancome, 4 June 1588, Negs. Levant, IV, 673 n. 


Oeeur lane to Serguidi, 23 May 1588, Negs. Toscane, IV, 786. A 
similar report is continued in Advertisements from France, 14 June 1588, 
CSPE. XXT, pes 01,8699" 


jecayr tana to Serguidi, 30 May 1588, Negs. Toscane, IV, 788. 


*eReateord to.Walsinghams 3} Juneyi58S76CsSPr, XXI, pt. 1, 625. 


“Bouter, 207-208. 


406. afford to Walsingham; 15(May 15883 CSPFseXXI,; ptwehy 625. 


BS SP to Henry III, 31 May 1588, Negs. Levant, IV, 669 n. 


“Dhar de M. Duplessis parté en court par le sieur Boisseau, et 


depuis baillé 4 m. le comte de Soissons, May 1588, Mornay, IV, 201. 


a rency, III to Pisany, 18 May 1588, quoted in Rocquain, 338. 
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51 , | 
Advertisements from Paris, 8 June 1588, CSPF, XXI, pt. 1, 629. 
Bacccherland! 288. 
53 ‘ : 
Advertisements from Paris, 8 June 1588, CSPF, XXI, pt. 1, 629. 


papHadier” 312. 


gecathering de Medici to Henry III, 2 June 1588, Lettres, IX, 


365. 
=ethide 
D1 ee ' 
Villeroy, Petitot, Ist ser.) XLIV, 56. 
oS rerer ice de Medici to Henry III, 2 June 1588, Lettres, IX, 
365. 


Pi neateoonteasre de Thou, Mémoires, Vol. XI of Nouvelle Collec- 
tion des mémoires relatifs a l'histoire de France, ed. by Michaud and 
Poujoulat (34 vols.; Paris: Didier, Libraire-Editeur, 1854), 327. Cited 
hereafter as Thou. 

OO vert iaenente from, France, 14 June 1588, CSPF.,. XXL, pt. 1, 
640. 

2 Gacherine de Medici to Henry IIl, 2 July 1588, Lettres, IX, 
374, 


Berhad Michaud and Poujoulat, XI, 326. 


eV iiieroy to Nevers, 13 June 1588, quoted in Sutherland, 290. 


Berenty III to Philip II, 20 May 1588, quoted in Jensen, 147-148. 
Gendoes to Philip IL; 25 May 1588, Croze,7i1, 357. 


aT ensent 146-147, 153-155; Garrett Mattingly, The Defeat of the 
Spanish Armada (London: Jonathan Cape, 1959) 233: 
e catherine de Medici to Henry III, 23 May 1588, Lettres, IX, 
346. 
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68 : 
Duplessis to Buzenval, May 1588, Mornay, IV, 206. 


ees eherine de Medici to Henry III, 1 June 1588, Lettres, IX, 
362. 


ie Catherine de Medici to Henry III, 2 July 1588, Lettres, IX, 
374; Alfred Maury, "La commune de Paris de 1588," Revue des Deux Mondes, 
XCV (1871), 149. Cited hereafter as Maury. 


1s , — 2 5 
Catherine de Medici to prévost des marchands, eschevins, and 


pLocureur of the city of Paris, 42> July 1588, Lettres, IX, Sl63 also 
Extraits © 4,’SeHostel—desVille, Arch. cur., lst ser., XI, 439. 


Ta enies . » « Hostel-de-Ville, Arch. cur., Ist ser., XI, 440. 
P thoaes V, 476-477. 


Tine king's agreement was not translated into action, and the 
decrees remained unpublished. 


MeuisevutouPhilipeLi woe duly elses. nerosemtl, + 353. 


Me ob aeate 424, 


Te ee tana to Serguidi, 26 July 1588, Negs. Toscane, Iv, 1993 
Stafford to Walsingham, 30 July 1588, CSPF, XXII (1588), 62. 


(2 Cuaiena to Serguidi, 8 August 1588, Negs. Toscane, IV, 805; 
Stafford to Walsingham, 30 July 1588, CSPF, XXII, 62. 


Villeroy, Petitotj;elst ser. 7 sLLV,) 79: 
oO otionn 223-246; Aubigné, VII, 307-314; L'Estoile, 570. 
o hipexncn to Henry III, 28 July 1588, quoted in Mouton, 216. 


(Ca iane to Serguidi, 23 August 1588, Negs. Toscane, IV, 812. 


oes IV, 234; Henry of Navarre to Rochemole, 6 Sept. 1588, 
Lettres missives, VIII, 338: "Je ne laisse de traicter avec monsr 
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oO daerbyh Petitot, lst ser., XLIV, 68-71. 


oo ane 73. 


Sol areoed to Walsingham, 15 August 1588, CSPF, XXII, 107. 


ieee to Serguidi, 23 August 1588, Negs. Toscane, IV, 808. 


Ace oe Fetitot.,, 1st ser., XLIV, 74. 


eateile 569. 


alec III to Pisany, 20 July 1588, quoted in Brémond d'Ars, 227. 


taint gids DOJ. 


a Matace to Villeroy, mid-July 1588, Negs. Levant, IV, 680 n. 


vera to Maisse, 20 July 1588, Negs. Levant, IV, 680 n. 


cone of Navarre to Casimir, July 1588, Lettres missives, II, 


Deneenon to Henry III, 28 July 1588, quoted in Mouton, 216. 


earl de L'Epinois, La Ligue et les papes (Paris: Société 
de librairie catholique, 1886), 197. 
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Of craft ford to Walsingham, 30 July 1588, CSPRlExxLI. (62. 


?vendoza to Philip 11, 26 Jime 1586, Croze, "1h, 346. 


100, + afford to Walsingham, 13 July 1588, CSPF, XXII, 5. 


10) tendoza to Philip II, 9 August 1588, Croze, II, 355-358. 


102 caved ana to Serguidi, 26 July 1588, Negs. Toscane, IV, 799. 
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sas Oe to Serguidi, 8 August 1588, Negs. Toscane, IV, 803. 


eer ee ee 570. 


Lear Poat to Walsingham, 10 August 1588, CSPF, XXII, 90; also 


99.108, 125. 


sO etecht om WO Jime- T5638. (CSPF, XXL, ipte Ly 643. 


OO rertity III to Maisse, 29 August 1588, Negs. Levant, IV, 689. 


ean 568. 


TO abet fend to Walsingham, 30 July 1588, CSPF, XXII, 61. 


Taian to Mendoza, 6 August 1588, Croze, II, 353. 


sana aisha es 569. 


amaeatr bane to Serguidi, 8 August 1588, Negs. Toscane, IV, 803. 


Eo ma rot ies 567: Stafford to Walsingham, 30 July 1588, CSPF, XXII, 


61-62. 


ee to Mendoza, > oept.. [Ses, Croze, IT, 360; 


Sea eine to Serguidi, 28 August 1588, Negs. Toscane, IV, 820. 


tee ecaerord to Walsingham, 2° Sept. 15838, CSPF, xXxXif; 153; Guise 
to Mendozas_13 ,Oct.. 1588, Croze, Il j.371. 


ais, to Stafford, 18-sugust 1583, CSPey xXxir, 126, 


oe anh iene: VII, 304-305; Palma Cayet, Petitot, lst ser., XXXVIII, 


625. 


119 pasquier, 330. 


120i Ee toile 572; Epinac to Belliévre, 8 Sept. 1588, quoted in 
Sutherland, 298; Mendoza to Philip II, Croze, II, 372. Although Croze 
dates this letter as 24 October 1588, which Sutherland apparently accepts, 
internal evidence suggests a date of 24 September 1588 as more likely, as 


is accepted by Jensen. 


Aer 


ot fs ;00 , TIXX , 7920 , BBA pest rer, 


~ehhug anvst 
083 .VI ,Jnavel .egst 2821 sesguA es seetsM o3 I ae 


as athe’ 


. 
.882 staat! il 


(1a .1TKK , 4920 ,882F yfut Of "eater Gi o2 tok! 


= ie saath 


.£2E .TI-,oxo1) ,882L saugua 3 asobasit 63 salvo 


2s ee ‘eae ¥ ia pe hy 
282 


a? nb Plas ; 


£08 VI ,snpse6t VegeM ,882E samt sit . 
werd, Ee + SNe Oe eal 
Tex W189 . 882! elut dE unoigateteW 62 brett :¥82 \ | 


ne 


A ry, D Pat ib a i > = 
. OBE ,IT sosord BRE .ag02 @ .skobasM of selu) ~ oe 
“ule hy. 1s : - ¥ 
088 VI onnoea? vegolt 82H ‘ah Bt, rotwgae eae aie by oily 7 
+. . 


oetyd ;€2t ,TIRK 7720 20 | ee o3 108 eee ; 
ty a me 88el +200, _eexobast 03 , 
Ton i :T are 
st tt A Tae vbroYtaa® oa eitsa tt 
a em hd Le ma 
TIM 792 oak 4038394 | Caan ania% ; 208-0 nV Lena + 


195 


te alokss 231. 


ae 
i Stafford to Walsingham, 19 August 1588, CSPF, XXII, 120. 


sop aaqither. 330. 


Z 2 ee 
2 Map 214; Philippe Hurault, comte de Cheverny, Mémoires, 
Petitot, lst ser., XXXVI, 116-117. Cited hereafter as Hurault. 


Se aearford to Walsingham, P1 Sept. 1588, CSPF, XXII, 178. 


Aik racer teed Petitot.,: lst ser., XXXVL, 117. 


B Caertend to Serguidi, 13 Sept. 1588, Negs. Toscane, IV, 822. 


bo example, Sutherland argues that Henry's refusal to see 


any of his former ministers can be understood in the light of the notice 
of dismissal being obviously "a temporary expedient, [with]... its 
implicit promise of a future explanation." (Sutherland, 302). Given 

the king's temperament, it seems far more likely that he simply wished to 
avoid unpleasant confrontations with those whom he had disgraced so 
abruptly (and perhaps unjustly). 


SN eeeeoman points out that during this interval Henry remained 
immune to all pleas for assistance from his former servants. Edmund 
Howard Dickerman, "The King's Men: The Ministers of Henry III and Henry 
IV, 1574-1610" (2 vols.; unpublished thesis, Brown University, 1965), I, 
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20 sddlexoy pebitot, Ist ser. oXLIV, 396. 


ta iendoza to Philip II, 24 [Sept.] 1588, Croze, II, 379. 


Beal ans to Serguidi, 13 Sept. 1588, Negs. Toscane, IV, 822. 


133 411eroy, Pebitot, «let.sers seXLIV....96. 


134), Epinotes R123 


a Gayuiaua to Serguidi, 13 Sept. 1588, Negs. Toscane, IV, 822; 
Hurault, Petitot, lst ser., XXXVI, 118. 
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+3 0R arnhen to Walsingham, 11 Sept. 1588, CSPF, XXII, 178. Also 


Pasquier ,"S20""Davita, 357: Vilderoy, Petitot, let ser., XLIV, 96; Hurault, 
Petitot, lst ser., XXXVI, 117-118; Cavriana to Serguidi, 13 Sept. 1588, Negs. 
Toscane, IV, 822. 


bedi e Ness to-Philip=i1-9>August—1588,- Croze,- 11,356. ~~ This 


cannot be considered proof of Villeroy's duplicity given Mendoza's 
capacity for optimistic exaggeration. 
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tesa erey. Petitot, Ist ser., XLIV, 103-111. 


Daneel 97: also Huraulit.»Petitot, lst ser., XXXVI, 117-118. 


1 iO pts uaB ts. 214; 


ance Tad to Usimbardi, 28 Oct. 1588, Negs. Toscane, IV, 875. 


euart tierce, Petitot, lst ser., XLIV, 27-30, 100-103. 


a tear ces to Serguidi, 13 Sept. 1588, Negs. Toscane, IV, 822- 


Ie asqatar: 330. 


Spe eiere to Belliévre, 18 Sept. 1588, quoted in Sutherland, 297. 


EO Geer aie to Serguidi, 13 Sept. 1588, Negs. Toscane, IV, 822. 


TOT navies 358. 


Tee endeea té-/Philip IT, 24/[sepr.] 1588, Croze, IT, 373. 


tS Mose ine quoted in L'Epinois, 197. 


te utae to Mendoza, 5 Sept. 1588, Croze, II, 359. 


tl aubigné, VII, 315-316. 


toe oatse to Mendoza, 5 Sept.. 1588, Croze, II, 360. . 
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oo Bhsaster, 331; Cavriana to Serguidi, 24 Sept. 1588, Negs. 
Toscane, IV, 823-824. 


De Thie total is broken down into 134 to 0 in the first estate, 


96 to 84 in the second, and 150 to 41 in the third. Jensen, 163. Also 
see J. Russell Major, The Deputies to the Estates General in Renaissance 


France (Madison, Wisc.: University of Wisconsin Press, 1960). 


a endeza toePhbbhin LE, Sho tOct S8U588scCrozéz TT 2367% 


POR ys L633 


i A 
Procés-verbal de l'enrollement et évocation du pays, gou- 
vernemens, provinces, sénéchausées et bailliages du royaume de France, 


Recueil des piéces originales, quoted in Robiquet, 438. 


To Robt aneteeanGe es 


P cuise to Mendoza, 9 Oct. 1588, Croze, II, 366. 


POU a gla a arane al de 1l'enrollement, quoted in Robiquet, 448-449. 


Boo veydone to Priiip ite sa 340ct. 560, Croze.. 1... 367. 


oer ins toll 574; also Aubigné, VII, 320. 


163s That is, the battles of Jarnac and Moncontour. 
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165, Set] des piéces originales, quoted in Robiquet, 451-453, 


and in Georges Picot, Histoire des Etats Généraux (4 vols.; Paris: 
Librairie Hachette et Cie, 1872), III, 97-102; cited hereafter as Picot. 
Also Jensen, 165-166; Palma Cayet, Petitot, lst ser., XXXVIII, 435-438, 
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L67 ia. 574-575; Palma Cayet, Petitot, lst ser., XXXVIII, 439- 
440; Pasquier, 332. 
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ae dues to Mendoza, 24 Oct. 1588, Croze, II, 373. 


AN anbend lel 5753; Rucellai to Usimbardi, 23 Oct. 1588, Negs. 
Toseane, IV, 874; City of Paris to Henry III, 23 Oct. 1588, quoted in 
Robiquet, 458 n - 459 n. 


igen fo Mendoza, 23 Sept. 1588, Croze,. 11, 362: Guise to 


Mendoza, 9 Oct. 1588, Croze, II, 366; Guise to Mendoza, 13 Oct. 1588, 
Croze, II, 369-370. 
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831. 
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Peace to Mendoza, 9 Oct. 1588, Croze, II, 366. 
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[’rstoile, 5/6; Cavriana to Serguidi, 13° Oct. 1588, Negs. 
Toscane, IV, 831. 


Eten tane to Serguidi, 15 Nov. 1588, Negs. Toscane, IV, 835. 


eee culee to Mendoza, 16 Nov. 1588, Croze, II, 377. Apparently, 
the argument used was that it was necessary first to eliminate heresy 
within the kingdom, and then turn attention to skirmishes on the frontiers. 
Palma-Cayet, Petitot, lst ser., XXXVIII, 448. 


1ethendy III to Vignay, 18 Dec. 1588, Negs. Levant, IV, 700. 
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iit ori to Serguidi, 15 Nov. 1588, Negs. Toscane, IV, 834. 


Oo err de Bernard, quoted in Picot, III, 107. 
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LGB? rts, a 
Mémoire que le roy de Navarre eust desiré estre consideré par 


messieurs de l'assemblée n'agueres convoquee a Blois, en l'année 1588, 
Mornay, IV, 141-153. 


2 eee VILL, «881. 


eg Claire Thibaudeau, Histoire des Etats Généraux (3 vols.; 


Brussels: Wouters et Cie, 1844), II, 238-239. 


we ayirs following outline of financial disputes is based chiefly 


upon the Journal d'Etienne Bernard and the Procés-verbal du tiers from 


the Recueil des piéces originales et authentiques concernant les Etats 
généraux, quoted in Picot, II, 106-138, and in Robiquet, 459-469. 


E opeaces reread du tiers, 23 Nov. 1588, quoted in Picot, III, 
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eS TT de Bernard, quoted in Robiquet, 462, 


EAL yen de Bernard, quoted in Picot, III, 119-121. 
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hd 6107. 


a2 tS ournal de Bernard, quoted in Robiquet, 465. 


tT uenall de Bernard, quoted in Picot, III, 136. 


t)? pastdters 347-350; Cavriana to Serguidi, 22 Nov. 1588, Negs. 
Toscane, IV, 839-841. 


Epona supposed threats were used so extensively afterwards to 
justify Guise's death that their authenticity ts difficult to determine, 
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Hevendaca to,Phidjp Tt orAucust. 1588. Croze, II, 356. 


ROS one to Serguidi, 24 Sept. 1588, Negs. Toscane, IV, 823. 


fleadose fo Philip ot. 74.sept...1588, Croze, Il, 363. 


Sioutce to Mendoza, 23 Sept’. 1588, Croze, II, :362. 


Oo cavr tare to Serguidi, 13 Oct. 1588, Negs. Toscane, IV, 829-830. 


aU Odi ge to, Mendega, (5 Sept. 1588, Croze; 11, 359: 


Oe aie. to Mendoza, 21 Sept. 1588, Croze, II, 359. 


AUT 


po endoes to Philip) Ll, 9cAucust, 1588, Croze, IL, 356. 


eS inids 


er ndecn towPhilip. Ue sepc mb oe Groze gi El 0A. 


The bibliography for Guise's death is extensive. In addition 
to Pasquier, 351-356, L'Estoile, 580-581, Aubigné, VII, 386-398, Miron, 
Arch cur. lst: ser., Kil, LMH—s6,eralma Cayet, Petitot, Ist ser., 
XXXVIII, 463-471, the following appears in Vol. XII of Arch. cur., lst 
ser.: La martyre des deux fréres, 57-107; Discours de ce qui est arrivé 
& Blois, 141-155; Information faicte par Michon et Courtin, 189-220. 


Oy naaaiter DOL. 


Jee various forms, this phrase appears in the versions by 
L'Estoile, 580, Aubigné, VII, 386, and Miron, Arch. cur., lst ser., XII, 


£29" 


oeeons Arch, cur. ,) istesers, XLEs;6u33; 


2017 tretetiess Saye that Henry subsequently kicked the body, 
saying "My God, he's big! He looks even bigger dead than alive," is 
substantiated by no other version, and must be viewed as one of those 
anecdotes which does not owe its longevity to accuracy. 
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EPILOGUE AND CONCLUSION 


With the death of the duke of Guise, Henry's relationship with 
the League underwent a complete transformation. No longer was there the 
continuous round of intimidation, negotiation, and compromise which had 
characterized the past three years, for any thought of cooperation was 
abandoned by ultra-catholics who now sought only revenge for the loss of 
their leader. The possibility of anti-monarchical insurrection had been 
implicit in the League's organization: by swearing to uphold certain 
values, ultra-catholics presumed that adherence to these principles took 
precedence over obedience owed any temporal sovereign, and only by nominal 
alignment with League aims had Henry retained nominal command of Guise's 
faction. Once he had transgressed in so grievous a fashion as at Blois, 
the ultra-catholics felt no restraint in unleashing an insurrection of such 
force that it ultimately was to sweep the catholic king into alliance with 
the huguenots against his co-religionists of the League. 

Not foreseeing the storm that was to break after the execution 
of the duke, Henry's first act was to inform his mother with great pride 
that he was now king alone and without eompantcnsts no longer "a captive 
and a slave" to the ultra-catholic Renders: Although extremely ill, the 
aged Catherine de Medici retained sufficient political acumen to warn her 
son that he would regret his rash act if he had not seen to the safety of 
his eee in addition, she advised that he inform the papal legate of these 
occurrences immediately lest the pope first hear the story from Henry's 
ercniees It was valuable counsel which Henry did not bother to follow, 


and Catherine was to die on 5 January 1589 while helplessly watching the 
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kingdom slip away from her son's control. 

As had been his wont in previous crises, Henry occupied his time 
in writing letters which justified his pbnduen? essentially claiming that 
the duke's death had been an act of self-defence on the part of the 
monarchy. Charging that Guise had used the pretext of religion to obscure 
his plans for the usurpation of the crown, Henry listed the ultra-catholic 
leader's many offences and reiterated his own patient attempts to work 
with the duke. At last Guise's ambition had grown so unmeasured, stated 
Henry, that he personally was in danger of "soon losing his crown and his 
life," and thus had to put to death the author of these many evils. As 
time passed, the king's version of the threat to his life gained event? 
and in later memoranda he related Guise's plot to seize the king's person 
and lead him back to Paris, where the League leader could do as he wished 
with his sovereign; furthermore, Henry insisted that he had received warn- 
ing of this plan from members of the ultra-catholic faction, including 
Guise's younger brother Mayenne. Given the younger Guise's past and 
future conduct vis-a-vis the monarchy, this claim seems unlikely. 

The version of events which Henry sent the papacy also deserves 
comment. Apparently foreseeing the pontiff's reaction to the execution 
of a prince of the church, the king sent the French ambassador at Rome 
careful in Steen ome to inform the pope of the duke's death but to 
reassure him that it was "not only licit but ptous to assure the peace of 
the realm by the death of an individual." The letter concluded with an 
apologetic postscript: "I forgot to tell you that I also discharged 


myself of the cardinal Guise. You can make His Holiness understand that 
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it was convenient for me to act thus. . . ."' In the face of clerical ire, 
the king later changed his tactics, protesting that the cardinal's death 
represented divine justice which had fallen upon the wrongdoer "sans mon 
Goumandement. yy Unsurprisingly, these feeble strategems failed, and 
valiant attempts at conciliation by the papal legate in Beaneess could not 
prevent an increasingly serious estrangement between Henry and the pope. 

Beyond these letters, Henry accomplished little. He sent a royal 
officer to assure Mayenne of the king's good will and to arrest him if 
necessary, but the sole remaining Guise brother received advance warning 
and escaped to Burgundy; Henry advised royal office-holders in the towns 
to prohibit all "leagues and associations" and to maintain order should 
any "ill-advised persons want to provoke polaccnea' but he sent no 
reinforcements to enable them to do so; he sent couriers bearing letters 
to the major towns, but they arrived later than League envoys who took 
the opportunity to begin anti-monarchical arrangements before the royalists 
realized a crisis had arisen. 

As word spread of events at Blois, reactions among ultra-catholics 
ranged from despair to outrage. At first Bernardino de Mendoza himself 
concluded that the ultra-catholics were finished ("all this fine League 
fire turned to smoke") and asked to be recalled to Spang however, just 
four days later he was proclaiming that the French king "must be filled 
with sadness and confusion," for the outcome of the two murders was 
"exactly the opposite" to what Henry had hoped to Benieyeued The change 


in the ambassador's opinion arose from the combination of Henry's inertia 


and League strength. Paris in particular reacted to the news of Guise's 
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death with a fury that saw its citizens swear to use "the last penny in 
their purses and the last drop of their blood" in order to revenge thenm- 
selves upon "this tyrant, Henry of Weiois.” > However, their anger ex- 
pressed itself in organizational fervour: the Council of Sixteen invited 
the duke of Aumale to become the city's governor, and then sat up through 
the night of 24 December writing letters to other cities throughout the 
kingdom, asking them to unite with Paris against the murderer of the 
catholic bcraey ae Furthermore, they appealed to Mayenne to come to Paris 
in order to take over the leadership of the ultra-catholics. Upon his 
arrival in February 1589, he helped reorganize the civic administration 
into a broader conseil générale de l'union, by whose authority he was 
promptly awarded the dignity of "lieutenant-general of the royal state and 
crown of renee Within the capital, Leaguers removed the last vestige 
of a strong pro-royalist presence by purging the Pavienente the 
remnants ‘of which had to affirm the official League oath, with the added 
promise to oppose "those who have violated public faith . .. by the 
massacres and imprisonments committed in the town of eres, Ultra- 
catholic efforts to provoke a sustained opposition to the king were 
assisted by the theological faculty of the Sorbonne who on 7 January de- 
clared the people of France freed from their vows of loyalty and obedience 
to the king and hence able to bear arms against trae 29 Thus the aims of 
the League received both legal and spiritual sanction while its proponents 
endeavoured to translate this approval into a military reality. 

Meanwhile, at Blois Henry was attempting to carry on business as 


usual. Upon his orders, the Estates General continued sitting as if 
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nothing unusual had occurred, and although the deputies protested the 
imprisonment of several of their colleagues, otherwise the session con- 
cluded in normal fashion on 16 January 1589. The king also announced his 
intention to continue the war upon the huguenots as et ave aay declaring 
that this extermination of heresy was "not dependent on the duke of 
Guise's affection nor on anything other than His Majesty's own accord and 
firm inten@wonetice As Duplessis—Mornay shrewdly predicted to Navarre, "the 
king will want to show his subjects that Guise did not make him a catholic, 
but that he is one by Hans ces 7 however, Henry was discovering that 
public credence in his catholicism had been destroyed by the death of the 
League leader. Although Pasquier had reported that for the first two or 
three days after the duke's execution, the king was in high spirits, "from 
having pulled this thorn out of his oo tint by the first week of January 
overt rebellion in Paris and Orléans had forced him to a less optimistic 
stance. Arguing that he had no intention of moving against any ultra- 
catholics, nonetheless he resolved that "if there are some individuals so 
ill disposed that they cannot be restrained by the clemency which I offer 
them with one hand, [I shall] have the wherewithal to punish them with the 
other Haddee' ae Once again, Henry's speech was bold, but he failed to 
translate his stern words into action. 

In the face of royal vacillation and League organization, revolt 
against the crown spread rapidly from town to town. In addition to Paris, 
Orléans, and Amiens, characterized by Cavriana as the leaders of the 
allied biintieatyo" what Pasquier described as "an infinity of towns" were 


2 
joined in their rebellion by entire provinces. ‘i Throughout the country 
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anti-monarchical feeling was whipped up by fanatical preachers who heaped 
invective on the unhappy monarch (whom one preacher described as "a 
perfidious, vicious, heretical, demoniacal Aaa and if Henry had 
entertained any comforting doubts as to his status in the capital, they 
were dispelled by the treatment accorded a royal herald, who was nearly 
killed by the infuriated popnleeet an 

The king's response to a crisis of ever increasing magnitude was, 
of course, to attempt negotiation. In a rather clumsy effort to buy off 
the opposition yet again, Henry asked the duke of Lorraine to act as a 
mediator between his Guise cousins and the crown, offering an extensive 
list of governments to the League ee eee however, ultra-catholic 
victories gave Mayenne no need to compromise, and he continued in his 
avowed determination to "never put off the cuirass until such time as he 
hath revenged his brothers' desthent 4 Faced with this intransigeance, 
the king finally published a declaration condemning Mayenne and Aumale as 
guilty of high Peeeaoniee =e move which naturally gave rise to speculation 
concerning Henry's future strategy for survival. 

Rumours of royal alliance with the huguenots had travelled with 
news of the assassinations at Blois, and, indeed, were one of the 
favourite ultra-catholic explanations for the Pe tee However, as League 
strength grew and the king's party faltered, more dispassionate observers 
began to see some arrangement with Navarre, be it open or covert, as the 
only hope for the survival of the Valois monarchy; or, as Elizabeth of 
England interpreted the situation in instructions to a special envoy: 

That whereas [ the French king's ] realm is composed of three 


sorts of people, Royalists, Leaguers and Huguenots, and 
that the Leaguers, countenanced by the Pope, Spain and Savoy, 
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are grown to that strength as, without joining the King of 

Navarre, and that speedily, he is like to hazard the loss 

of his crown, it shall be most necessary for him, leaving 

the point of Religion aside, to use the said King and his 

party against the Leaguers. 35 
Henry's analysis must have led him to a similar conclusion, and for the 
first time his desperation overcame his reluctance. Possibly encouraged 
by Navarre's tactful expression of "joy . . . to see [the king] saved from 
such a great eneriyine’ after Guise's death, Henry apparently entered into 
secret negotiations with his calvinist brother-in-law during the month 
of February 1589, or at least so the English ambassador Sitanteedes Al- 
though no official statement of co-operation was yet issued, by 8 March 
Navarre could report to a friend that the royal army was situated only 
two leagues from his own, but "our men of war meet and embrace rather 
than fight, although there is no truce or express order to do this... . 
I think that His Majesty will make use of waene The probability of this 
alliance drove the papal legate to a long interview with the French king, 
after which the legate reported an unusually adamant monarch who protested: 

No one is more catholic than I am; but if the duke of 

Mayenne Comes to cut my throat, I must defend myself; 

even though I were to use heretics and even Turks, ... 


what prince would not do as much? For yourself, if the 
king of Navarre lent you a sword against an assassin, 


would you refuse it? .. . If I turn my forces against 
the gree: of Navarre, who will defend me against the 
League? 9 


Henry's show of determination perhaps reflected more his desire to wring 
concessions from the papacy than a commitment to a huguenot alliance, 
for in late March Navarre admitted, "I know that negotiations are being 
carried on with the League, and it seems that we are wanted only in 


default of BERerae. Nevertheless, Mayenne's repeated refusals to 
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consider reconciliation with the Reager left Henry with no alternative 
but co-operation with the exivinedtes and on 3 April 1589 a treaty to this 
effect was signed. | 

Although nominally a mere truce, the agteaaenbe- essentially 
forged an offensive alliance between the two kings. As both agreed to 
cease mutual hostilities for one year, Navarre promised to serve the 
French king "against those who violate His Majesty's authority and trouble 
his state." Henry III awarded the huguenot leader a passage on the Loire, 
in return for which Navarre was to "march promptly with his forces... 
straight to the area where the duke of Mayenne will be, in order to oppose 
his efforts and plans." Any towns taken by Navarre's troops in this 
campaign would be placed under the control of the French king, who was to 
appoint governors who were acceptable to his calvinist colleague; in 
return for his services, Navarre was to receive one place in each bailliage 
or sénéchausée that was taken (although with certain qualifications). In 
no way would Navarre or his troops act to the detriment of the catholic 
religion, and in exchange they were given the right to public worship in 
areas where the army was stationed or where Navarre was in attendance. 

To moderate if not avert catholic outrage at this alliance with 


the anti-christ, the facile pen of Navarre'’s best publicist, Duplessis- 


Mornay, soon produced a Justification of the union of the king of Navarre 


to the service of Henry mr. *? In this staunchly politique document, 


Leaguers were described as "usurpers of the state" while Navarre was 
portrayed as both a christian and a prince of the blood. Citing many 


historical precedents of catholic princes (such as Francis I) who had 
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employed the services of both protestants and infidels, the author attempted 
to demonstrate the hypocrisy of ultra-catholic distaste for the huguenots 
by referring to the late duke of Guise's many attempts to enlist the aid 
of Navarre. In the face of ultra-catholic menace to the crown, it was only 
just that "a legitimate king, . . . whose honour, state and life are 
attacked, should accept the good will and assistance of the one closest 
to him." As for religious differences, they could be settled if the state 
were preserved, but if they were used as a pretext for animosity, they 
would "open the way to this state's usurpation, ruin, and utter chaos." 

As was to be expected, any such justifications were ignored by 
Leaguers who seized news of the intended rapprochement as confirmation of 
their assertions that Henry III had long planned the eradication of 
catholicism within France, but now had only "stripped off the veil of 
his hypocrisy, openly declaring himself a supporter and partisan of 
ferenmesdt: For once, such vilification seemed to matter less to Henry 
than the fact that he would be gaining an experienced army. On 21 April 
Navarre crossed the Loire at Saumur, and on 30 April the two kings met at 
Plessis-lés-Tours in a reunion which, as witnessed by Pasquier, infused 
all spectators with "an incredible joy in their soddsests Discounting 
fears of royal treachery, Navarre himself was delighted with the warmth 
of his reception by the wegeueavaees who made a marked effort to welcome 
with great courtesy "all those who thought themselves most hated by him 
for having been the most passionate partisans of the king of Navarkéele: 
From this promising beginning, the two kings quickly settled into an 


alliance that was to prove unexpectedly amicable and gratifyingly 


ors 
siqmosts sodive oft yalebiiar bas etmeseosory ict 3aantve 0 
atonsugud ait sob steatetb otlotsio~nrake. to xe 3 
bie of? teline oF etqitetts ena 8 ‘aatud Yo’ sdub ‘ool ¢ 
vino easw 9h ,swoxs S19 of) sosram: ) abd dssoenaay diabebndaiattht 
ate otil baa adsde. grvonod seetwi ese ant saambatgel' 8" : 
jaseefo sao of3 Yo sonstelses bas Lftw boog.sH3. 2 bizodaiy 
oiaze odd It belasse sd bluon: ad?) -esanersIAtb | 
yors , votaomtng 102 ixs307q\ aan boon stow yada at aud 4b 
"eons s9d30 bas’ yatus ,soktaqzoes 2! asada abda od ‘wow ois 
vd bevongt oxaw enolteotthsevt soe yam, , badoeqxa, ad 02. any ah” 
to nolsearhinos, es) tasasisomgges bsbneaat oz, to evan bestae of be 
| to -motsantbsss 9d? benmsle gael het HI yap sada enohsaoees, 
to [tev asft+ 2Fo bsuqisze" yloo bed wor Jud .onert, 
to aseksreg. bos sas roqque B sicinmeithiantdiiaaectiidadlad Jose 
yinell o3 evel Te8I3e0 oo bemese mokiss litt by: dove son0/s0t  seotioned 
ftsqa £8 0 ris beomabreges me. gatiteg sd (bliow of ted} 2082 909 stedd 
te tom agatd ows set Ltagh O/no fea sums? 38 oxtod odd beeeex>. sani 
bseutat crelupes’ x4 Sesasasbr 20 diolie pobmisx 6 oh ewol-abk-atecoit 
ethane ‘saya tbo vot afdtbsroat as" Addw exogn309q8° fle 
temo io ib baat Moment roar weisifoners Inyor Ao. eras : 
suonlay od ayo8te, hedzan » ebae onv *" eatanevos oda: wd ‘holaqaos7 abd 20 F 
nid yd beted som sevisemeds Jdguoeds ow seoda tt,” yestzv02, 9aBzg) iste er.’ 
TAs -srrevat to gait oft te @nnetiztsg stsnolseny Jeom oxi2 chad GEA al 
np osat holsaee. yidobwp egatal ows dii3 santnanayd ‘gndatwosy aki ort 
<tartghinnma bas sda vibecosgnens ovosg oF enw tera porepene 


paki 

profitable. 

Under Navarre's skilled yet tactful generalship, royal and pro- 
testant armies were coordinated efficiently, and a string of victories 
on the battlefield resulted. By July the allies turned their attention 
upon Paris, and one by one the outlying villages and then the suburbs fell 
to their Gots we until at the end of the month the capital stood 
virtually defenceless against impending invasion by an army estimated at 
30 ,000 mentee Panic rose so high in the city that L'Estoile reported 
(albeit probably with some exaggeration), that it was dangerous to smile, 
because "those whose faces looked even mildly happy were taken for poli- 
tiques and Fyne eonan For the French king it seemed vindication was 
at hand: he was about to reenter his obstreperous capital at the head of 
a conquering army. 

However, success was to elude Henry for one final time. While 
in camp at Saint-Cloud on 1 August, the king chose to receive a monk named 
Jacques Clément who purportedly had travelled from Paris with messages for 
his sovereign. When granted a private audience to communicate yet more 
confidential information, the monk suddenly took out a knife he had hidden 
in his robe and stabbed the king in the abdomen. At first the wound was 
not thought serious, but the following day Henry felt himself weakening. 
Calling together what courtiers were at camp, the king recommended Navarre 
to them as their new sovereign, and then died within hours. 

And thus ended the life of Henry III, last of the Valois kings. 

Mourning was not widespread. In Paris, people spoke of divine 


deliverance, and soon the streets were awash in pamphlets bearing such 
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titles as Discours aux Francois avec l'histoire véritable sur 1'admirable 
.. Sy 
accident de la mort de Henry de Valois, and Le Martyre du Frére Jacques 
Clément, . . . contenant au vray toutes les particularitez ... dela 
yxy * x t e 5a 
trés heureuse entreprise a 1 encontre de Henry de Valois. For ultra- 


catholics, the assassination of Henry III was but fitting recompense for 
the murders at Blois, and the vilification inspired by the king was to 


continue even long after his death. 
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If his contemporaries scorned Henry III as an "effeminate coward," 


“ and’ a) “erazed equryy 4 history has damned him as a 


a "second Nero,' 
weakling and an incompetent, and a study of his relationship with the 
League cannot lead to a reversal of that verdict. Throughout the dura- 
tion of his conflict with the ultra-catholics, the French king demonstrated 
every limitation in turn: administrative ineptness, financial mismanage- 
ment, personal lethargy, inattention to duty, and, above all, paralyzing 
indecision. However, he also exhibited qualities with which he is not 
generally credited: political insight, diplomatic skill, a commitment to 
the care of his subjects expressed in his antipathy to the horrors of war, 
and a concern for the monarchy that transcended his own person. Unfortu- 
nately for both Henry and his kingdom, at the practical level his virtues 
were rendered inoperative by his defects. 


The irony of the reign of the last Valois is that a monarch who 


was a genuinely and unusually devout catholic should be opposed by a 
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catholic association on purportedly religious grounds. There is no doubt 
that Henry personally desired religious uniformity within his kingdom, as 
was demanded by the League; however, he had a strong aversion to the ultra- 
catholic policy of obtaining such unanimity by force. There were, of 
course, sound practical reasons for this reluctance: no monarch would arm 
gladly a group of subjects who represented a potential insurgency, as the 
League had shown itself to be, and, furthermore, a king who was in perpetual 
financial straits could not approve an endeavor that would require great 
sums of money. Yet beyond these self-interested considerations, Henry 
seemed to possess a genuine (if convenient) belief that heresy was best 
combatted by peaceful means, and he argued with some truth that war had 
only strengthened the huguenots' sense of party and obstinacy in religion. 

On the second fundamental premise of League demands, the question 
of the succession, Henry found himself less in sympathy with the ultra- 
catholics. Beyond the personal pique he suffered during discussions of 
this problem, the French king evidently felt so strongly about the 
legitimate succession that he stood by Navarre's claim to the throne much 
longer than could have been expected from such an irresolute individual. 
Of course, it can be argued that his sympathy for the Bourbon cause stemmed 
from a realization that any alternative likely would involve the house of 
Lorraine; however, this contention is weakened by the fact that there were 
a number of catholic Bourbons whom Henry could have favoured as successor, 
but he did not choose to do so. Yet his concern for legitimacy impaled 
him upon the horns of a dilemma which was to discomfort France for the 


next decade: could the French king be other than catholic? Henry thought 
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not, and his repeated pleas to Navarre to convert appear to be born not 
merely of personal convenience, but reflected a belief that catholicism 
and the monarchy were inextricably linked, 

Given such a conviction, could Henry ever have worked wholeheart- 
edly with the League? Events were to show his preference for peace suf- 
ficiently changeable that on occasion he could rouse himself to war- 
mongering fervour (as was demonstrated in 1587 prior to Coutras); thus, it 
seems possible that he might have been swept into an enthusiasm for catholic 
victory on the battlefield. As for the succession, it seems unlikely 
that he would ever have agreed unreservedly to any tampering with the 
principle of legitimacy; however, he probably could have rationalized a 
repetition of Navarre's forced conversion of 1572. It is not beyond belief 
to picture a staunch alliance between king and ultra-catholics, except for 
one factor: the duke of Guise. 

However many social and political forces had contributed to the 
composition of the League, until his death in December 1588 the ultra- 
catholic association bore the indubitable stamp of its leader. It was 
the force of Guise's personality that had welded aristocratic greed and 
municipal unrest together with genuine spiritual commitment into an 
organization which proclaimed itself the defender of the catholic faith; 
it was the drive of Guise's ambition that transformed this disparate 
grouping into a potent anti-monarchical force. The duke was a skilful 
tactician, but he was no profound political analyst. Motivated by 
incessant ambition, he did not seem to consider the implications of his 


ever more audacious acts but only to appreciate their immediate benefits 


| y = 
rs oF 
c 


ars Ae Me SS 


Ui : ed 


\ 


tou mrod ed! 03 rssqqs JIsvipS! OF sr1svelt 02, enaig’b rt 
matoblodiss tsd2!tstiod s badoe ter dud. ,sonstasw apak 
| baat cdentaant 9100 
~J1ssiislonw bodxow syvad revs yeaa ihoe ant p Sct te mae 
we. soneq 102 sanstetet” eid wodle ot e198 atnsyl Seugaad odd tla 
reivos ttiigitt weenie cotessso ao: tady ekdapgnatin, . 
$k ,eudd ¢(asriy0d oF totsq V8thp-atrbesertenomeh esw en) swovied . 
lortss rot mesteudians nea bon sqsws aweod sven aigie ed 3ed3s ea 
qibitiny emsse 3t ,aolenssour sft cod ah! “sbiebtotased | offs ao yrosoky 
sit ditw gnktequs3 wns o} yibevusesray baexae grad! revs biviot 
& bostisnoliss avad ‘bieoo ‘eldsdorq af ,7evewod, peousibstgel 30 | 
stied buoyed gom ebaI .STCL Qe mol ar9vne9 bso etaxrsvell 20) 
ze tqsoxe -astiodses-sriiv ban arts gored ehintdin domimaei i 
oid oF rarest sii iedliaiaidclan natant . 
~sisiv ola G8QL vedaanad at iaeob etd eae: eSuased ond to mokitaoqmea 
eow 21 .asbaat. atk 20 quase-eides tuba? ita ox0d-mobsatooess obtonaes 
bas boos nana 5<R rstienbereq 2! 20iu0 do doveb ait 
ae ost Tnoetsinmos Lautirtge satuasy state xelaegod teonm Saqtstmun | 
3i9te? svtndsad si 6 aabanteb fs Rfoest beatatoong don notsaniamgy® 4a 
ee etda. dempohahird ania notiiden *'setod tovovir aft asw at iF 


*y 
ioe? 
ms 


Sulfide « daw sieb adt Soro? Lnoitovecom bins 39404 5 osnk ‘gakquvorg © : a 
leaner .teetads Lsoteiiog bavotorg on aawited Sard santotioat, 


215 
to his own stature. Rather than create the impression of using his many 
resources in order to serve the king, the duke chose always to flaunt his 
triumphs as leader of the League; ironically, had he contented himself with 
the more subdued role of an é6minence grise, he might have perpetuated his 
influence as the dominant force at the French court. But Guise was not 
clever enough to take the power yet leave Henry his pride, and his arrogant 
disregard for his sovereign's self-esteem led inevitably not only to Henry's 
distaste for the League but to Guise's own death. 

Thus it was a peculiar conjunction of circumstances rather than 
any inevitable historical tide that turned France toward a settlement of 
the civil wars on politique rather than religious principles. Guise's 
ambition had inspired Henry III with an antipathy for the League, and 
Henry's execution of Guise had caused his total repudiation by the ultra- 
catholics. Isolated in the face of an unexpectedly massive insurrection 
against the monarchy in 1589, only because the French king could see no 
viable alternative to alliance with his huguenot heir did he take the 
significant step at last, but even then he did so with extreme reluctance. 
Henry's sense of the extent to which the new alignment violated his 
catholic conscience apparently was eased both by the military success of 
the joint forces and by Navarre's great tact in his new role as royal 
ally. In an arrangement which Henry found particularly pleasant, Navarre 
saw to many of the decisions that Henry always had found impossible to 
make, yet at the same time the calvinist maintained an attitude of marked 
deference to the French king, implying that all was done for the greater 


glory of the monarchy. Had Guise ever had the wit to conduct himself in 
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a fashion similar to Navarre, Henry probably would have come to consider 
the League as the bulwark of his throne. But as events turned out, the 
one French king most inclined to an ultra-catholic outlook probably came 
to an appreciation that common interest in the preservation of the monarchy 
could be as effective a bond as common religion. 

Thus the vicissitudes of Henry's relationship with the League 
and the fortunes of the War of the Three Henries which this conflict en- 
gendered arose less from political necessities than from the strengths and 
shortcomings of the leaders involved. Henry III's administrative weak- 
nesses had created the atmosphere in which the League could develop; Guise's 
ability sufficed to organize the ultra-catholic movement but not to 
appreciate the most efficient manner in which its ends might be attained. 
Once events progressed to the point that coexistence between Henry and the 
League was no longer possible, it fell to Navarre to assist in salvaging 
the monarchy that he eventually would inherit. Had Henry III lived only 
a few months more it is not unlikely that with Navarre's assistance he 
would have overpowered the League, and that a continued coalition between 
the catholic king and his calvinist heir could have saved France from a 


further decade of internecine strife. As it was, Henry III died a failure; 


momentarily, the League had won. 
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EPILOGUE AND CONCLUSION: FOOTNOTES 
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